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ABSTRACT
C o n t r a r y  to  many t h e o r i e s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  " p o l i t i c a l  
de v e l opme n t "  in t h e  co n t emp o r a r y  w o r l d ,  t h e  r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  of  
t he  M i d d l e  E a s t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s ,  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  have t o  be t aken  i n t o  a c c o u n t  in any a d e q u a t e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  in d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s .
T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  an a t t e m p t  to  i d e n t i f y  and a n a l y z e  in 
d e t a i l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t he  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o u s  
t r a d i t i o n  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Sunni  T u n i s i a  in 
c o m p a r i s o n  and c o n t r a s t  t o  t h r e e  s e l e c t e d  c a s e  s t u d i e s :  E g y pt ,
Saudi  A r a b i a ,  and T u rk ey .  T h es e  four  n a t i o n - s t a t e s  were  c h os en  
f or  e x a m i n a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t hey  p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  i l l u s t r a t i n g  
p a t t e r n s  or "models" o f  m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s .
The c o n t r i b u t i o n  of  r e l i g i o n ,  in t h i s  c a s e  t h e  Sunni  branch  
of  I s l a m ,  may be p o s i t i v e  or n e g a t i v e  and i t  may t ak e  d i v e r s e  
f or m s .  As in T u r k e y ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  may be v i e we d  by 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  as a major  o b s t a c l e  to  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  in Egypt  i t  may l e a d  t o  p a r a l l e l  d e v e l o p m e n t  or a 
s y m b i o s i s  be t we e n  s p i r i t u a l  and t empora l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  In 
Saudi  A r a b i a  the  " p a r t n e r s h i p "  model  p r o v i d e s  the  Saudi  s y s t e m  
w i t h  l e g i t i m a c y .  The c a s e  o f  T u n i s i a  p r e s e n t s  an " a u t h e n t i c "  
v i s i o n  of  I s l a m  d e v e l o p e d  by Habib B o u r g u i b a  who s o u gh t  t o  p u r i f y  
I s l a m  from e x c e s s e s  and from d e c a d e n t  t r a d i t i o n s .
T h e o r i e s  of  p o l i t i c a l  d ev e l o p m e n t  c o n c e i v i n g  o f  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  s o l e l y  in s e c u l a r  t erms  a r e  i n a d e q u a t e  or 
m i s l e a d i n g .  On t he  b a s i s  o f  the  e v i d e n c e  o f f e r e d  by t h e s e  c a s e
v
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s t u d i e s ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  f or  a number o f  s o c i e t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  T h i r d  World any s a t i s f a c t o r y  t h e o r y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d ev e l o p m e n t  
must  d e v o t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t he  r o l e  p l a y e d  by r e l i g i o n  
in  t he  e v o l u t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .
v i
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Not e  on T r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  
The t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  o f  A r a b i c ,  T u r k i s h ,  and P e r s i a n  
t erms  a l w a ys  p o s e s  prob l ems  in c o r r e c t  and c o n s i s t e n t  u s a g e  
in E n g l i s h .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f o l l o w  a u n i f o r m  u s a g e  of  
c e r t a i n  A r a b i c  words  ( s u c h  as  u 1ama, a l t e r n a t i v e l y  u 1ema; 
and Koran,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  Q u r a n . )  An e f f o r t  has  been made in 
t h i s  t h e s i s  t o  f o l l o w  c o n s i s t e n t  u s a g e  t h r o u g h o u t ,  u n l e s s  
t h e  term i s  s p e l l e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  in q u o t a t i o n s .  The 
t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  o f  A r a b i c  terms  i s  bas ed  on t h e  M i d d l e - E a s t  
S t u d i e s  Handbook (MESA) s y s t e m ,  1983 .
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INTRODUCTION
V i o l e n c e  in t h e  c o l o n i e s  do e s  n o t  o n l y  have  
f o r  i t s  a im t h e  k e e p i n g  o f  t h e s e  e n s l a v e d  men 
a t  arm' s  l e n g t h ,  i t  s e e k s  t o  dehumani ze  them,  
E v e r y t h i n g  w i l l  be done t o  w i p e  o u t  t h e i r  
t r a d i t i o n s ,  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  our l a n g u a g e  f or  
t h e i r s  and to  d e s t r o y  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  w i t h o u t  
g i v i n g  them o u r s .
- - J e a n  Paul  S a r t r e ,  
P r e f a c e  t o  Franz  
Fanon,  The w r e t c h e d  
o f  t h e  E a r t h .
From t ime  t o  t i me  in r e c e n t  y e a r s  Mi dd l e  
E a s t e r n  t h i n k e r s  have  put t h e  q u e s t i o n :  What
i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a l l  W e s t e r n i z a t i o n ?  I t  i s  a 
q u e s t i o n  w h i ch  we o f  t he  West  may w e l l  a s k  
o u r s e l v e s  t o o .  I t  i s  our c o m p l a c e n t  h a b i t  in 
t h e  W es t e r n  w o r l d - - t h e  more so  t h e  f u r t h e r  
West  one  g o e s - - t o  make o u r s e l v e s  t h e  model  o f  
v i r t u e  and p r o g r e s s .  To be l i k e  us  i s  t o  be 
g ood;  t o  be u n l i k e  us i s  t o  be bad.  To 
become more l i k e  us i s  t o  i mprove ,  t o  become  
l e s s  l i k e  us i s  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e .  I t  i s  not  
n e c e s s a r i l y  s o .  When c i v i l i z a t i o n s  c l a s h ,  
t h e r e  i s  one  t h a t  p r e v a i l s ,  and one  t h a t  i s  
s h a t t e r e d .  I d e a l i s t s  and i d e o l o g u e s  may t a l k  
g l i b l y  o f  a " m a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  b e s t  e l e m e n t s "  
f rom b o t h  s i d e s ,  but  t he  u s u a l  r e s u l t  o f  such  
an e n c o u n t e r  i s  a c o h a b i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r s t .
- -  Bernard  L e w i s ,
The M i d d l e  E a s t  and
t h e  W e s t - -
The d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h i s  p r i n c i p a l  
i s s u e :  What i s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  form or model  o f  s t a t e - m o s q u e
r e l a t i o n s  in T u n i s i a  as  d i s t i n c t  from o t h e r  Sunni  Mi dd l e  
E a s t e r n  n a t i o n  s t a t e s ?  I t  i s  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  t h a t  p r e c i s e  mo d e l s  o f  s t a t e - m o s q u e  
i n t e r a c t i o n s  v ar y  w i d e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  M i dd l e  E a s t .  The
1
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" a u t h e n t i c  I s l a m i c "  model  in T u n i s i a  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e s e  
i mp o r t an t  d i f f e r e n c e s  have s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n s e q u e n c e s  for  the  
p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s  e x i s t i n g  in t h e  r e g i o n .
Throughout  h i s t o r y  a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  has e x i s t e d
b e t ween  r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c s .  The r o o t s  o f  t h i s
r e l a t i o n s h i p  can be f ound ,  f o r  one e x a mp l e ,  in t h e  P h a r a o n i c
c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  Egypt  d u r i n g  whi ch  t he  r u l e r s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t
t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  came from t he  g o d s .  The s u n - g o d  Re "was a
d i v i n e  k i n g ,  and l e g e n d  s a i d  t h a t  he has been t h e  f i r s t  k i n g
o f  Egypt  in p r i m o r d i a l  t i m e s . S i m i l a r l y ,  Greek p o l i t i c a l
e l i t e s  a s s e r t e d  t he y  we r e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  Z e u s .  I n de e d ,  t he
n o t i o n  o f  t he  " p h i l o s o p h e r  k ing"  in Greek t h o u g ht
2
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p o i n t .  As Barker  e x p l a i n e d :
The Greek p o l i s ' s  c h i e f  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  be t h a t  
o f  t r a i n i n g  and s u s t a i n i n g  t h e  mat ure  in t he  
way o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  That  i s  why we speak  
o f  such a s t a t e  as  r e a l l y  a c hu r c h :  L i k e
C a l v i n ' s  c hurch  i t  e x e r c i s e s  a " ho l y  
d i s c i p l i n e . "  P o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y . t h u s  
becomes  a s o r t  o f  moral  t h e o l o g y .
In a n c i e n t  I s r a e l ,  t h e  monarchy was grounded in t he  
" a p o l i s t i c  p r o p h e c y , "  s i n c e  t h e  k i n g s  "pe rformed a l t a r  
s e r v i c e s  and w e r e  c h ar g ed  w i t h  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t he  
t e m p l e s . "  In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  k i n g  was " a no t h e r  embodiment
h
of  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i t  i s  g o d ' s  w i l l  t h a t  r u l e s  on e a r t h . "  In
t h e  same v e i n ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church  p l a y e d  a fundamenta l  
r o l e  in t he  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  o f  Europe f or  c e n t u r i e s .  As 
Ul lman e x p l a i n e d ,  ".  . . t h e  M i d d l e  Ages  we r e  t h e  a g e s  o f  
f a i t h ,  in  w hi c h  C h r i s t i a n i t y  p l a y e d  a d e c i s i v e  and
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d e t e r m i n a t i v e  role.""* Mo r e o v e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  n i n t h  c e n t u r y ,
when t h e  papacy assumed an i mp o r t an t  i n i t i a t i v e ,  t he
s ymbo l i s m o f  u n c t i o n  meant  t h a t  ".  . . b e c a u s e  C h r i s t ' s
g r a c e  f l o w e d  i n t o  t h e  k i n g ,  he h e r e b y  became t h e  ' t y p e  o f
C h r i s t '  or t h e  ' f i g u r e  o f  C h r i s t . ' " * *
The n o t i o n  o f  t h e  two c i t i e s - - s e p a r a t i o n  b e t ween  s t a t e
and c h u r c h - - w a s  e mp h a s i z e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  and
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  when " t h e  c o n t e mp o r a r y  n a t i o n  s t a t e s
o f  t h e  West  e v o l v e d  out  o f  t h e  M e d i e v a l  r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l
s y s t e m  o f  C a t h o l i c  i n t e g r i s m .  The M e d i e v a l  s y n t h e s i s  was
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c r a c k e d  open by t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n  and R e n a i s s a n c e .  . .
The t h r e e  major  s t e p s  t h a t  l e d  toward t h e  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  
We s t e r n  s o c i e t y  w e r e :  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  R e f o r m a t i o n  in t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  a r e n a ,  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e ,  and t h en  t h e  age  o f
g
E n l i g h t e n m e n t  or R e a s o n .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n
" c h a l l e n g e d  many t r a d i t i o n a l  dogmas and put  an end t o  t he
l o n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  c hurch  ove r  p e o p l e ' s  
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m i n d s . "  Thus ,  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n  marked t h e  r i s e  o f  
r a t i o n a l i s m ,  s c i e n t i f i c  me t hod ,  and s e c u l a r i s m .
The r o l e  o f  r e l i g i o n  in modern s t a t e  p o l i t i c a l  
d ev e l o p m e n t  i s  an i mp o r t an t  and r e l e v a n t  q u e s t i o n  f o r  t he  
s t u d e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  or c o m p a r a t i v e  p o l i t i c s  in 
t h e  c o nt e mp o r a r y  e r a .  I s l a m  and r e l i g i o n  in g e n e r a l  have  
been  c o n s i d e r e d  o b s t a c l e s  t o  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  or r e t a r d i n g  
f o r c e s  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  modern s t a t e s .  P o l i t i c a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r i s t s  q u e s t i o n a b l y  ( o r  a r g u a b l y )  c o n s i d e r
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s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  as  t h e  c r u c i a l  s t e p  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  in 
o r d e r  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t .
I s l a m  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  dominant  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  o f  
t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  As t he  s ec o n d  l a r g e s t  r e l i g i o n  in t he  
w o r l d ,  I s l a m  has won m i l l i o n s  o f  c o n v e r t s  ov e r  t h e  l a s t  
t w e n t y  y e a r s .  Yet  i t  must  a l s o  be n o t ed  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  
I s l a m i c  n a t i o n s  a r e  not  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  in t h e  M i d d l e  
E a s t .  I n d o n e s i a ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  120 
m i l l i o n  M u s l i m s ,  i s  in E a s t  A s i a .  Moreover  a s u b s t a n t i a l  
number o f  Mus l ims  l i v e s  in n o n - I s l a m i c  s t a t e s ;  o n e - t e n t h  o f  
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  I n d i a  ( a b o u t  t w i c e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
E g y p t )  a r e  M u s l i m s .  The S o v i e t  Uni on  and Chi na  i n c l u d e  a 
l a r g e  number o f  Mus l i ms  who we r e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  I s l a m  d u r i n g  
t h e  Omayyad C a l i p h a t e .
W h i l e  I s l a m  i s  not  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  Arab w o r l d ,  i t  i s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  u n i q u e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  Arab c u l t u r e .  Mohammad 
t h e  P r o p h e t  was an Arab .  The K o r a n i c  m e s s a g e  was in A r a b i c ,  
and t h e  c e n t e r s  o f  t h e  baj  j ( p i l g r i m a g e )  a r e  Mecca and 
Medi na .  The M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s  have  been  c h o s e n  as  
m o d e l s  o f  s t a t e - m o s q u e  r e l a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  t h e  pr ob l e m  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  e x i s t s  in an e s p e c i a l l y  u r g e n t  and i n f l u e n t i a l  
form in t h a t  a r e a .
W h i l e  I s l a m  i s  a t o t a l  c r e e d  in  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  
e n c o m p a s s e s  e v e r y  s p h e r e  o f  human l i f e ,  i t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
o f f e r s  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  s t a t e - m o s q u e  r e l a t i o n s .  The 
c o n t e m p o r a r y  movement known as  t h e  " I s l a m i c  r e s u r g e n c e , "  for
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i n s t a n c e ,  has  worked out  d i f f e r e n t l y  in i n d i v i d u a l  
c o u n t r i e s .  Thus ,  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  i s  a ha z a r d o us  e n t e r p r i s e .  
M o r e o v e r ,  e v e n t s  in t h e  l a t e  1970s  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 s - - i n  I r a n ,  
ma r ki ng  t h e  t a k e o v e r  by r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s ;  In E g y p t ,  Anwar 
S a d a t ' s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  by Mu s l i m r e f o r m i s t s ;  In Turkey t he  
r e c e n t  p o l i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l s  p r o d u c i n g  u n c e r t a i n t y  about  t he  
f u t u r e  o f  Kemal A t a t u r k ' s  s e c u l a r  r e f o r m s ;  In Saudi  A ra b i a  
t h e  s t a b i l i t y  and f u t u r e  o f  t h e  monarchy;  In T u n i s i a ,  t h e  
i c r e a s i n g l y  r i s i n g  I s l a m i c  r e f o r m i s t  movement;  and 
e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e  " r e s u r g e n c e "  or " r e v i v a l "  o f  I s l a m i c  
movements  t h r o u g h ou t  t h e  w o r l d - - c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
c r u c i a l  i mp o r t an c e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be t ween  r e l i g i o n  and 
p o l i t i c s  in t h e  Mi d d l e  E a s t .
I t  i s  i mp o r t an t  t o  n o t e  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  t h a t  t h e  term 
" f u n d a m e n t a l i s t "  i s  u sed  as  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  t erms  
" r e v i v a l i s t "  and " r e f o r m i s t s . "  I n d e e d ,  t h e  t erm  
" f u n d a m e n t a l i s t "  has a E u r o c e n t r i s t  c o n n o t a t i o n .  I t  was  
c o i n e d  by We s te r n  t h i n k e r s  who c a l l e d  " f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s "  
t h o s e  who wante d  t o  go back t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  umma (Musl im  
communi ty)  a s  i t  was u s e d  under Mohammad and t h e  muhaj i run 
( t h o s e  who f l e d  w i t h  him t o  Medi na)  in t h e  i d e a l  P r i s t i n e  
Me di na .  In t h e  e r a s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  t h e  a d h e r e n t s  t o  t he  
r e f o r m i s t  or r e v i v a l i s t  movements  in Mi d d l e  E a s t e r n  p o l i t i c s  
d i d  not  c a l l  f o r  a r e t u r n  t o  t h e  " f u n d a m e n t a l i s t "  c o n c e p t  as  
t h a t  n o t i o n  was d e v e l o p e d  in t h e  e a r l y  days  o f  I s l a m .  As i t  
w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in C ha pt e r  VI ,  t h e  i mpetus  f o r  what
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W e s t e r n e r s  c a l l  " f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  movements" i s  bas e d  on 
e c o n om i c  d e p r i v a t i o n  or c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s .  In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  
t h e  t h e o l o g y  p r o v i d e d  t h e  impet us  for  and t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e s e  movement s .
In modern h i s t o r y ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  c h u r c h - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  
in  d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s  has come t o  a v e r y  sharp  f o c u s  in t h e  
M i d d l e  E a s t  b e c a u s e  o f  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s .  F i r s t ,  s i n c e  World  
War I I ,  t h e  r e g i o n  has become s t r a t e g i c a l l y  i mp o r t a n t  in 
S o v i e t - A m e r i c a n  r e l a t i o n s .  S e c o n d ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t he  
I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  s a l i e n c e  o f  t h e  
t o p i c  o f  t he  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  I s l a m  i s  a " t o t a l  s y s t e m , "  
p u r p o r t i n g  t o  r e g u l a t e  e v e r y  s p h e r e  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t he  p o l i t i c a l  and e c o no mi c  r e a l m s .  T h i r d ,  t he  
M i d d l e  E a s t  p r e s e n t s  a m o s a i c  o f  mode l s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  
numerous forms and v a r i a t i o n s  o f  s t a t e - m o s q u e  r e l a t i o n s .  
F o u r t h ,  in r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  has  been a r e v i v a l  o f  I s l a m i c  
v a l u e s  and i d e a s .  T h i s  has  had a pro f ound  impact  upon 
p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  in t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .
Anot her  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  s a l i e n c e  o f  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s t a t e -  
mosque r e l a t i o n s  in t he  w o r l d  in g e n e r a l ,  and in t h e  Mi dd l e  
E a s t  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i s  t h a t  communist  l e a d e r s ,  namely  L e n i n ,  
have  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  need t o  be s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  
"backward" c o u n t r i e s  in p u r s u i n g  t h e i r  g o a l  o f  pr o mo t i n g  
communism in u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  s o c i e t i e s .  V l a d i m i r  L e n i n ,  who 
e s s e n t i a l l y  e q u a t e d  f e u d a l  ism w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  movement s ,  
m e n t i o n e d  s e v e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  "backward n a t i o n s "  t h a t
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a r e  " p a r t i c u l a r l y  i mp o r t an t  t o  bear  in mi nd . "  In h i s
"The se s  on t h e  N a t i o n a l  and C o l o n i a l  Q u e s t i o n s , "  Le n i n
a l l u d e d  t o  t h e  i mp or t a n c e  o f  n a t i o n a l i s t  i s s u e s ,  whi ch
i m p l i c i t l y  i n c l u d e  t r a d i t i o n  and r e l i g i o n :
The more backward t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  s t r o n g e r  
i s  t h e  h o l d  o f  s m a l l - s c a l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  p a t r i a r c h a l i s m  and i s o l a t i o n ,  
w hi c h  i n e v i t a b l y  l e n d  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r e n g t h  and 
t e n a c i t y  t o  t h e  d e e p e s t  o f  p e t t y  [ s i c ] -  
b o u r g e o i s  p r e j u d i c e s ,  i . e . ,  t o  n a t i o n a l  
e g o i s m  and n a t i o n a l  n a r r o w - m i n d e d n e s s  . . . . 
I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  duty  o f  t h e  c l a s s ­
c o n s c i o u s  communis t  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  regar d  
w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  c a u t i o n  and a t t e n t i o n  t h e  
s u r v i v a l  o f  n a t i o n a l i s t  s e n t i m e n t s  in t h e  
c o u n t r i e s  and among n a t i o n s  w h i ch  have  been  
o p p r e s s e d  t h e  l o n g e s t ;  i t  i s  e q u a l l y  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  make c e r t a i n  c o n c e s s i o n s  w i t h  a 
v i e w  to  more r a i d l y  o v er c o m i n g  t h i s  d i s t r u s t  
and t h e s e  p r e j u d i c e .
In t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  Le n i n  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  k in d  o f  
compromise  t h a t  s h o u l d  be a c c e p t e d  by communist  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s .  R e l i g i o n ,  c u s t o m s ,  and t r a d i t i o n s  
t h a t  do not  t h r e a t e n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  
s h o u l d  not  be o p p o s e d  or e l i m i n a t e d .  Thus ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  
communism r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  " n a t i o n a l  
s e n t i m e n t s , "  i n c l u d i n g  r e l i g i o n  and t r a d i t i o n s .
For p e r h a p s  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and 
o t h e r  no n- communi s t  n a t i o n s  must  a l s o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  p a r t  
p l a y e d  by r e l i g i o n  in s h a p i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i d e n t i t y  and 
f u t u r e  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s .  For e x a mp l e ,  in t h e o r i e s  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o p os ed  by We s te r n  c omme n t a t or s  ( a s  
we s h a l l  s e e  more f u l l y  in C ha p t er  I ) ,  t h e  c r u c i a l  r o l e  
p l a y e d  by r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s  and e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  has f r e q u e n t l y
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been  n e g l e c t e d .  B e c a u s e  t h e y  l a r g e l y  i g n o r e  r e l i g i o n ,  f ew  
t h e o r i e s  p r e s e n t  an a d e q u a t e  or s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in T h i r d  World c o u n t r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
in I s l a m i c  s o c i e t i e s .
W h i l e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  I s l a m  and d e v e l o p m e n t  has been  
e x t e n s i v e l y  a n a l y z e d  f o r  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  I r a n ,  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  has  been d e v o t e d  t o  i t  f o r  Sunni  North  
A f r i c a  g e n e r a l l y  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  T u n i s i a .  I n d e e d ,  
s i n c e  t h e  I s l a m i c  " r e v i v a l "  o f  t h e  1 9 7 0 s ,  mos t  r e s e a r c h  
f o c u s s e d  p r i m a r i l y  upon t h e  S h i ' i t e  s e c t  o f  I s l a m .  T u n i s i a  
f o l l o w s  t h e  Sunni  branch  o f  I s l a m .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  i t  i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e r e  
was a s t r o n g  S h i ' i t e  t r a d i t i o n  in North  A f r i c a ,  and t h e  c i t y  
o f  C a i r o  was f ounde d  by S h i ' i t e s  f rom t h e  Maghreb.  T u n i s i a  
has  u n i q u e  t r a i t s  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  o n e s  
c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  S h i ' i t e  c o u n t r i e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h i s  n a t i o n ­
s t a t e  has u n i q u e  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  e v e n  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  i t  from 
o t h e r  Sunni  c o u n t r i e s  ( i . e .  Saudi  A r a b i a ,  E g y p t ,  and 
T u r k e y ) .
I t  w i l l  be i m p or t a n t  t o  s e e  how e a r l i e r  S h i ' i t e  
t r a d i t i o n  a f f e c t e d  T u n i s i a  ( i f  a t  a l l ) .  Would i t  not  make 
t h e  c a s e  o f  T u n i s i a  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  exampl e  from  
Egypt  or Saudi  A r a b i a ?  Are  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  whi ch  a l s o  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e  T u n i s i a  from t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in o t h e r  North  
A f r i c a n  s t a t e s  - - e . g .  Mo r o c c o ,  A l g e r i a ,  L i b ya ?
Much o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  about  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t
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p r e s u p p o s e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no r o l e  a t  a l l  f o r  r e l i g i o n  in t h e  
p r o c e s s .  Indeed most  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r y  d o e s  not  
a s s i g n  any r o l e  t o  r e l i g i o n  and as s umes  t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  
a s e c u l a r  p r o c e s s .  The q u e s t i o n  i s :  what  d o e s  t h e  c a s e  o f  
T u n i s i a  and o t h e r  Sunni  mo d e l s  c o n s i d e r e d  in t h e  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  o f f e r  t o  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
when d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  r o l e  o f  r e l i g i o n  in t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n .  A f t e r  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  f i n d i n g s ,  d oe s  t he  
t h e o r y  o f  d ev e l o p m e n t  need r e v i s i n g  or p e r h ap s  ab a n do n i ng ?
The d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  u t i l i z e  a v a r i e t y  o f  s o u r c e s  in 
E n g l i s h ,  F r e n c h ,  and A r a b i c .  Most  documents  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  
from Par a l -  I j i z b , t h a t  i s ,  t h e  D e s t o u r  P a r t y ' s  bureau w i t h  
t h e  h e l p  o f  Mr Abdel  Maj i d  a l - K a r o u i ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  P r o t o c o l e s  
d u r i n g  Habib B o u r g u i b a ' s  P r e s i d e n c y .  Mr.  a l - K a r o u i  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  T u n i s i a  in t h e  Permanent  M i s s i o n  t o  
t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  in Wa s h i n g t on  D. C.  The f o l l o w i n g  
m a t e r i a l  i s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  s o u r c e s :
1) The s e r i e s  H i s t o i r e  du Movement N a t i o n a l
Tun i s i e n  e d i t e d  m a i n l y  by Mohammad Sayah who was  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  h i s t o r i a n  o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  
r e g i m e .  The s e r i e s  c o m p r i s e d  f i f t e e n  vo lumes  
w hi c h  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  B o u r g u i b a  
and t h o s e  o f  t h e  N e o - D e s t o u r  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  
movement up t o  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  
s e r i e s  we r e  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  in Fre nc h  t hen  w e r e  
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  A r a b i c  in 197 9 .
2 ) Ha b i b  B o u r g u i b a ' s  s p e e c h e s  in A r a b i c ,  Fre nc h  and 
E n g l i s h  p u b l i s h e d  in s e p a r a t e  p a m p h l e t s .  I t  i s  
i m p or t a n t  to  n o t e  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  s p e e c h e s  
w e r e  g i v e n  in t h e  c o l l o q u i a l  A r a b i c  o f  T u n i s i a ,  
then  t h e y  we r e  r e w r i t t e n  in c l a s s i c a l  ( l i t e r a r y )  
A r a b i c .
3) A u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  l e c t u r e s  by B ou rg u i b a  g i v e n
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t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  P r e s s  and I n f o r m a t i o n  S c i e n c e s  
( I n s t i t u t  de l a  P r e s s e  e t  des  S c i e n c e s  
d ' i n f o r m a t i o n )  in 1973 .  Th e s e  l e c t u r e s  were  
p u b l i s h e d  in A r a b i c ,  F r e n c h ,  and E n g l i s h  under t he  
t i t l e  H a y a t i , A r a i ,  3 i h a d i , That  i s  Ma V i e ,  Me s 
I d e e s ,  mon Combat( i n  F r e n c h ) o r  My L i f e ,  My i d e a s ,  
My S t r u g g l e  ( i n  E n g l i s h ) .  And t h e  o f f i c i a l  
b i o g r a p h y  p u b l i s h e d  by t he  T u n i s i a n  M i n i s t r y  o f  
I n f o r m a t i o n  e n t i t l e d  Habib B o u r g u i b a ;  Hayatuhu,
3 i h a d u h u , (Habib B o u r g u i b a :  Hi s  L i f e ,  His
S t r u g g l e ) .
4)  I n t e r v i e w  c o n d u c t e d  in p e r s o n  w i t h  Dr.  Touhami  
N e g ra ,  a p r e s t i g i o u s  a l i m  in T un i s  and North  
A f r i c a  and D i r e c t o r  o f  K o r a n i c  s t u d i e s  in t he  
Za y t o una  U n i v e r s i t y .
5)  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  a c t i v i s t  members o f  a l - 1 t t  i jah  
a l - I s l a m i  who w ere  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  
t h e  s t u d e n t s '  r e v i v a l i s t  movement in K a i r o u a n .
6)  P a m p h l e t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l -  I t t i j a h  a l - I s l a m i ' s  
v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m .  N o t e  t h a t  t h e s e  p amp h l e t s  were  
d i s t r i b u t e d  s e c r e t l y .
7 )  S p e e c h e s  and I n t e r v i e w s  g i v e n  by t h e  New 
P r e s i d e n t  Zin a l -*Abidin  Ben Al i .
The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  has an i mpor t ant  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  document ary  m a t e r i a l  c o n c e r n i n g  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  
P o l i t i c s .  I t  has  been  c o n s u l t e d  t hrough  computer  s e a r c h e s :  
R e l i g i o n  I n d e x ,  Index I s l a m i c u s ,  PAIS,  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  
C i t a t i o n  I n d e x ,  D i s s e r t a t i o n  A b s t r a c t s ,  and Government  
D o c u me n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  U . S .  
Agency  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t .
Fr e nc h  m a g a z i n e s ,  such  as  Jeune  Af r i q u e , L ' E x p r e s s , Le 
F i g a r o , and Le Nouve l  O b s e r v a t e u r  w i l l  be us ed  as  t h o u g h t -  
p r o v o k i n g  s o u r c e s .  M o re o v e r ,  t h e y  c o n t a i n  some v a l u a b l e  
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  l e a d e r s  in Nor t h  A f r i c a  and t h e  Mi dd l e  E a s t .
In o r d e r  t o  e xami ne  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s
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in T u n i s i a  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  and o b j e c t i v e l y ,  t h e  i n q u i r y  w i l l  
i n v o l v e  f i v e  s t a g e s .  The f i r s t  s t a g e  ( Chapt e r  I )  w i l l  
d i s c u s s  t h e  r o l e  o f  r e l i g i o n  in p o l i t i c a l  d ev e l o p m e n t  
t h e o r y .  The s ec o n d  s t a g e  c o n t a i n s  a b r i e f  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  
t h e  I s l a m i c  f a i t h ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  e mp ha s i s  on t h e  r e l a t i o n  
be t w e e n  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  in t h e  I s l a m i c  
t r a d i t i o n .  The t h i r d  s t a g e  ( C h a p t e r s  I I I ,  IV,  and V) 
p r e s e n t s  d e t a i l e d  c a s e  s t u d i e s  or a n a l y s e s  o f  s e l e c t e d  Sunni  
I s l a m i c  n a t i o n s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  mo d e l s  o f  s t a t e -  
mosque r e l a t i o n s .  N a t i o n s  c h o s e n  f o r  a n a l y s i s  a r e :  E g y p t ,  
Saudi  A r a b i a ,  and T u r k ey .
Each o f  t h e s e  mo d e l s  w i l l  be examined  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
s e v e r a l  c r i t e r i a :  e . g . ,  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  I s l a m ,  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  d e r i v e d  from or d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  
t o  I s l a m ,  and p u b l i c  p o l i c i e s  r e l a t e d  to  I s l a m .  The i n q u i r y  
w i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  upon t h e  r o l e  p l a y e d  by r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s  
and a u t h o r i t i e s  in e a c h  o f  t h e s e  s p h e r e s .  In t h e  c a s e  
s t u d i e s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  q u e s t i o n  i s  : What s p e c i f i c  forms do 
m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  t a k e  in e a c h  o f  t h e s e  I s l a m i c  
s o c i e t i e s ,  and why?
The f o u r t h  s t a g e  ( C h a p t e r s  V I ,  and V I I )  w i l l  e x p l o r e  
t h e  T u n i s i a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  or p r o f i l e  and w i l l  f o c u s  m a i n l y  on 
t h e  component s  o f  Habib B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  o f  " a u t h e n t i c  " 
I s l a m ,  t h e  r e v i v a l i s t  movement in T u n i s i a ,  and t h e  p r o s p e c t s  
o f  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  I s l a m  in T u n i s i a  under t h e  new P r e s i d e n t  
Zi n  a l - A b i d i n  Ben A l i .
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The f i f t h  s t a g e ,  t h e  c o n c l u d i n g  c h a p t e r ,  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  
common p r o b l e m s ,  dominant  p a t t e r n s  and t e n d e n c i e s ,  and  
s i g n i f i c a n t  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and c o n t r a s t s  in t h e  T u n i s i a n  c a s e  
and in t h e  c a s e  s t u d i e s  e x a m i n e d ,  in o r d e r  t o  a r r i v e  a t  
g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  about  t h e  p a t t e r n s  and i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  in Sunni  n a t i o n  s t a t e s .  F i n a l l y ,  
s u g g e s t i o n s  w i l l  be o f f e r e d  r e g a r d i n g  needed  r e v i s i o n s  in 
p r e v a l e n t  c o n c e p t s  and t h e o r i e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .
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C H A P T E R  I
RELIGION IN THE CONCEPT OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT
D e v e l o p me n t  has c a p t u r e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  ' s t a g e  of  
h i s t o r y .  T h i s  ambiguous  p r o c e s s  i s  o f t e n  
d e p i c t e d  as  t h e  c r u c i b l e  t h r o u g h  whi ch  a l l  
s o c i e t i e s  must  p a s s  and,  i f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  
emerge  p u r i f i e d :  modern,  a f f l u e n t ,  and 
e f f i c i e n t .  But such a p r o t r a i t  i s  
m i s l e a d i n g :  i t  c o n f u s e s  a p a r t  o f
c o n t e m p o r a r y  h i s t o r y  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e r  w h o l e .  
H i s t o r y  i s  made by t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  
broad cha ng e  p r o c e s s e s  w h i c h  t o u c h  a l l  
s p h e r e s  o f  human l i f e .  T h e s e  c h a n g e s  a r e ,  in 
t h e i r  t o t a l i t y ,  f a r  more c o m p r e h e n s i v e  than  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n e .
- - D e n i s  G o u l e t ,  C r u e l  C h o i c e .
Theory  o f  P o l i t i c a l  D e v e l o p me n t  D e f i n e d  
T h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  an a t t e m p t  t o  s y n t h e s i z e  s e v e r a l  
s t u d i e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  and e x p l o r e  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  p o l i t i c s  and 
r e l i g i o n ,  in o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  in  
t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  more i n t e l l i g e n t l y .
The o r i g i n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  c r i s i s  in t h e  f i e l d  of  
c o m p a r a t i v e  p o l i t i c s  i s  by no means new.  I t s  r o o t s  a r e  
embedded in t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  a parad i gm w hi ch  d o mi n a t ed  t he  
d i s c i p l i n e  f o r  t h r e e  d e c a d e s .  I n d e e d ,  s e v e r a l  s c h o l a r s  
i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  in d e f i n i n g  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
c o m p a r a t i v e  p o l i t i c s  b o u n d a r i e s .  As Howard 3 .  Wiarda  
s u c c i n c t l y  i n d i c a t e d ,  " t h e r e  i s  no l o n g e r  a s i n g l e  
i n t e g r a t i n g  s e t  o f  t h e o r i e s  on w h i c h  s c h o l a r s  can a g r e e .  . . 
T h e r e  i s  a l a c k  o f  c l e a r  f o c u s ,  and t h e  f i e l d  i t s e l f  has  
become f r a g me n t e d  and d i s j o i n t e d . " *  The mos t  i n t e r e s t i n g
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s u b d i s c i p l i n e  in t h i s  a r e a  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  i s  t h e  i s s u e  
o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  and u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t .
Among p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  began in Europe  a t  t h e  t ur n  o f  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  when t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a l t e r e d  
t h e  e c o n om i c  and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  Du r i n g  t h e  19th  and 
e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  and d e v e l o p m e n t  meant  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  o r d e r .  The c o n c e p t  o f  
n a t i o n a l  d ev e l o p m e n t  became e v e n  more a t t r a c t i v e  f o r  
r e s e a r c h  in t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  World War I I .  D ur i n g  t h a t  
t i m e ,  newl y  i n d e p e n d e n t  n a t i o n s  emerged in t h e  w o r l d  t o  
t r a n s f o r m  t h e  s c o p e  o f  w o r l d  p o l i t i c s .  I n d e e d ,  in t h e  1960s  
d e v e l o p m e n t  became t h e  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e o r y  in c o m p a r a t i v e  
p o l i t i c s ,  s i n c e  i t  i n t e g r a t e d  numerous c o n c e p t s  and p r o v i d e d  
a c e n t r a l  c o r e  t o  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s .
The c o n c e p t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  has s u b s e q u e n t l y
become e x t r e m e l y  c o m p l e x .  The l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  s u b j e c t
e n c o m p a s s e s  a v a r i e t y  o f  a p p r o a c h e s  and p e r s p e c t i v e s  bas ed
on d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o l s  o f  t h o u g h t  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f
p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  ( e . g .  s t r u c t u r a l  f u n c t i o n a l i s m ,  s y s t e m s
t h e o r y ,  c o mmu n i c a t io n  t h e o r y ,  Marxi sm,  and de pe nde nc y  
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t h e o r y . )  T od a y ,  d ev e l o p m e n t  t h e o r y  i s  d i v i d e d  b e t we e n  two 
d i v e r s e  g r o u p s :  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and e c o n o m i s t s .  For 
t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  f o c u s  i s  p l a c e d  a l m o s t  
e x c l u s i v e l y  upon t h e o r i e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d ev e l o p m e n t  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  s i n c e  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  more
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d i r e c t l y  r e l e v a n t  t o  our i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
At t h e  o u t s e t ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n d i c a t e  q u i t e
s p e c i f i c a l l y  how t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  "de ve l opment "  i s  d e f i n e d  by
d i f f e r e n t  t h e o r i s t s ,  and how i t  i s  us ed  in t h e  c o n t e x t  of
t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  The r e  a r e  many d i v e r s e - -  and o f t e n
c o n t r a d i c t o r y - -  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n c e p t .
James Coleman i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  term t o  mean t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  a
p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e  two t y p e s  o f  p a t t e r n s :
f i r s t ,  i n t e g r a t i n g ,  r e g u l a t i n g ,  and c o n t a i n i n g  " t h e  t e n s i o n s
and c o n f l i c t s  produced  by i n c r e a s e d  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n " ;  and
s e c o n d ,  new forms o f  " p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and r e s o u r c e
d i s t r i b u t i o n  a d e q u a t e l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  demands g e n e r a t e d
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by t h e  i m p e r a t i v e s  o f  e q u a l i t y . "
Wal t  W. R o s t o w e n v i s i o n e d  a l i n e a r  p a t h  t h r o u g h  whi ch  
a l l  c o u n t r i e s  must  p a s s  in o r d er  t o  a c h i e v e  d e v e l o p m e n t .
T h i s  path  c o m p r i s e s  s i x  major  s t a g e s  o f  g r o w t h .  F i r s t ,  
t h e r e  a re  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  whe re  t h e  e c o n om i c  l i f e  i s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by f i x e d  land and t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  and 
e c o n o mi c  s t r u c t u r e s .  S ec o n d ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  p r e c o n d i t i o n s  
f or  " t a k e - o f f "  d e l i n e a t e d  by improvement  o f  c o mm u n i c a t i o n ,  
an enhanced  s e n s e  o f  n a t i o n h o o d ,  an i n c r e a s e  in t h e  number 
o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  and t h e  eme r g e nc e  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  
government  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h i r d ,  " t h e  t a k e - o f f "  o c c u r s ;  i t  
i s  brought  about  by t he  i n t e r n a l  c h a n g e s  in p r e c o n d i t i o n s ;  
and i t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by d e v e l o p i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r s .  
The f o u r t h  s t a g e  i s  t h e  d r i v e  toward m a t u r i t y ,  when t he
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economy b e n e f i t s  from t h e  improvement  o f  s c i e n c e .  The f i f t h  
s t a g e  c o n s i s t s  o f  h i g h  mass  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  l i n k a g e s  b e t we e n  
i n d u s t r i e s  and m a r k e t s ,  h i g h  g r o w t h ,  and i n c r e a s e d  
i n v e s t m e n t .  The s i x t h  s t a g e  i s  t h a t  o f  h i g h  mass  
c o n s u m p t i o n  in d e v e l o p e d  s o c i e t i e s .  In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  
d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  v i e we d  " p r i m a r i l y  as  a m a t t e r  o f  ' e c o n o m i c  
g r o w t h ' ,  and s e c o n d a r i l y  as  a pr o b l e m o f  s e c u r i n g  s o c i a l
5
c h an ge  n e c e s s a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  g r o w t h . "
Kar l  D e u t s c h  d e f i n e d  deve lopment -  as  t h e  c h an ge  from 
p o v e r t y  t o  w e a l t h ,  i l l i t e r a c y  t o  w i d e s p r e a d  e d u c a t i o n ,  h i g h  
d e a t h  r a t e s  t o  lower o n e s ,  n a t i o n a l  w e a kn e ss  t o  n a t i o n a l  
p owe r ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  an o b s o l e t e  
t e c h n o l o g y  by a modern o n e /
L u c i e n  Pye i d e n t i f i e d  t h r e e  major  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  wh i ch  a r e  e m p h as i z e d  in most  
d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t .  He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t ,  " t h e  f i r s t  
b r o a d l y  s ha re d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  n o t e d  i s  a g e n e r a l  s p i r i t  or  
a t t i t u d e  toward e q u a l i t y . "  That  i s ,  p o l i t i c a l  d ev e l o p m e n t  
e n t a i l s  "mass p a r t i c i p a t i o n "  and t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  p e o p l e  
in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s .  S e c o n d ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  d e a l s  w i t h  
" t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m , "  w h i c h  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on 
" a l l  t h e  s h e e r  m a g n i t u d e ,  s c o p e ,  and s c a l e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and 
g o v e r n m e n t a l  p e r f o r m a n c e . "  The t h i r d  theme common t o  t he  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  t h e  " d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  
and s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and e c o n om i c  
s t r u c t u r e s , "  or t h e  e me r g e n c e  o f  a d e g r e e  o f  d i v i s i o n  o f
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l a b o r  w i t h i n  t h e  r e a l m o f  government  and t h e  economy. ^
S i m i l a r l y ,  a f t e r  s u c c i n c t l y  a n a l y z i n g  s e v e r a l  works  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  R o b e r t  Packenham 
i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  main c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  i t ,  a s  commonly  
s t r e s s e d  by such t h e o r i s t s  as  Max Weber and 3ohn Buge .
T h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  a c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e ,  an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c a p a c i t y ,  an e c o n o mi c  b a s e ,  and an o r g a n i z e d
g
s o c i a l  s y s t e m .
One o f  t he  most  i n t e r e s t i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t
i s  p r e s e n t e d  by Samuel  P .  H u n t i n g t o n .  He e m p h a s i z e d  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s t a b i l i t y  and s t a t u s  quo in t h e  p r o c e s s  o f
d e v e l o p m e n t .  He a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r
c o n s t r a i n i n g  new g r o u p s  in d e v e l o p i n g  s o c i e t i e s  from
e n t e r i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a .  He m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e
i n c r e a s e  in demands in a s y s t e m  in t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f
d e v e l o p m e n t  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  i n s t a b i l i t y  a nd ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,
r e s u l t  in g r o w i n g  c o r r u p t i o n ,  v i o l e n c e ,  and " p o l i t i c a l
d e c a y . ” I n de e d ,  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  s t a n d  on d e v e l o p m e n t  v i s - a - v i s
o t h e r  a p p r o a c h e s  was r a t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  He s t r e s s e d  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o n t a i n i n g  c h a n g e  in o rd er  t o  m a i n t a i n
s t a b i l i t y ,  b a l a n c e ,  and o r d e r .  He " l e a n e d  toward
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  r a t h e r  than toward t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y
d i s r u p t i v e  demands o f  a p a r t i c i p a t i n g  and m o b i l i z i n g  
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s o c i e t y . "  M o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  in H u n t i n g t o n ' s  v i e w ,  b r i n g s  
a b o u t  r a p i d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e s  and an i n c r e a s e  in s o c i a l  
m o b i l i t y  whi ch  u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  d e c a y . A s
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R o na l d  C h i l c o t e  e x p l a i n e d ,  p o l i t i c a l  d e c a y  i s  "a r e f l e c t i o n  
o f  i n s t a b i l i t y ,  c o r r u p t i o n ,  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  and v i o l e n c e ,  
and i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t . " ^  In 
o t h e r  w o r d s ,  p o l i t i c a l  d e c a y  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a f r a g me n t ed  
p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  and a d i s i n t e g r a t e d ,  c o r r u p t  s o c i e t y .
H u n t i n g t o n  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  as  t h e  key  and
main v e h i c l e  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n  and n a t i o n  b u i l d i n g .  The p a r t y
i s  d e p i c t e d  in t h i s  c o n t e x t  a s  t h e  o r g a n i z e r  o f  l e g i t i m a c y
and t h e  p r o v i d e r  o f  s t a b i l i t y .  L i m i t i n g  t h e  number o f
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  H u n t i n g t o n  a r g u e d ,  w i l l  s e c u r e  c o n s t a n c y
12and w i l l  p r e p a r e  t h e  pa t h  f o r  sound d e v e l o p m e n t .
The i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  about  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  
d ev e l o p m e n t  i s  h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  c r u e l  c h o i c e s  i n v o l v e d  
in  t h e  p r o c e s s .  N a t i o n - b u i l d i n g  d o e s  i nde e d  e n t a i l  
r e s t r i c t i n g  some g r o u p s  from p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
p r o c e s s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  underwent  r a c i a l  
s t r u g g l e s  b e f o r e  i t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  b l a c k s  and m i n o r i t i e s  in 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .
In p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  t h e r e  a r e  more than t h i r t y  
d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r i e s  w h i c h ,  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  some 
o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  can be c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h r e e  major  
s c h o o l s  o f  t h o u g h t .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  what  may be c a l l e d  
"o r t ho do x "  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r i s t s ,  who 
a r g u e  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  means e s s e n t i a l l y  a h i g h  
d e g r e e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by t h e  members o f  t he  
s o c i e t y .  Among o r t h o d o x  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i s t s ,  t h e r e  a re
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o t h e r s  who m a i n t a i n  t h a t  d e ve l o p m e n t  i s  a r e s u l t  o f
e s t a b l i s h i n g  an e l a b o r a t e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  t o  c a r r y  out
t h e  major  t a s k  o f  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  p l a n s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .
The o r t h o d o x  s c h o o l  s e e s  t h e  W e s t e r n  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  as  t h e
model  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  T h i r d  and F o u r t h  W o r l d s .
A s e c o n d  group c o n s i s t s  o f  M a r x i s t  p o l i t i c a l
d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r i s t s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  whom b e l o n g s  t o  t h e
"dependency" s c h o o l  o f  t h o u g h t .  T h i s  approach  c o n s i d e r s
r e v o l u t i o n  t o  be t h e  l e a d i n g  f a c t o r  f o s t e r i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t .
The M a r x i s t  app roach  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l  be e x p l o r e d  a t  a 
13l a t e r  s t a g e .
A t h i r d  s c h o o l  o f  t h o u g h t  c o m p r i s e s  t h e  s k e p t i c s  about  
t h e  b a s i c  c o n c e p t  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Th e s e  t h e o r i s t s  q u e s t i o n  
t h e  w ho l e  e t h o s  o f  t h e  d ev e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s .  B r i e f  a t t e n t i o n  
w i l l  be p a i d  t o  e ac h  o f  t h e s e  a p p r o a c h e s .
Or t h o d o x  De v e l o p me n t  T h e o r y ;  D eve l opment  as  F u n c t i o n  o f
P a r t  i c i p a t  ion
Among t h e  s c h o l a r s  who a r g u e  t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  a
f u n c t i o n  o f  expanded  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a r e :  L u c i e n
P y e ,  Myron W e i n e r ,  James Col eman,  David  A p t e r ,  and A l l a n
K o r nb er g .  Most  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t he  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e
R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  d e f i n e  and a n a l y z e  t he
" de ve l o p me n t  c r i s i s "  in t h e  1960s  and 1 9 7 0 s .  In t h e
l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  v a r i o u s  me a n i n gs  a r e
g i v e n  to  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  and t h i s  f a c t
r e s u l t s  in u n d e r l y i n g  c o n f u s i o n  about  t h e  c o n c e p t .
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As an i d e a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  means a h i g h  l e v e l
o f  r e g u l a r  i n v o l v e m e n t  by t h e  a d u l t  p o p u l a t i o n  in t he
p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s .  I t  i n c l u d e s  such s p e c i f i c  c o n c e p t s  as
u n i v e r s a l  s u f f e r a g e ,  f ree dom o f  s p e e c h ,  a b s e n c e  o f
c e n s o r s h i p ,  v o t i n g  r e f e r e n d a ,  and o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  o f  c i t i z e n
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  Emmanuel W a l l e r s t e i n
i d e n t i f i e d  s e v e r a l  c r i t e r i a  t o  meas ure  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  Among t h e s e  a r e :  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l
p a r t i e s ,  e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c i a l s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c
i n t e r e s t  in l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and e s p e c i a l l y ,  " t h e  c o n t i n u a l
a c c o r d i n g  o f  l e g i t i m a c y  and s u p p or t  t o  a s t a t e  and i t s  
14g o v e r n m e n t ."
P y e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f
n a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  has  t o  e n t a i l  p o p u l a r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  whi ch
" i n v o l v e s  [ p r i m a r i l y ]  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  and new
s t a n d a r d s  o f  l o y a l t y  and i n v o l v e m e n t . " ^  The d i m e n s i o n  o f
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  W e s t ,  Pye a r g u e d ,  was
i n t i m a t e l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  b r o a d e n i n g  o f  s u f f e r a g e  and t he
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  e l e m e n t s  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a . ^
Pye added t h a t  t h e  pr ob l e m p o s e d  by m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in t h e
d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  e ma n a t es  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t
" p a r t i c i p a t i o n  has no t  been c o u p l e d  w i t h  an e l e c t o r a l
p r o c e s s  but  has  been  e s s e n t i a l l y  a new form o f  mass  r e s p o n s e
17t o  e l i t e  m a n i p u l a t i o n . "  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  o n l y  on paper  b e c a u s e  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  
e l i t e s  s t a g e d  f a k e  e l e c t i o n s  where  t h e  p e o p l e  who
R e p ro d u c e d  with p erm iss ion  of  th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r the r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .
2 1
p a r t i c i p a t e d  where  g i v e n  no c h o i c e  and we r e  a s ke d  t o  v o t e  
f o r  whoever  was a l r e a d y  p i c k e d  by t h o s e  e l i t e s .  However ,  Pye  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  f i r m  r u l e  and e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h o u l d  
not  be c o n s i d e r e d  as  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
but  r a t h e r  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
a r e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a modern n a t i o n  
state.***
La Pal ombara  has  e x p l o r e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  gave  
b i r t h  t o  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  in t h e  We s t ,  n a me l y ,  " t h e  c r i s i s  
o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n "  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  in Europe d u r i n g  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  He a s s o c i a t e d  t he  
q u e s t i o n  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e l a t e d  i s s u e  o f  
l e g i  t i m a c y :
Once a number o f  s u b j e c t s  c e a s e ,  f o r  w h a t e v e r  
r e a s o n ,  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  
r u l e r s ,  t he n  c l o s e d  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s  a r e  
p l a c e d  under s t r e s s  and,  e x c e p t  in v e r y  r a r e  
i n s t a n c e s ,  c a n n o t  remain c l o s e d .  T h i s  i s  
t r u e  w he t he r  t h e  r u l e r s  be h e r e d i t a r y  
m o na r c h s ,  t r i b a l  c h i e f t a i n s ,  a s c r i p t i v e l y  
s e l e c t e d  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  or c o l o n i a l  m a s t e r s .
S i m i l a r l y ,  Coleman i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  whi ch
i n v o l v e s  t h e  members o f  a g i v e n  s o c i e t y  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and
e c o n om i c  p r o c e s s e s  i s  one  f u n da me n t a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  
20d e v e l o p m e n t .  The i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
a n a l y z e d  by Coleman i s  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s .  He 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  four  p r i n c i p a l  p e r i o d s  e n c o u n t e r e d  by 
u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n s  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e d  c o l o n i a l i s m .  The  
f i r s t  s t a g e  e n t a i l s  a c c o m o d a t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s  t o  
t h e  new c o l o n i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  The s e c o n d  s t a g e  i s
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c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a g i t a t i o n  and a s s e r t i o n .  Dur i n g  t h e  t h i r d
p e r i o d - - t e r m i n a l  c o l o n i a l i s m - - ,  d i f f e r e n t  c o m p e t i n g  groups
maneuver  and s t r u g g l e  f o r  power in t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r .
The l a s t  s t a g e  e n t a i l s  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  in
2 1t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  Coleman s t r e s s e d  t he  f a c t
t h a t  not  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  have  gone  t hrough  a l l  t h e s e  s t a g e s ;
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  has been a c e r t a i n  b r o a d e n i n g  o f  t h e
22p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  b a s e .
D eve l opment  as  F u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  B u r e a u c r a t i c  P r o c e s s
Ralph  B r a i b a n t i  and Howard W r i g g i n s  w e r e  t h e  two major
p r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  s c h o o l  o f  p o l i t i c a l
d e v e l o p m e n t .  In t u r n ,  t h e y  we r e  h e a v i l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by
23L a s s w e l l e a n  p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t .  B u r e a u c r a c y  r e f e r s  t o  t h e
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a g e n c i e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i ch  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e
t o  an e x e c u t i v e  and a r e  u s u a l l y  in c h a r g e  o f  a d m i n i s t e r i n g
and i m p l e m e n t i n g  laws  and p o l i c i e s .  The main argument
a d v a n c e d  by t h i s  s c h o o l  was t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t a s k  of
" d e v e l o p i n g "  c o u n t r i e s  was t o  e s t a b l i s h  and o p e r a t e  an
e f f i c i e n t ,  W e s t e r n - s t y l e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  s y s t e m  t h a t  would
2a
r e p l a c e  t h e  p r e - c o l o n i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
Two major  p o i n t s  w ere  e m p h a s i z e d  by bo t h  B r a i b a n t i  and 
W r i g g i n s .  On t h e  one  hand,  B r a i b a n t i  s t r e s s e d  t h e  
i n n o v a t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  p r o c e s s .  He 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  e l i t e  must  be r e c r u i t e d  in 
a way t h a t  t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  e d u c a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s
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' c h a r e c t e r i z e d  by " s u p e r i o r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c o mp e t e n c e  from
d i f f e r e n t  s e c t o r s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s "  in t h e  s o c i e t y  in o rder
t o  i n s u r e  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  and o p p o s i n g
i d e a s .  I n d e e d ,  W r i g g i n s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  i n t e r n a l  t e n s i o n s
and o p p o s i n g  i d e a s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e  i n n o v a t i o n ,  w hi ch  i s  a
25c r u c i a l  e l e m e n t  in t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .
I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n ,  w hi ch  mi ght
a p p l y  t o  W e s t e r n  n a t i o n s  and some u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,
i s  a l i e n  t o  t h e  I s l a m i c  p r i n c i p l e  o f  " o r g a n i c "  u n i t y  b e t we e n
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  and t h e  umma ( I s l a m i c  c o mmu n i t y ) .  T h i s
u n i t y  e n v i s i o n s  t h e  f u s i o n  o f  t empora l  and s p i r i t u a l  r e a l m s ,
a s  s y m b o l i z e d  by t h e  image o f  t h e  human body whos e  p a r t s
f u n c t i o n  in harmony.
On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  W r i g g i n s  a c c e n t u a t e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a
" n a t i o n a l  b u r e a u c r a c y "  as  an i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  p l a y e d  a v i t a l
r o l e  in p r om o t i n g  n a t i o n a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o
W r i g g i n s ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b u r e a u c r a c y  s h o u l d  a t t e m p t  " to
e s t a b l i s h  a s  n e a r l y  u n i f o r m  p r a c t i c e s  and p r o c e d u r e s
2 6t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  as  i t  c a n . "  T h i s  can be c a r r i e d
ou t  t hr o u g h  o p e n i n g  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  young members o f
t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  s t a t e s ,  t hr o u g h  f r e q u e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  and
f u n c t i o n a l  r o t a t i o n  o f  a s s i g n m e n t s  and a s y s t e m  o f  p r o mo t io n
27b a s e d  on m e r i t .  Many w r i t e r s ,  such as  Johnson and 
H u n t i n g t o n ,  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  m a s s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  e l i t e s  in d e v e l o p i n g  s o c i e t i e s  p l a y s  W r i g g i n s '  
r o l e  as  a n a t i o n a l  i n t e g r a t i v e  b u r e a u c r a c y .
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I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  W r i g g i n s '  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  main  
f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  in d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s  
i s  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  what  happened in F r a nc e  d u r i n g  t h e  T h i r d  
R e p u b l i c  ( 1 8 7 5 - 1 9 3 6 ) .  Dur ing  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  s t a l e m a t e ,  a 
l a c k  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o h e r e n c e  in Fre nc h  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  
was mo de r a t e d  by t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  whi ch  p l a y e d  a c r u c i a l  
r o l e  in c a r r y i n g  out  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  
Thus in t h e  modern p e r i o d  in d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s ,  W r i g g i n s  
wr i t e s :
The b u r e a u c r a c y  may be t h e  main armat ure  t h a t  
h o l d s  t h e  p o l i t y  t o g e t h e r  in t i me  o f  c r i s i s  , 
i t  h e l p s  t o  s u s t a i n  p u b l i c  o rder  and 
c o n s t r a i n s  o v e r t  c o n f l i c t .  I t  i s  t h e  
framework f o r  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s - - t h e  a g en cy  
o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y ,  t h e  main s o u r c e  o f  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  and m e d i c a l  c a r e ,  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
and c o m m u n i ca t i o n s  and o f  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  
yo u n g .  I t  becomes  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  for  
i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  r u l e r ' s  p o l i c i e s  as f ac _  
beyond t h e  c a p i t a l  as  i t  can p e n e t r a t e .
M a r x i s t  D eve l opment  T h e o r i s t s  
Ano t he r  s c h o o l  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  a d v o c a t e s  f undament a l  
" s t r u c t u r a l  change" in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  as  t he  
p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .  Two i mp or t ant  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  
such  may be i d e n t i f i e d .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  
o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a s  expounded by V l a d i m i r  Len i n  and 
f o l l o w e r s .  A s e c o n d  approach  i s  t h e  "Dependency" movement ,  
w i t h  Raoul  P r e b i s h  as  i t s  f i r s t  a r t i c u l a t e  a d v o c a t e .
Marx m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  c o u l d  
o n l y  o c c u r  when c a p i t a l i s m  r i p e n s  and r e a c h e s  i t s  h i g h e s t  
s t a g e ,  t h a t  i s ,  when i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  a c c e l e r a t e s  and c l a s s
R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .
2 5
d i f f e r e n c e s  become more d i s t i n c t .  As r e l a t e d  t o  n a t i o n a l
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  as  a p r a c t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r ,  Le n i n  was
f o r c e d  t o  amend Ma rx ' s  t h e s i s .  He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e
c a p i t a l i s t  w o r l d  found ways t o  l e s s e n  t h e  m i s e r y  o f  i t s
w o r k e r s  by e x p o r t i n g  e x p l o i t a t i o n  t o  c o l o n i e s  in t h e  Th i rd
Wor l d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  Le n i n  e m p h a s i z e d ,  i m p e r i a l i s m  i s  t he
w e a k e s t  l i n k  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  and r e v o l u t i o n  w i l l  e r u p t  in
c o l o n i e s  where  p o v e r t y  and u n de r d ev e l o p me n t  a r e  used  as
29t o o l s  t o  f u r t h e r  communism. The t h e o r y  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m
a dv a n c e d  by L e n i n  i s  t h e  "most  i mp o r t an t  s i n g l e  s t e p  [ h e ]
t o o k  in c h a n g i n g  Marxi sm i n t o  an i d e o l o g y  t h a t  was r e l e v a n t
30t o  t h e  n o n - i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  a r e a s  o f  t he  w o r l d . "
L e n i n ' s  s t r a t e g y  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  became t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
o f  t h e  de pe nde nc y  t h e o r y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  i mp o r t a n t  t o  
i n d i c a t e  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  t h a t  t h e  Dependency  s c h o o l  o f  
d e v e l o p m e n t  c o m p r i s e s  two b r a n c h e s .  On t h e  one  hand,  t h e r e  
i s  a n o n - M a r x i s t  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  v i e w ,  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  Economic  Commiss i on  f o r  L a t i n  Amer ica  (ECLA), 
w i t h  P r e e b i s c h  as  i t s  major spokesman.  Anot her  branch o f  
n o n - M a r x i s t  Depende nc y  t h e o r y  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  v i e w s  o f  
C e l s o  F u r t a d o ,  G o n z a l e s  C a s a n o v a ,  Manuel  Andrade ,  O s v a l d o  
S u n k e l ,  Fernando H e nr i q ue  C a r d o s o ,  and o t h e r s .  The  
p r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  M a r x i s t  t r e n d  o f  Dependency  a r e :  Andre
Gunder Frank ,  Samir Amin,  Paul  Baran ,  Paul  Swe e z y ,  and 
o t h e r  s .
I t  was P r e b i s c h  who f o r m u l a t e d  t he  c e n t r a l  t h e s i s  o f
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t h e  de pe nd e nc y  s c h o o l ,  whi ch  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e
N o r t h ,  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  w o r l d ' s  i n d u s t r i a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  n u c l e u s -
- na m e l y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  W e s t e r n  Eur o pe ,  and 3 a p a n - - a r e
d e l i b e r a t e l y  l o c k i n g  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Sout h  ( L a t i n  Amer i c a  and
o t h e r s )  i n t o  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  e c o n o m i c  and p o l i t i c a l
s u b s e r v i e n c e .  The w o r l d ' s  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n s  p r o v i d e
t h e  Nor t h  w i t h  raw m a t e r i a l s  and consume i t s  f i n i s h e d  
31p r o d u c t s .  The o n l y  means o f  a l t e r i n g  t h i s  d e p e n d e n c e  i s
t hr o u g h  a s t r u c t u r a l  c h a ng e  in t h i s  N o r t h - S o u t h
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  As P r e b i s c h  v i e w e d  i t ,  t h e  r e a l  pr o b l e m i s
r o o t e d  in t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  Hence
t h e r e  i s  a need t o  re f o r m t h i s  e d i f i c e ,  r a t h e r  than f o s t e r
32i n d i v i d u a l  r e v o l u t i o n s  in u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  s o c i e t i e s .
Dependency  t h e o r y  can  be c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  main r e a c t i o n
t o  o r t h o d o x  v i e w s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  i s  a l s o  an
a t t e m p t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c a u s e s  and c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t .  As R i c h a r d  Fagen  e x p l a i n s :
E p i s t e m o l o g i c a l l y ,  . . . de p e n d e n c y  t h e o r y  i s  
in  r e a l i t y  a c o n c e p t u a l  f ramework,  a s e t  o f  
c o n c e p t s ,  h y p o t h e s i z e d  l i n k a g e s ,  and ab ove  
a l l  an o p t i c  t h a t  a t t e m p t s  t o  l o c a t e  and 
c l a r i f y  a w i d e  range  o f  p r o b l e m s .  . . I t  
s o u g h t  t o  r e c o v e r  f o r  b o t h  t h o u g h t  and a c t i o n  
t h e  dark e x p l o i t a t i v e ,  a s y m m e t r i c a l ,  and 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  c h a n ge  e l e m e n t s  in t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  e q u a t i o n .
D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  "dependency" d i f f e r  p r o f o u n d l y .  For t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  and due t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t i me  
and s p a c e ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  
n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  i d e n t i f y  a common c o r e  in t h e  d ep e n d e n c y
R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .
2 7
l i t e r a t u r e  or t o  s e a r c h  f o r  common a s s e r t i o n s  in dependency
l i n k a g e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  and as  Rona l d  H. C h i l c o t e  e x p l a i n s ,
b o t h  M a r x i s t  and n o n - M a r x i s t  t r e n d s  o f  d ep e n d e n c y  t h e o r i s t s ,
who i n t e g r a t e d  de p e n d e n c y  i n t o  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f
p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  and u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t ,  seem t o  i n c l u d e
in t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  can be summarized by t h e
3 h
f o l l o w i n g  d e f i n i t i o n :
By d e p e n d e n c e  we mean a s i t u a t i o n  in whi ch  
t h e  economy o f  c e r t a i n  c o u n t r i e s  i s  
c o n d i t i o n e d  by t h e  d ev e l o p m e n t  and e x p a n s i o n  
o f  a n o t h e r  economy t o  whi ch  t h e  former i s  
s u b j e c t e d .  The r e l a t i o n  o f  i n t e r - d e p e n d e n c e  
b e t w e e n  two or more e c o n o m i e s ,  and be tween  
t h e s e  and w o r l d  t r a d e ,  a s s u me s  t h e  form o f  
d e p e n d e n c e  when some c o u n t r i e s  ( t h e  dominant  
o n e s )  can do t h i s  o n l y  as  a r e f l e c t i o n  of  
t h a t  e x p a n s i o n ,  w hi c h  can have  e i t h e r  a 
p o s i t i v e  or n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  on t h e i r  
i mme di ate  d e v e l o p m e n t .
The Dependency  r e s e a r c h e r s '  main argument  in a l l  t h e
c a s e  s t u d i e s  t h e y  c o n d u c t e d  i s  t h a t  d e v e l o p e d  c a p i t a l i s t
n a t i o n s  ( i . e . ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and We s t e r n  Europe)
p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  e c o n o m i e s  o f  t h e  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n s  in
A f r i c a ,  A s i a ,  and L a t i n  A mer i c a  and t r a n s f o r m e d  p a r t s  o f  t h e
l o c a l  economy i n t o  a modern e n c l a v e ,  such as  t h e  f i s h i n g  or
t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r i e s .  As Howard 3 .  Wiarda e x p l a i n e d :
By v i r t u e  o f  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  o r i g i n s ,  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  t h e  modern s e c t o r  i s  e x p o r t  t r a d e ,  
e v e n  i f  s u b s i d i a r y  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  or s e r v i c e  
s e c t o r s  grow up t o  s u s t a i n  i t .  Here  c a p i t a l  
a c c u m u l a t e s ,  s k i l l s  a r e  l e a r n e d ,  and c l a s s  
i n t e r e s t s  a r e  formed who s e  i n n er m o s t  n e e ds  
t i e  them t i g h t l y  t o  f o r e i g n  c o n c e r n s .  The  
c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  modern e n c l a v e  may be o f  t h e  
T h i r d  Worl d ,  but  i t s  e c o n o mi c  and p o l i t i c a l  
c h a r a c t e r  make i t  a p a r t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s y s t em.
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S k e p t i c s  About  Deve l opment
Anot her  s c h o o l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  c o n s i s t s  o f
" s k e p t i c s " ,  who q u e s t i o n  t h e  w h o l e  e t h o s  o f  p o l i t i c a l
d e v e l o p m e n t .  B e f o r e  e x p l o r i n g  s e v e r a l  t h e o r i e s  advanced  by
t h e  g ro up ,  i t  i s  i mp o r t an t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  i m p l i c i t l y  most
We s t e r n  s c h o l a r s  ( p r i n c i p a l l y  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s )  u s e  t he  t erm
" t r a d i t i o n "  in an a l l - i n c l u s i v e  s e n s e .  As t h e y  employ i t ,
t h e  t erm t r a d i t i o n  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  c o n c e p t  whi ch
c o v e r s  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e l i g i o n .
T h i s  group o f  s k e p t i c s  "has  a l wa ys  c o n s t i t u t e d  in some
r e s p e c t s  a h e r e t i c a l  m i n o r i t y .  I t s  p o s t i t i o n  c e n t e r s  on
q u a l i t a t i v e  improvement  in a l l  g ro u p s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  
37s o c i e t i e s " .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  e mp h a s i s  i s  upon " t he
n o n - e c o n o m i c  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t :  g a i n s  in
l i t e r a c y ,  s c h o o l i n g ,  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s  and s e r v i c e s ,
p r o v i s i o n  o f  h o u s i n g  and t h e  l i k e  . . ." T h e s e  q u a l i t a t i v e
a s p e c t s  o f  d ev e l p m e n t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  v a l u e s  " t h a t  ought  t o  be
38f o s t e r e d  in t h e  e f f o r t  t o  o b t a i n  a ' humanl y  b e t t e r '  l i f e . "
P r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  a r e  m a i n l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  the
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  such d i m e n s i o n s  o f  n a t i o n a l  l i f e  as
t r a d i t i o n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  human d i g n i t y  and t h e  c u l t u r a l  and
moral  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s .  Deve l opment
i t s e l f  in t h i s  c o n t e x t  becomes  "a means t o  t h e  human 
39a s c e n t ."
D e n i s  G o u l e t ,  a major  p r o p o ne n t  o f  t h i s  v i e w p o i n t ,  has  
i n t r o d u c e d  moral  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  v a l u e s  i n t o  h i s
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c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s .  He p l a c e d  a g r e a t  
e m p h a s i s  on " t he  e t h i c a l  demands o f  t he  d ev e l opme n t
L .Q
e x p e r i e n c e . "  A c c o r d i n g  t o  G o u l e t :
De v e l o p me n t  c o v e r s  t h e  e n t i r e  gamut o f  
c h a n g e s  by whi ch  a s o c i a l  s y s t e m ,  w i t h  
o p t i m a l  r e gar d  f o r  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
and s u b - s y s t e m i c  components  o f  t h a t  s y s t e m ,  
moves  away from a c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i f e  w i d e l y  
p e r c e i v e d  as  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  in some way 
toward some c o n d i t i o n  r e g ar de d  as  humanly  
b e t  t e r .
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  G o u l e t  s t r e s s e d ,  "needs  t o  be r e d e f i n e d ,
h 2
d e m y s t i f i e d ,  and t h r u s t  i n t o  t h e  ar e na  o f  moral  d e b a t e . "
The p r i n c i p a l  p r e m i s e  advanced  by G o u l e t  i s  t h a t  t he
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e - - i n  bo t h  d e v e l o p e d  and
u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n s - - a r e  no t  p r i m a r i l y  o f  a p o l i t i c a l ,
e c o n om i c  or t e c h n o l o g i c a l  n a t u r e .  The i s s u e  a t  s t a k e  i s
moral  or r e l i g i o u s ;  i t  c e n t e r s  around " t h e  ' g o o d  l i f e '  and
' t h e  good s o c i e t y '  in a w o r l d  o f  mass t e c h n o l o g y  and g l o b a l
h  3
i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e . "  T h i s  me an s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  G o u l e t ' s  p o i n t  
o f  v i e w ,  t h a t  d ev e l o p m e n t  i s  a p r o c e s s  more than a s y s t e m i c  
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  e f f i c i e n t  t e c h n o l o g y ,  a b u nd a n c e ,  modern  
b u r e a u c r a c y ,  and t h e  l i k e .  Deve l opment  has t o  be human.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  t h e  d ev e l opme n t  
p r o c e s s  i s  a d i f f i c u l t  o ne .  I t  i n v o l v e s  s a c r i f i c e s  and 
b i t t e r n e s s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  Eng l and  underwent  " p r o l e t a r i a n  
a g o n i e s , "  i m p e r i a l i s t  e x p a n s i o n ,  and wars  ove r  commerce and 
o t h e r  i s s u e s  b e f o r e  i t  became a d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n .
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  o f  
i m m i g r a n t s ,  t h e  e x t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  n a t i v e  I n d i a n s ,  s l a v e r y ,
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and t h e  C i v i l  War.  "Even t o d a y ,  a f t e r  d ev e l o p m e n t  has
s u p p o s e d l y  been  won,  t h e  n a t i o n  i s  prey  t o  w i d e s p r e a d  s o c i a l  
a l i e n a t i o n . " ^  Deve l opmen t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  " c r u e l . "  I t s  
b e n e f i t s  a r e  " o b t a i n e d  a t  a g r e a t  p r i c e . "  The a s s u m p t i o n  
t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  makes p e o p l e  "happ i e r"  or " f r e e r "  i s  i ndeed  
q u e s t i o n a b l e . ^  In b r i e f ,  d ev e l o p m e n t  i n v o l v e s  p r o f o und  
moral  or r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s - - a n  i d e a  whi ch  many t h e o r i e s  o f  
d ev e l o p m e n t  i g n o r e . - -
G o u l e t ' s  b a s i c  t h e s i s  i s  summarized in t h i s  c a p t i v a t i n g  
s t a t e m e n t :
Men c a n n o t  f a s h i o n  sound d e v e l o p m e n t  u n l e s s  
t h e y  f i r s t  e n g a g e  in d i s c i p l i n e d  n o r m a t i v e  
r e f l e c t i o n  and t r a n s f o r m  e t h i c s  i n t o  a 'means  
o f  t h e  means '  t r a n s f o r m i n g  o t h e r  
i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s - - p l a n n i n g ,  t e c h n i c a l  
t r a n s f e r s ,  and e f f i c i e n c y  s y s t e m s - - i n t o  
l i b e r a t i n g  a g e n c i e s .  F a i l i n g  t h i s ,  
d e v e l o p m e n t ' s  b l i n d  f o r c e s  w i l l  make men i n t o  
t h e i r  own image:  p r o c e s s  w i t h o y £  g o a l s ,  power  
and abundance  w i t h o u t  f re e do m.
E.  F.  S c h u m a c h e r ' s  v i e w s  r e p r e s e n t  a n o t h e r  s k e p t i c a l
p e r s p e c t i v e  on p r e v a i l i n g  t h e o r i e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  As an
e c o n o m i s t ,  he  a p p l i e d  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  " l i m i t s  t o  g r o w t h , "
w hi c h  c a l l s  f o r  t i m e l y  s c a l i n g  down o f  t h e  w h o l e  g l o b a l
economy.  In Smal l  i s  B e a u t i f u l , Schumacher p r e s e n t e d  an
a l t e r n a t i v e  s t r a t e g y  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  whi ch  d i s c a r d s
r e c r e a t i n g  t h e  model  o f  We s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s  in u n d e r d e v e l o p e d
c o u n t r i e s .  "The r u l i n g  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  he
a r g u e d ,  "has been  ove r  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  ' w h at  i s  b e s t
47 .f o r  t h e  r i c h  must  be b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  p o o r ' . "  In h i s  v i e w ,  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  We s t e r n  Eur o pe ,  and R u s s i a  have  t o
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r e a l i z e  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  p rob l ems  in d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s  ( i . e .  
l a c k  o f  n a t u r a l  w e a l t h ,  l a c k  o f  c a p i t a l ,  and weak  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e )  a r e  s e c o n d a r y  c o n c e r n s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  "The 
pr i ma r y  c a u s e s  o f  e x t r e m e  p o v e r t y , "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Schumacher ,  
" a re  i m m a t e r i a l ,  t h e y  l i e  in c e r t a i n  d e f i c i e n c i e s  in 
e d u c a t i o n ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and d i s c i p l i n e .  . . . Wi t ho ut  
t h e s e  t h r e e ,  a l l  r e s o u r c e s  remain l a t e n t ,  untapped
fig
p o t e n t i a l . "  T h e s e  e l e m e n t s  make t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a c ompl ex  o n e ,  s i n c e  w i t h o u t  them e d u c a t i o n  and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o u l d  o n l y  e v o l v e  s l o w l y  and g r a d u a l l y .  I t  i s  
i m p o r t a n t  to  n o t e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  Schumacher d o e s  not  
m e n t i o n  r e l i g i o n  per s e . Ye t  a s  he v i e ws  i t ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  i s  an u n s e p a r a b l e  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  p r o c e s s ,  
i n v o l v i n g  t he  s o c i e t y ' s  r e l i g i o u s  and t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s .
The p r i n c i p a l  argument  propounded by Schumacher i s  
t h a t  t h e  g l o b a l  economy can no l o n g e r  keep  e x p a n d i n g ,  
b e c a u s e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  l i m i t e d .  The s y s t e m  o f  
p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  man c r e a t e d  in modern h i s t o r y  " r a v i s h e s  
n a t u r e "  and p r o d u c e s  a t y p e  o f  s o c i e t y  t h a t  m u t i l a t e s  man."  
Modern t i m e s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  e l u s i v e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i f  
t h e r e  we r e  more w e a l t h  and more r e s o u r c e s ,  e v e r y t h i n g  "would  
f a l l  i n t o  p l a c e ."
Schumacher a r g ue d  t h a t  " w e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h ,  
and many o t h e r  t h i n g s  a r e  n e e de d  f o r  any o t h e r  
c i v i l i z a t i o n , "  but  he s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  g o a l  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o u g h t  t o  be a r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  e nds  whi ch  t h e s e  means a r e
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meant  t o  s e r v e . ^  M o r e o v e r ,  Schumacher added:
The new t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a i d  and 
d ev e l o p m e n t  w i l l  be d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  o l d  
b e c a u s e  i t  w i l l  t a k e  p o v e r t y  s e r i o u s l y .  . . . 
I t  w i l l  c a r e  f o r  p e o p l e - - f r o m  a s e v e r e l y  
p r a c t i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  . . - - b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  
a r e  t h e  pr imary  and u l t i m a t e  s o u r c e  o f  w e a l t h  
w h a t s o e v e r .  I f  t h e y  a r e  l e f t  o u t ,  i f  t h e y  
a r e  pushed  around by s e l f - s t y l e d  e x p e r t s  and 
h i g h - h a n d e d  p l a n n e r s ,  t h e n  n o t h i n g  can e v e r  
y i e l d  r e a l  f r u i t .
In t h e  same v e i n ,  Loyd I .  Rudol ph e x p l o r e d  t he
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n  ( i n c l u d i n g  r e l i g i o n  i m p l i c i t l y )  in
r e l a t i o n  t o  m o d e r n i t y ,  a n o t h e r  i s s u e  o f t e n  n e g l e c t e d  in
d e v e l o p m e n t  s t u d i e s .  He m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  c o u l d
n o t  be  a c h i e v e d  when t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  a
p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i e t y  a r e  n e g l e c t e d  or i g n o r e d .  There  a r e
"modern p o t e n t i a l i t i e s "  in t r a d i t i o n ,  Rudol ph a s s e r t e d .  For
i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  I n d i a n  c a s t e  s y s t e m - - w h i c h  has l o n g  been
r e g a r d e d  as  a b a r r i e r  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t - - c o n t a i n s  l a t e n t
" h o r i z o n t a l  s o l i d a r i t i e s  [ t h a t ]  have  been used  in i t s
52s t r u c t u r a l ,  f u n c t i o n a l ,  and c u l t u r a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . "
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  Brahmanic  law c o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  as  a
v e h i c l e  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  " i t  b or e  some r e s e m b l a n c e
t o  t h e  law o f  modern p r o f e s s i o n a l s ;  i t  was a v a i l a b l e  in
w r i t t e n  t e x t s ;  a l t h o u g h  d i v e r s e ,  i t s  c o s m o p o l i t a n i s m  g a v e  i t
an a i r  o f  g e n e r a l i t y  and u n i f o r m i t y  p a r o c h i a l ,  c us to ma r y  law  
5 3l a c k e d .  . . ." F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Rudol ph c l a r i f i e d  t h e  i s s u e  
by e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t :
The m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  modern s o c i e t y  t h a t  
e x c l u d e s  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s  i s  
p a r a l l e l e d  by a m i s d i a g n o s i s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l
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s o c i e t y  t h a t  u n d e r e s t i m a t e s  i t s  modern  
p o t e n t i a l i t i e s .  Those  who s t ud y  new n a t i o n s  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  o f t e n  f i n d  o n l y  m a n i f e s t  and 
dominant  v a l u e s ,  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s ,  and 
s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  f i t  a model  o f  t r a d i t i o n  and
m i s s  l a t e n t ,  d e v i a n t ,  or m i n o r i t y  o n e s  t h a t  
may f i t  a model  o f  m o d e r n i t y .
E r i c  R. W o l f ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  comparab l e  t o  t h a t  o f  
Rudol ph .  He p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  a t t e m p t s  t o  br e ak  up t r a d i t i o n a l  
( i n c l u d i n g  r e l i g i o u s )  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  woul d  be 
u n s u c c e s s f u l  and woul d  not  l e a d  t o  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .  He 
p r e s e n t e d  s i x  c a s e  s t u d i e s  ( M e x i c o ,  R u s s i a ,  C h i n a ,  V i e t nam,  
A l g e r i a ,  and Cuba)  whi ch  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  
t r a d i t i o n a l  and r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in t h e  p e a s a n t r y .
"The p e a s a n t , "  Wol f  c o n t e n d e d ,  " i s  an a g e n t  o f  f o r c e s  l a r g e r  
than h i m s e l f ,  f o r c e s  produced  by a d i s o r d e r e d  p a s t  as much 
as  by a d i s o r d e r e d  p r e s e n t .
In sum, t h e s e  c omment at ors  and o t h e r s  have  e mph a s i ze d  
t h e  human a s p e c t  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  They have  a t t e m p t e d  t o  
purge  p r e v a i l i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  i t s  e x c l u s i v e  
e m p h a s i s  on such e l e m e n t s  as  e c onomi c  f a c t o r s ,  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  and b u r e a u c r a c y  as  s o l e  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  D e s p i t e  such s t u d i e s ,  t h e  main body of  
d ev e l o p m e n t  s t u d i e s  has c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  and 
s t r u c t u r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  such as  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  power ,  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  
b u r e a u c r a c i e s ,  and l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s e s .
In r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t  in such  key  c o n c e p t s  as  
t h e  r o l e  o f  c u l t u r e  and t r a d i t i o n  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s
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has  been i n c r e a s i n g .  Two main r e a s o n s  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h i s
e m p h a s i s .  On t h e  one hand,  "a g r e a t e r  f a m i l i a r i t y  and
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  n o n- We s t e r n  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  have
a l r e a d y  a c t e d  a s  c o r r e c t i v e s  in l a y  as  w e l l  as  s c h o l a r l y  
56c i r c l e s . ” On t he  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in t h e  number 
o f  non- We s t e r n  s c h o l a r s  has h e l p e d  d i s a b u s e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
l i t e r a t u r e  o f  "an o v e r l y  s i m p l e  and o c c i d e n t a l  c e n t e r e d  v i e w  
o f  t he  r e l a t i o n  b e t we e n  t r a d i t i o n  and m o d e r n i t y .
Yet  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n  in 
n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  remai ns  r a t h e r  l i m i t e d .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  
has  r e s u l t e d  in l i t t l e  agr e e me nt  among d e f e n d e r s  or 
o p p o n e n t s  o f  r e l i g i o n ' s  c e n t r a l  i m p o r t a n c e .  Some t h e o r i s t s  
a r e  i n d i f f e r e n t  toward t h e  i s s u e .  O t h e r s  a r e  h o s t i l e  toward  
r e l i g i o n  and c l e a r l y  c o n s i d e r  i t  a b a r r i e r  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  i m p l i c i t l y  or e x p l i c i t l y  f a v o r  s e c u l a r i s m .  
S t i l l  a n o t h e r  group o f  comment a t ors  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  
can  be us e d  a s  an e s s e n t i a l  t o o l  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s .
De v e l o pme n t  t h e o r i s t s  and t h e  Conc e pt  o f  R e l i g i o n  
For t h e  s a k e  o f  c l a r i t y ,  r e l i g i o n  in t h i s  c o n t e x t  
r e f e r s  t o  Oudaism,  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  I s l a m ,  C o n f u c i a n i s m ,
T a o i s m ,  and Buddism and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s e c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
them.  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a n i m i s t i c  r e l i g i o u s  c u l t s  and 
d e n o m i n a t i o n s  a r e  not  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .
I t  i s  i mp o r t an t  t o  n o t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  in drawi ng  
a d i s t i c t  l i n e  be t we e n  t h e  f i r s t  two a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  a t t i t u d e s
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toward r e l i g i o n  and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  p o l i t i c s .  For t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e o r i s t s  who a r e  i n d i f f e r e n t  or 
i g n o r a n t  toward r e l i g i o n  a r e  s i m p l y  t h o s e  who do not  e x p l o r e  
t h e  i s s u e  in t h e i r  w o r k s .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h o s e  e x p r e s s i n g  
h o s t i l i t y  toward r e l i g i o n  c o n s i d e r  i t  d a n g e r o u s ,  f u t i l e  and 
a promoter  o f  f a t a l i s m  and b a c k w a r d n e s s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  
a d v o c a t e  s e c u l a r i s m  as  one o f  t h e  major  compone nt s  o f  
n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .
I n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  R e l i g i o n :
Most  t h e o r i s t s  who b e l o n g  t o  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  
R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  ( s u c h  as  P y e ,  La P a l omba r a ,  C o l e m a n ) ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  o t h e r  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  ( s u c h  as  L a s s w e l l ) ,  a t t a c h  
l i t t l e  i mp o r t an ce  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  r e l i g i o n  and i t s  r o l e  in 
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s e s .  In A s p e c t s  o f  P o l i t i c a l  
D e v e 1o p me n t , a c l a s s i c  in t h e  f i e l d ,  Pye was i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  
r e l i g i o n .  He m e r e l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  "world  
c u l t u r e "  w hi ch  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  " t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  modern  
l i f e . "  T h i s  c u l t u r e  i s  bas e d  upon a s e c u 1a r , r a t h e r  than a 
s a c r e d ,  w o r l d  v i e w .  I t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by such  c o n c e p t s  as  
r a t i o n a l i s m ,  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o a c h ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,
58i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and t h e  h u m a n i z a t i o n  o f  v a l u e s .
I n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  r e l i g i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e s  and 
r e s e a r c h  mo d e l s  o f  t h e s e  co mme nt at o r s  a r e  e n t i r e l y  d e r i v e d  
from s e c u l a r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I m p l i c i t  in t h i s  o m i s s i o n  a l s o  i s  
t h e  i d e a  t h a t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  i s  e x c l u s i v e l y  a s e c u l a r
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p r o c e s s .  M o r e o v er ,  t h i s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  r e l i g i o n  can be
t r a c e d  t o  t he  s i x t e e n t h  and s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  d u r i n g
w hi ch  t h e  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  t he  two c i t i e s - - s e p a r a t i o n  be t ween
s t a t e  and c h u r c h - - e m e r g e d . I n d e e d ,  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ,  " t he
c o nt e m p or a r y  n a t i o n  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  West  e v o l v e d  ou t  o f  t he
m e d i e v a l  r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  o f  C a t h o l i c  i n t e g r a l i s m .
The m e d i e v a l  s y n t h e s i s  was c r a c k e d  open by t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n
59and R e n a i s s a n c e .  . . ." The t h r e e  major s t e p s  t h a t  l e d  
toward t h e  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  We s t e r n  s o c i e t y  w e r e :  t h e  
P r o t e s t a n t  R e f o r m a t i o n  in t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a r e n a ,  t h e  
R e n a i s s a n c e ,  and t h e n  t h e  age  o f  E n l i g h t e n m e n t  or R e a s o n . 6  ̂
Most  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n  " c h a l l e n g e d  many 
t r a d i t i o n a l  dogmas and put  an end t o  t he  l o n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  over  p e o p l e ' s  m i n d s . T h u s ,  t h e  
R e f o r m a t i o n  marked t h e  r i s e  o f  r a t i o n a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  and 
s e c u l a r  t e n d e n c i e s .
H o s t i l i t y  Toward R e l i g i o n  and S e c u l a r i z a t i o n ;
T h i s  s c h o o l  can be d i v i d e d  i n t o  two s u b g r o u p s .  F i r s t ,  
t h e r e  i s  t h e  c o m m u n i s t - - o r  M a r x i s t - - t r a d i t i o n  w hi c h  has  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  t o t a l  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  
r e l i g i o n s .  The s e c o n d  appr oac h  i s  s e c u l a r i s m ,  whi ch  
a d v o c a t e s  t h e  s t r i c t  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  from c h u r c h .
M a r x i s t  i d e o l o g y  s i n g l e d  out  r e l i g i o n  as  a da ng e r o u s  
and n e g a t i v e  f a c t o r  in t h e  l i f e  o f  any s o c i e t y .  Marx 
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  i s  t h e  " o p i a t e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . "
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R e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  approach  , mask t he
r e a l i t y  o f  human s u f f e r i n g ,  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  and f u t i l i t y  o f
e x i s t e n c e .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  M a r x i s t  p r o m i s e  o f  s a l v a t i o n
s o u g h t  p a r a d i s e  on e a r t h .  As A l f r e d  Meyer p o i n t e d  o u t ,
L e n i n i s m  p r o v i d e d  f a i t h  f o r  t h o s e  who f e l t  t h a t  t h e  modern
62w o r l d  was out  o f  j o i n t .  Thus one  can a r g u e  t h a t  Marxi sm
in not  f u l l y  s c i e n t i f i c  as  some comment a t ors  a r g u e .  I t  i s ,
in  a way,  a r e l i g i o n  t h a t  t r a n s f e r s  s a l v a t i o n  from God t o
"man's  own h a n d s . ” Ma r x ' s  f a i t h  in human c a p a b i l i t i e s
63d i s r e g a r d s  any b e l i e f  in s u p e r n a t u r a l  d i v i n i t i e s .
The s e c u l a r i s t  approach  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in more
d e t a i l  in t h e  C ha p t er  F i v e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  T u r k e y .
M e a n w h i l e ,  i t  may be e mp h a s i z e d  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  s e c u l a r i s t
a d v o c a t e s  t h e  d i s e n g a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  c h urch  from t h e  s t a t e ,
l e a v i n g  r e l i g i o n  a s  s o l e l y  a m a t t e r  o f  p r i v a t e  c o n s c i e n c e .
T h i s  was t h e  c o u r s e  t a k e n  by most  We s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s  a f t e r
t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n .  The p r o c e s s  o f  s e c u l a r i s m  i s  i nd e e d  a
m u l t i f a c e t e d  one ;  i t  c o v e r s  a l a r g e  v a r i e t y  o f  s p h e r e s .  The
c o n c e p t  i s  d e f i n e d  by Eugene Smith as  f o l l o w s :
S e c u l a r i z a t i o n  i n v o l v e s  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p o l i t y  from r e l i g i o n ;  l e g a l  and 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  i s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  d o e s  not  
d e r i v e  i t s  l e g i t i m a c y  from r e l i g i o n ,  and t h e  
sy mb o l s  and s t r u c t u r e s  w h i c h  l i n k e d  t he  two 
a r e  d e s t r o y e d .  S e c u l a r i z a t i o n  i n v o l v e s  t h e  
e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i t y  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f
r e l i g i o n  as  major  a r e a s  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e
( e d u c a t i o n ,  l aw,  economy,  and so  on)  p as s  
f rom r e l i g i o u s ^ r e g u l a t i o n  t o  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n
o f  t h e  s t a t e .
The s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  by many as
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one of  t h e  major c o n d i t i o n s  w hi ch  must  be met  in o rder  to
a c h i e v e  t r u e  d e v e l o p m e n t . ^  As e x p l a i n e d  e a r l i e r ,  t he
R e f o r m a t i o n  was t h e  o r i g i n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,
d u r i n g  whi ch  t h e  s t a t e  d i s e n g a g e d  i t s e l f  from t h e  c h u r c h .
The c o n c e p t  o f  s e c u l a r i s m  a p p ea r s  c o n s t a n t l y  in
c o n t emp o r a r y  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  For i n s t a n c e ,
Mari an P.  I r i s h  and E l k e  Frank d e f i n e d  t h e  t erm d e v e l o p i n g
n a t i o n  as  s "a p e o p l e  moving  toward a mo d er n i z e d
( i n d u s t r i a l ,  ur ban ,  and s e c u l a r )  s o c i e t y  and s t r i v i n g  f o r
p o l i t i c a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n . " ^
The major  argument  advanc e d  by s e c u l a r i s t s  i s  t h a t
t h e r e  i s  a s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be t ween  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  and
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  In a s e n s e ,  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  means
t h e  i n c r e a s e  in " a w a r e ne s s  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l t y  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g
t h e  s o c i a l  and e c o no mi c  e n v i r o n m e n t .  I t  means r e c r u i t i n g
l e a d e r s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  improve
g o v e r n m e n t a l  p e r f o r m a n c e . "  ^
The p r o c e s s  o f  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  c o u l d  t a k e  s e v e r a l  forms
in c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Modern L a t i n
Ameri ca  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  a s p e c t .  On t h e  one  hand,
s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  a t t e m p t e d  t o  f r e e  t he  I n d i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f
i t s  i n d i g e n o u s  b e l i e f s  and t r a d i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  in o rder
t o  c r e a t e  a homogeneous  s o c i e t y .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e
p r o c e s s  s ou g ht  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  d i m i n u t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f
68t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s .  The 
p r i n c i p a l  exampl e  o f  s e c u l a r i s m  in t h e  modern Mi d d l e  E a s t
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was t he  s w e e p i n g  r e f or ms  c a r r i e d  out  by Mustapha Kemal  
A t a t u r k  in T u r k e y .  A t a t u r k ' s  appr oac h  w i l l  be examined a t  a 
l a t e r  s t a g e .
R e l i g i o n  as  Too l  in D e v e l o p m e n t :
P r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s
and i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  f a r  from b e i n g  r i g i d  or s t a t i c .  They
m a i n t a i n  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  forms and p r e s e r v e s  a s t r o n g  bond
among t h e  members o f  s o c i e t y .  T h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n
has  been s t r e s s e d  by s e v e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g
n a t i o n s  in r e c e n t  y e a r s .  U Nu, f ormer  Burmese  Prime
M i n i s t e r ,  e x p r e s s e d  a g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  in r e l i g i o n .  He
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  " a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  d i r e c t e d  toward t he
s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Uni on  [ o f  Burma] and t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f
i n d e p e n d e n c e  a r e  s t e p s  toward t h e  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  t h e  Sa s a na  
69[ r e l i g i o n ] . "  M o r e o v e r ,  U Nu e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  " i f  we go t o  
t h e  r o o t  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i s o r d e r s  in t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  we 
w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  not  l e s s  than e i g h t y  p e r c e n t  o f  them a r e  due  
t o  a p a t hy  t o  r e l i g i o n . " ^ ®
C o r r e s p o n d i n g l y ,  in I n d i a ,  Mohandas G a n d h i ' s  "world  
a s c e t i s m "  a r o s e  out  o f  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e c u l a r  
and r e l i g i o u s  r e a l m s .  Gandhi  has  a keen  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
h i s  p e o p l e ' s  t r a d i t i o n s ,  y e t  he had t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  
communi cat e  w i t h  t h e  We s te r n  w o r l d .  "For me, "  Gandhi  w r o t e ,  
" t h e r e  i s  no d i s t i n c t i o n  be t we e n  p o l i t i c s  and r e l i g i o n . "
He f u r t h e r  adde d ,  "when I s a y  t h a t  I p r i z e  my own s a l v a t i o n  
a b o v e  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e .  . . i t  d o e s  not  mean t h a t  my p e r s o n a l
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s a l v a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a s a c r i f i c e  o f  I n d i a ' s  p o l i t i c a l  . . .
72s a l v a t i o n .  But  i t  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  two go t o g e t h e r . "
S i m i l a r l y ,  Fred R.  Von Der Mehden e x p l o r e d  t h e  p o s i t i v e
impact  o f  r e l i g i o n  on t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  movement in S o u t h - E a s t
A s i a .  He found an i m p or t a nt  r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l  in I n d o n e s i a .
The e s s e n t i a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  r e v i v a l  in t h e  t w e n t i e t h
c e n t u r y  was t h e  s t r o n g  urge  o f  many I n d o n e s i a n s  f o r  a s e n s e
73o f  s e c u r i t y  and communi ty .  T e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  new
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  and t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  money economy
p u z z l e d  p e o p l e  and d e s t r o y e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  o f  
74v i 1 l a g e  1 i f e .
The i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  u n i f y i n g  f o r c e  o f  r e l i g i o n  on t h e  
n a t i o n a l i s t  movement o f  I n d o n e s i a  and on t h e  d e c o l o n i z a t i o n
movements  in many o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  was summarized by Mehden
as  f o l l o w s :
The p r e s e n c e  o f  s i n g l e  f a i t h  as  a c a t a l y t i c
a g e n t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  in a r e a s
w he r e  t h e r e  w e r e  no o t h e r  c o a l e s c i n g  f a c t o r s  
such as  l a n g u a g e ,  c u l t u r e ,  h i s t o r y  or p a s t  
common t e r r i t o r y .  When t h e  o c c u p y i n g  power  
was o f  a n o t h e r  f a i t h ,  t h e  c o n q u er e d  grouped  
t o g e t h e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  and h a l t  
e n c r o a c h m e n t s  by f o r e i g n  m i s s i o n a r i e s .  . . . 
R e l i g i o n  was t h e  one  u n i f y i n g  f a c t o r  among 
t h e  c o n q u e r e d ;  i t  d i v i d e d  t h e  r u l e r  from t h e  
r u l e d  and in d o i n g  so  p r o v i d e d  an e m o t i o n a l  
b a s i s  f o r  n a t i o n a l i s m  and a ^$o l  f o r  
a m b i t i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s .
Some c omme nt a t or s  who c o n s i d e r  r e l i g i o n  a d r i v i n g  f o r c e  
in  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  f u r t h e r  c o n t e n d  t h a t  e x t r e m e  
s e c u l a r i s m  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d  t o  t he  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  or d e r
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in t r a d i t i o n a l  s y s t e m s .  Th e s e  t h e o r i s t s  f u r t h e r  a r g ue  t h a t  
o v e r t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r e l i g i o n  and t r a d i t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  
h i s t o r y  has e n t a i l e d  " u n a c c e p t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  r i s k s  and in  
p a r t i c u l a r  s e r i o u s l y  [ we a k e n e d ]  t h e  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  a r e g i m e .  
Whereas  many a d mi r e  A t a t u r k ,  f e w  da r e d  t o  e m u l a t e  h i m . " ^
In sum, among d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r i s t s ,  t h r e e  main  
s c h o o l s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  may be i d e n t i f i e d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  r e l i g i o n  and d e v e l o p m e n t .  One group o f  
t h e o r i s t s  l a r g e l y  i g n o r e s  r e l i g i o n  a l t o g e t h e r  as  an e l e m e n t  
o f  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h i s  appr oac h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
r e l i g i o n - - o r  c h u r c h - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s - - i s  no t  a key i s s u e  in  
t h e  prob l em o f  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  The s e c o n d  group i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  h o s t i l e  t o  r e l i g i o n  and v i e ws  i t  as  b a r r i e r  t o  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n ;  a d v o c a t e s  o f  t h i s  v i e w  n a t u r a l l y  c o n s i d e r  
s e c u l a r i s m  as  an e s s e n t i a l  s t e p  in d e v e l o p m e n t .  The t h i r d  
group o f  co mme nt at or s  v i e w s  r e l i g i o n  as  a p o s i t i v e  t o o l  and 
f o r c e  t h a t  can be u t i l i z e d  t o  f o s t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  As w i l l  
be s e e n ,  most  o f  t h e  c a s e s  exami ned  in t h i s  t h e s i s  f a l l  i n t o  
t h e  l a s t  c a t e g o r y ,  s i n c e  t h e y  i n v o l v e  e f f o r t s  t o  make t h e  
I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n  a p o s i t i v e  and c o n s t r u c t i v e  f o r c e  in 
p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .
A d e f i n i t i o n  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Deve l opmen t  
Throughout  t h i s  t h e s i s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l  be i n t e r p r e t e d  from a broad p e r s p e c t i v e .  
D e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  s e e k  t o  m o d e r n i z e  in o r d er  t o  a r r i v e  a t
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a s e t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and e c o no mi c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  p r o v i d i n g  them 
w i t h  t h e  "good l i f e , "  whi ch  can be a c h i e v e d  when most  needs  
in  a p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i e t y  a r e  m e t ,  r a n g i n g  from p h y s i c a l  and 
b i o l o g i c a l  n e e d s  ( i . e .  a d e q u a t e  f o o d ,  h o u s i n g ,  m e d i c a l  
s e r v i c e s )  t o  c u l t u r a l  and s p i r i t u a l  o n e s  ( i . e .  a d e q u a t e  
e d u c a t i o n ,  a r t ,  p o l i t i c a l  f r e e do m,  and d i g n i t y ) .  The 
v e h i c l e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  g o a l  i s  c a l l e d  " d e v e l o p m e n t . "  
T h e o r i s t s  who s t r e s s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  b u r e a u c r a t i c  
p r o c e s s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  power ,  and e c onomi c  
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  i nde e d  f o c u s i n g  on s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  
i s s u e  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n de e d ,  most  o f  t he  c o n c e p t s  
and c a s e  s t u d i e s  p r e s e n t e d  in t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  a t t e m p t  
t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e ve l o p m e n t  i s  a h o l i s t i c  
o n e .  I t  c o v e r s  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  human l i f e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  and r e l i g i o u s  o n e s .
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CHAPTER II
ISLAMIC TRADITION: STATE AND MOSQUE IN ISLAMIC THEOLOGY
What d i s t i n g u i s h e s  I s l a m i c  democracy  from 
W e s t e r n  democracy  i s  t h a t  w h i l e  t he  l a t t e r  i s  
b a s ed  on t he  c o n c e p t  o f  po pul ar  s o v e r e i g n t y  
t h e  former r e s t s  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  popul ar  
k h a l i  f a  [ l e a d e r s h i p ] .  In We s t e r n  democrac y ,  
t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  s o v e r e i g n ,  in I s l a m  
s o v e r e i g n t y  i s  v e s t e d  in God and t h e  p e o p l e  
a r e  h i s  c a l i p h s  or r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  In t h e  
former  t h e  p e o p l e  make t h e i r  own l aws ;  in t h e  
l a t t e r  t h e y  have  t o  f o l l o w  and obey t h e  laws  
g i v e n  by God t h ro u g h  h i s  p r o p h e t .  In one t h e  
government  u n d e r t a k e s  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  w i l l  o f  
t h e  p e o p l e ;  in t h e  o t h e r  t h e  government  and 
t h e  p e o p l e  who form i t  have a l l  t o  f u l f i l l  
t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  God.  In b r i e f ,  We s t e r n  
democracy  i s  a k i n d  o f  a b s o l u t e  a u t h o r i t y  
w hi ch  e x c e r c i s e s  i t s  powers  in a f r e e  and 
u n c o n t r o l l e d  manner w he r e a s  I s l a m i c  democracy  
i s  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  t h e  D i v i n e  law and 
e x e r c i s e s  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
t h e  i n j u n c t i o n s  o f  God and w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  
p r e s c r i b e d  by him.
- -Mawlana  Abdul  A l a  Mawdudi ,  I s 1 am in  
Modern H i s t o r y
The c u r r e n t  I s l a m i c  r e v i v a l  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  by We s t e r n  
t h i n k e r s  t o  be a c r i s i s .  I t  i s  d e s c r i b e d  in  n e g a t i v e  t e r m s .  
I n d e e d ,  I s l a m i c  " r e v i v a l i s m "  or what  We s t e r n  r e s e a r c h e r s  
c a l l  " f u nda me nt a l i s m"  has  c a p t u r e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  Mi d d l e  
E a s t  s t u d e n t s  who a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n t e r p r e t  and a n a l y z e  t he  
d i v e r s e  c a u s e s  b e h i n d  t h e  I s l a m i c  r e s u r g e n c e .  In t h i s  
c o n t e x t ,  one  c a n n o t  t a l k  about  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  r e e mergency  o f  
I s l a m  in p o l i t i c s . * '  I s l a m  and p o l i t i c s  have  a l w a y s  been a 
mi xed  phenomenon and p a r t s  o f  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  way o f  p u b l i c  
and p r i v a t e  l i f e  in I s l a m i c  n a t i o n s .  Th i s  c h a p t e r  f o c u s e s  
on t h e  I s l a m i c  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  r i s e  o f  I s l a m ,  I s l a m
43
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as  a t o t a l  s y s t e m ,  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  I s l a m i c  r e f o r m s ,  and most  
i m p o r t a n t l y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s t a t e  and mosque in 
I s l a m i c  t h e o l o g y .
The R i s e  o f  I s l a m
Moharrenad was born in Mecca a bout  570 A. D.  His  f a m i l y
b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  p o w e r f u l  Quraysh  t r i b e .  As a merchant  in
t h e  c ommerc i a l  c e n t e r  o f  Me c c a ,  in  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  K h a d i j a ,  a'
p r o mi n e n t  and w e a l t h y  Q u r a ys h i  woman--who a f t e r w a r d s  became
h i s  wi fe- -Mohammad was known as  a l - a m i n  ( t h e  t r u s t w o r t h y ) .
Mohammad's m a r r i a g e  w i t h  K h a d i j a  g a v e  him a p r e s t i g i o u s
p o s i t i o n  among M e c c a n s .  The c a l l  t o  p r o p h e t h oo d  came t o
2
Mohammad in t h e  ye ar  610 A. D.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  o r t h o d o x  I s l a m ,  Mohammad was m e d i t a t i n g  in 
t h e  H i r a  c a v e ,  a f ew m i l e s  from Mec ca ,  when t h e  Ange l  
G a b r i e l  a p pe a r e d  t o  him and d e c l a r e d :  "O Mohammad! thou a r e
3
A l l a h ' s  m e s s e n g e r ,  and I am G a b r i e l . "  T h i s  and e n s u i n g  
r e v e l a t i o n s  w e r e  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  
f a i t h .
Mohammad e v e n t u a l l y  s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e  o p p r e s s i o n  from t h e  
Qurays h  t i b e ,  w h i c h  f o r c e d  him t o  m i g r a t e  t o  Medina w i t h  h i s  
f o l l o w e r s .  The f l i g h t  from Mecca t o  Y e t h r i b  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  
b i i ra w hi ch  marked t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  Mus l i m e r a .  I n d e e d ,  
Mohammad's major  g o a l  b e h i n d  t h e  b i i ra was " t o  b u i l d  up a 
s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  community t h a t  woul d  h o l d  t o g e t h e r  and 
m a i n t a i n  i t s  p o s i t i o n  d e s p i t e  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n  and a
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l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  r i v a l r i e s  and f e u d s  [among t r i b e s ] . " * *
The most  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  o f  Mohammad's
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  was  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y ,  e c o n o m i c ,
p o l i t i c a l ,  and s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s h i p  in h i s  p e r s o n .  As G. H.
Hansen commented:
Muhammad became t h e  head o f  t h e  community a t  
Me di na .  He was much more than a p r o p h e t .  He 
was a s o l d i e r  - - h e  t oo k  p a r t  p e r s o n a l l y  in 
some o f  t h e  e a r l y  r a i d i n g  b a t t l e s . - - .  . . He 
t h e n  became a g e n e r a l ;  he made war and he  
made p e a c e ;  he s e n t  our e m b a s s a d o r s  and 
r e c e i v e d  them; he g a t h e r e d  in a b o o t y ,  
d i v i d e d  i t  and ran a t r e a s u r y ;  he  l a i d  down 
l aws  and a d m i n i s t e r e d  them.  . . Muhammad was  
a l s o  a f a m i l y  man.
By 632 A . D . ,  d a t e  o f  Mohammad's d e a t h ,  " t h e  dim l i g h t  
o f  I s l a m  became a f l a m e . "  The I s l a m i c  communi ty  g a i n e d  
dynamic  p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  p o w e r s .  As Moojan Momen 
i n d i c a t e d :
The Major a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  Muhammad's m i n i s t r y  
was t h e  w e l d i n g  t o g e t h e r  o f  a hundred or more  
d i s p a r a t e  and f e u d i n g  t r i b e s  i n t o  one n a t i o n ,  
a u n i o n  t h a t  o v e r r o d e  t h e  t i e s  o f  k i n s h i p  and 
t h e  e n m i t y  o f  b l o o d .  . . .  So p o w e r f u l  was  
t h e  impet us  g i v e n  t o  t h i s  n a t i o n  by I s l a m  
t h a t  w i t h i n  one  g e n e r a t i o n  i t  had conque r e d  
t e r r i t o r y  s t r e t c h i n g  from T u n i s i a  t o  t he  
b o r d e r s  o f  I n d i a  and w i t h i n  f ew g e n e r a t i o n s  
t h i s  backward and p r i m i t i v e  p e o p l e  became t h e  
c e n t e r  o f  W e s t e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  in t h e  We s te r n  
w o r l d  and remai ne d  t hu s  f o r  a l m o s t  four  
hundred y e a r s .
Dur i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  c a l i p h a t e  ( 6 3 2 - 7 3 S  
A . D . )  I s l a m i c  w a r r i o r s  s u c e e d e d  in c o n q u e r i n g  S y r i a ,  I raq  
( M e s o p o t a m i a ) ,  E g y p t ,  and f ounde d  Baghdad and C a i r o .
A l t h o u g h  t h e  C a l i p h s  who s u c c e e d e d  Mohammad l a c k e d  h i s  
p r o p h e t i c  and s p i r i t u a l  c h a r i s m a ,  t h e y  n e v e r t h e l e s s
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m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s ,  m i l i t a r y ,  e c o n o m i c ,  and p o l i t i c a l  
p o w e r s - - e s p e c i a l 1y t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  merger  or f u s i o n  o f  
bot h  t empora l  and s p i r i t u a l  powers  w h i ch  i s  c e n t r a l  t o  t he  
I s l a m i c  t r a d i t i o n .
G o d ' s  m e s s a g e  i s  known as  t h e  Koran.  The l i t e r a l
meaning  o f  t h e  term i s  t h e  " Re a d i ng , "  w h i ch  i s  t ake n  from
t h e  f i r s t  r e v e l a t i o n  t o  Mohammad; "Read: in t h e  name of  thy
God who c r e a t e t h . "  As A l f r e d  G u i l l a u m e  e x p l a i n e d ,  "a g r e a t
d e a l  o f  t h e  Quran [Koran]  has  been  l e a r n e d  by h e a r t ,  f or
p r o f e s s i o n a l  remembrancers  who c o u l d  r e p e a t  t h e  w ho l e  o f  a
p o e t ' s  c o m p o s i t i o n  had l ong  been  r e c o g n i z e d  as  i n d i s p e n s a b l e
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members o f  A r ab i a n  s o c i e t y . "  M o r e o v e r ,  b e f o r e  t h e  
P r o p h e t ' s  d e a t h ,  a l l  t h e  Surahs  ( or  v e r s e s )  we r e  r e c o r d ed  in  
w r i t i n g  on ani mal  s k i n ,  s t o n e s ,  and t r e e  l e a v e s  and were  
s c a t t e r e d  among t h e  b e l i e v e r s  who we r e  c l o s e  t o  mohammad.
The r e c o g n i z e d  and a u t h o r i t a t i v e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  Koran was  
e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  Othman' s  C a l i p h a t e  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  650  
A . D . ) ,  when a l l  t h e  Surahs  we r e  c o l l e c t e d
and o r g a n i z e d .  The v e r s i o n  was m a i n l y  b a s e d  on "Abu B a k r ' s  
c o l l e c t i o n  and t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h o s e  who had l e a r n e d  t he  
w h o l e  Koran by h e a r t .  . . . The Koran has  t h u s  been  
c a r e f u l l y  p r e s e r v e d . "
The Koran a s s e r t e d  t h e  o n e n e s s  or u n i t y  o f  God,  t o  whom 
a l l  s o u l s  must  s u b m i t .  Surah CXI I d e c l a r e s :  "He i s  God 
a l o n e ,  God t h e  E t e r n a l  ( u n d i v i d e d ) .  He d oe s  not  b e g e t  and 
he i s  b e g o t t e n .  The r e  i s  no one  c o - e q u a l  w i t h  him. " The
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t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  Koran a r e  in many r e s p e c t s  s i m i l a r  to
B i b i l i c a l  c o n c e p t i o n s .  Yet  I s l a m  s i m p l i f i e d  t h e  C h r i s t i a n
r e l i g i o n  by " d i s c a r d i n g  t he  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  T r i n i  t a r i a n i s m ;
t h e  h a r k i n g  back t o  D o c e t i s m ,  . . . t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e
i d e a  o f  o r i g i n a l  s i n ,  . . . [ and by i n c l u d i n g  a ]  more
o p t i m i s t i c  o u t l o o k  on human n a t u r e  as  ne e de d  o f  g u i d a n c e
a
r a t h e r  than r e d e mp t io n  . . . A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no
c l a i m  t h a t  Mohammad was a d i v i n e  f i g u r e .  He was o n l y  a 
human b e i n g  c h o s e n  t o  c onvey  t h e  word o f  God.  T h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e  t erm "Mohammadenism," i s  m i s l e a d i n g  and f a l s e  b e c a u s e  i t  
i m p l i e s  w o r s h i p  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  Mohammad.
The Koran d i v i d e s  mankind i n t o  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s :  ( 1 )
t h e  umma (communi ty  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l ) ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
community o f  Mus l im b e l i e v e r s ;  ( 2 )  ahl  a l - k i t a b  ( p e o p l e  o f  
t h e  b o o k ) ,  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  Jews and C h r i s t i a n s  who must  be 
t r e a t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t ;  and ( 3 )  a 1 -mushrikTTn ( i d o l a t e r s )  and 
a l - k a f  i run  ( t h e  i n f i d e l s ) .  S e v e r a l  c omme nt a t or s  ar g ue  t h a t  
J u d a e o - C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  Koran,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  such n o t i o n s  as  God b e i n g  t h e  c r e a t o r ,  t he  
f i n a l  judgment ,  he a v e n  and h e l l ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  
and t he  e t e r n a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  s o u l .  The K o r a n i c  r e v e l a t i o n  
e n t a i l e d  f i v e  b e l i e f s  or " p i l l a r s "  w h i ch  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l s  o f  I s l a m .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  g r e a t  a f f i r m a t i o n  
( o r  t h e  s h a h a d a h ) whi ch  has t o  be r e c i t e d  by e v e r y  c o n v e r t  
i n i t i a t e d  t o  I s l a m :  "There i s  no God but  A l l a h  and Mohammad
i s  t h e  P r o p h e t  o f  A l l a h . "  As Grunebaum e x p l a i n e d :
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T h e r e  i s  no p e r i o d  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  through  
w h i c h  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  t o  t h e  I s l a m i c  community  
members hi p  must  g o ,  no e x a m i n a t i o n  t h a t  he  
must  p a s s .  Hi s  u n i l a t e r a l  t e s t i m o n i a l  t o  t h e  
t r u t h  o f  t h e  b a s i c  v e r i t i e s  o f  mo no t he i s m and 
r e v e l a t i o n  t hrou gh  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s o n  o f  
Muhammad Ibn ' A b d a l l a h  o f  Mec ca ,  t h e  l a s t  and 
most  p e r f e c t . o f  t h e  p r o p h e t s  s u f f i c e s  as  
c r e d e n t  i a l .
S ec o nd ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  z a k a t  ( a l m s g i v i n g ) ,  w h i ch  comes in  
two f orms :  t h e  o b l i g a t o r y  t y p e  and v o l u n t a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .
Alms can be g i v e n  in t h e  form o f  f o o d ,  c l o t h e s ,  s h e l t e r ,  
money,  and e ve n  l a n d .  T h i r d ,  Mus l i ms  must  o b s e r v e  t h e  5 i yam 
( f a s t i n g )  d u r i n g  t h e  month o f  Ramadan,  t h e  h o l y  s e a s o n  
d u r i n g  whi ch  t h e  Koran was r e v e a l e d  t o  Mohammad. "Thi s  f a s t  
can be a v e r y  s e v e r e  s t r a i n ,  b e c a u s e  u n l i k e  t h e  J e w i s h  and 
C h r i s t i a n  m o n t h s ,  w h i c h  f a l l  a t  a d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  
s o l a r  y e a r ,  t h e  months  o f  t h e  Mus l i m y e a r ,  w h i ch  i s  l u n a r ,  
may b e g i n  a t  any s e a s o n  o v e r  a g i v e n  p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s . " * *  
T r a v e l e r s ,  s i c k  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and p r e g n a n t  women a r e  e x e mp t ,  
but  t h e y  have  t o  f a s t  an e q u a l  number o f  days  when t h e i r  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a l l o w .
F o u r t h ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  g a l a t  ( p r a y e r s ) .  
P u r i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  c l e a n  w a t e r  i s  p r e s c r i b e d  b e f o r e  e ac h  o f  
t h e  f i v e  d a i l y  p r a y e r s :  saUTt a l - f a j r  ( a t  dawn) ,  g a f a t  a -
duhr ( a f t e r n o o n ) ,  s a l a t  a l - m a g h r i b  ( s u n s e t ) ,  and ga l  a t  a 1-  
ci sha  ( a t  n i g h t ) .  The w h o l e  Mus l i m c o n g r e g a t i o n  prays  
t o g e t h e r  in t h e  mosque on F r i d a y s  g u i d e d  by an imam.
F i n a l l y ,  i f  t h e y  can a f f o r d  i t ,  Mus l i ms  s h o u l d  
p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e  baj j ( p i l g r i m a g e  t o  Mecca)  a t  l e a s t  o n c e
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in t h e i r  l i f e  t i m e .  The bai  i o c c u r s  on t h e  t w e l f t h  month of  
t h e  lunar  c a l e n d a r .  G u i l l a u m e  summarized t h e  r i t u a l s  as  
f o i l o w s :
The p i l g r i m s  c i r c u m a m b u l a t e  t h e  Kaba s e ve n  
t i m e s ,  t hen  run b e t we e n  t h e  two s ma l l  h i l l s  
o f  S a f a  and Marwa hard by ,  and g a t h e r  
t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  h i l l  o f  A r a f a t  t w e l v e  m i l e s  
away;  on t h e  way back t h e y  s a c r i f i c e  s heep  
and c a m e l s  a t  Mina,  whe r e  t h e  c e r e m o n i a l  
s t o n i n g  o f  t h e  d e v i l  t a k e s  p l a c e .  One o f  t h e  
mos t  i mp o r t an t  a c t s  in t h e  p i l g r i m  c e r e m o n i a l  
i s  t h e  k i s s i n g  o f . t h e  b l a c k  s t o n e  s e t  in a 
w a l 1 o f  t h e  Kaba.
In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  f i v e  p i l l a r s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  f a i t h ,  
t h e  Koran p r e s c r i b e s  a code  o f  c o n d u c t  b a s ed  on m o r a l -  
e t h i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  g o o d n e s s ,  
r e s p e c t  f o r  p a r e n t s ,  t o l e r a n c e ,  and h o n e s t y .  The Koran a l s o  
f o r b i d s  numerous s i n s  such a s :  a d u l t e r y ,  t h e f t ,  murder ,
g a m b l i n g ,  w i n e  d r i n k i n g ,  w o r s h i p  o f  i d o l s ,  and w i t c h c r a f t .
The s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e  o f  I s l a m i c  t e a c h i n g  i s  t h e  sunna
w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t ' s  bad i  th* t h a t  i s ,  h i s  v e r b a l
s t a t e m e n t s  and d e e d s .  L i k e  t h e  Kor an,  t h e  badi  tli were
t r a n s m i t t e d  o r a l l y .  The major  p r o b l e m e m a n a t e s  from t h e
f a c t  t h a t  ove r  t i m e ,  a number o f  s p u r i o u s  badi th* have
a r i s e n .  To c o u n t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  1ama ( l e a r n e d  d o c t o r s  o f
I s l a m i c  law)  p r e s c r i b e d  d i f f i c u l t  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  had t o  be
13met b e f o r e  an bad i th  was r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a u t h e n t i c .
A f t e r  t h e  p r o p h e t ' s  d e a t h ,  I s l a m  s p l i t  i n t o  a m u l t i t u d e  
o f  s e c t s .  "The M u s l i m s ,  l i k e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  have  t h e i r  
p u r i t a i n s ,  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  and m o d e r n i s t s ,  and t h e i r  m y s t i c s  
and h y s t e r i c a l  d e v o t e e s . 1  ̂ As f a r  as  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s
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c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  o n l y  t h e  
two major  b r a n c h e s  o f  I s l a m :  t h e  Sunni  s e c t ,  whi ch  has two
s u b g r o u p s ,  t h e  Wahhabi and t h e  S u f i ;  and t he  S h i ' i t e  s e c t ,  
w i t h  e mp h a s i s  upon t h e  group knows as  " t h e  T w e l v e r s . "
The d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e s e  
s e c t s  we r e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and t h e o l o g i c a l  o r i g i n .  
T h e o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e  was t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  
P r o p h e t .  The S u n n i s  a r e  " t h e  f a i t h f u l  o b s e r v e r s  o f  t he  
sunna o f  t h e  M u s l i n  communi ty ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  c us t oms  b a s ed  on 
t h e  Koran,  t h e  had i th ,̂ and t h e  p r e c e d e n t s  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  
P r o p h e t  and t h e  R a s h i d u n  C a l i p h s . " ^  They b e l i e v e  in 
s y m b o l i c  d e s c e n t , w h i c h  means t h a t  t h e  C a l i p h  woul d  be a 
d ev o u t  i n d i v i d u a l  who e p i t o m i z e s  t h e  K o r a n i c  m e s s a g e .  The  
S h i i t e s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  b e l i e v e  in l i n e a r  s u c c e s s i o n ; 
t h e y  i n s i s t  upon r e s t o r i n g  t h e  Imamate t o  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  A1i  
and h i s  d e s c e n d a n t s .
P o l i t i c a l l y ,  Sunni  Mus l i ms  a r e  predomi nant  among t h e  
Arabs  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  w h i l e  t h e  S h i i t e s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  
w i t h  P e r s i a  ( I r a n ) .  The S h i i t e s  r e j e c t e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
c o n s e n s u s  t h a t  b i n d s  t h e  I s l a m i c  or MahdT- -who  i s  a 
m e s s i a n i c  f i g u r e  a p p o i n t e d  by God.  A f t e r  h i s  " a p p e a r a n c e , "  
t h e  MahdT w i l l  r e i n s t a t e  j u s t i c e  and r i g h t e o u s n e s s  t o  
h u m a n i t y . B y  c o n t r a s t ,  f o r  t h e  S u n n i ,  t h e  C a l i p h  pe r f or ms  
o n l y  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  j u s t i c e  t hrough  t h e  Shar i  
Sa ( I s l a m i c  l a w ) .
The f unda me nt a l  d i f f e r e n c e  be t we e n  Sunni  and S h i ' i t e
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paradigms  l i e s  in t h e i r  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  way r e l i g i o n  f u n c t i o n s  
w i t h i n  t h e  t empora l  ( o r  p o l i t i c a l )  r e a l m .  As Edward 
Mortimar r i g h t l y  a r g u e d ,  "In Sunni  t h e o r y  r e l i g i o u s  
a c t i v i t i e s  come w i t h i n  t h e  domain of  t h e  s t a t e ,  however  
i m p e r f e c t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  no a l t e r n a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  in 
s i g h t . T h a t  i s ,  Sunni  ^ l a m a  p e r f o r m s e v e r a l  f u n c t i o n s  in  
t h e  s o c i e t y  as  e d u c a t o r s ,  c o u n s e l o r s ,  p r a y er  l e a d e r s ,  and 
j u d g es  under t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .
In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  Sunni  *11 lama promoted a n o n - a c t i v e  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r ,  however  
c o r r u p t  or i n j u s t ,  in  t he  hope t h a t  a re f or me d  p o l i t i c a l  
e nv i r onme n t  w i l l  be e s t a s b l i s h e d  a t  a l a t e r  s t a g e .  By 
c o n t r a c t  t o  t h e i r  Sunni  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  t h e  S h i ' i t e s '  paradi gm  
e mp h a s i z e d  and e n co u r a g e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r  
and i t s  r e p r e s e n t i v e s  who r u l e  i 1 1 i g i t i m a t e l y  u n t i l  t h e
  i g
r e t u r n  of  t h e  h id d e n  Imam. Thus ,  Sunni  I s l a m  can be
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  " t he  d o c t r i n e  o f  power and a c h i e v e m e n t , "  w h i l e
19S h i ' i t e  I s l a m  i s  " t he  d o c t r i n e  o f  o p p o s i t i o n . "  T h i s
a s p e c t  can be e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S h i ' i s m  emerged as
a r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  A1i  by t h e  Umayyads.  T h i s  s e c t
20made s u f f e r i n g  and martyrdom as  t h e  c o r e  o f  i t s  paradigm.
As Mort imar i n d i c a t e d :
The m a i n s t r e a m  community o f  Sunni  Mus l ims  has  
a l w a y s  been w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  a g r e a t  
d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s ,  drawi ng  t h e  l i n e  o n l y  
a t  t h o s e  whi ch  appear  t o  deny e i t h e r  t he  
o n e n e s s  o f  God or t h e  f i n a l i t y  o f  t h e  
r e v e l a t i o n  t o  Mohammad."
T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  Sunni  f l e x i b i l i t y  in
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d e a l i n g  w i t h  t e mpo r a l  and s p i r i t u a l  i s s u e s .  T h i s  a s p e c t  i s
m a i n t a i n e d  by t h e  s hur a  d o c t r i n e  ( c o n s u l t a t i o n )  and t hrough
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  ah l  a l - b a l  wa al-^aqd ( t h e  c o u n c i l  o f
n o t a b l e s ) .  T h es e  two p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  c e n t r a l  in i n s u r i n g  a
22s y s t e m  o f  c h e c k s  a g a i n s t  c o r r u p t i o n  and i n j u s t i c e .  " I f  we
w i s h  t o  s t a t e  c o n c i s e l y  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be t we e n  Sunni  and
S h i a  I s l a m , "  G o l d z i h e r  e x p l a i n e d ,  "we s h o u l d  say t h a t  t he
former i s  a church  f ounde d  on t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  communi ty ,
23t h e  l a t t e r  i s  an a u t h o r i t a r i a n  Churc h . "
The Sunni  s e c t  c o n s i s t s  o f  two i mp or t ant  s u b - s e c t s .
T h e s e  a r e  t h e  SufTs  ( n i ckname  g i v e n  t o  them b e c a u s e  t hey
wore  c l o t h e s  made o f  sTI f - -or  w o o l ) ,  and t h e  WahhabT (named
a f t e r  Mohammad A b d - a l  Wahhab,  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  movement ) .
The S~ufTs do not  have  a d o g m a t i c  b e l i e f  s y s t e m :  t h e  p a t h s  or
tur uq  t h ro u gh  w hi c h  t h e y  s e e k  God " a r e  in number as  t he
s o u l s  o f  men” and v a r y  w i d e l y ,  " t hr o ug h  a f a m i l y  l i k e n e s s
2kmay be t r a c e d  in a l l  o f  them." The S u f i s  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e
" g n o s i s , "  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  m y s t i c  k no wl edg e  o f  God,  t hrough
2 5h y p n o t i c  t r a n c e s .  The b e l i e f s  o f  t h e  Wahhabi s ,  who 
r e a c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  S u f i  s e c t  and s o u g h t  t o  p u r i f y  I s l a m  
from t h e  v e n e r a t i o n  o f  s a i n t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  S u f i  
p r a c t i c e s ,  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  more f u l l y  in t h e  s e c t i o n  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  r e f or m movement w i t h i n  I s l a m  and in t h e  c h a p t e r  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  Saudi  A r a b i a .
The most  i mp or t an t  o f f s h o o t  o f  S h i ' i s m  i s  known as  t h e  
T w e l v e r s  or I thrfashar  i . T h i s  body o f  S h i ' i s m  has been t h e
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s t a t e  r e l i g i o n  in I ran  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  ( 1 5 0 2 ) .  The name "Twe l v e r s "  i s  bas e d  on t h e  i d e a  o f  
t h e  t w e l f t h  Imam who i s  r e g a r d e d  as  h a v i n g  d i v i n e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The t w e l f t h  Imam was Mohammad Abu-Qas i m,  who 
was t e m p o r a r i l y  removed from t h e  w o r l d  and ( a s  t h e  "hi dden  
Imam" or "Mahdi")  w i l l  r e a ppe a r  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  w o r l d  t o  
b r i n g  h a p p i n e s s  and p r o s p e r i t y  t o  h u ma n i t y .
I s l a m  as  a T o t a l  Sy s te m
As i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n  p u r p o r t s  t o
r e g u l a t e  e v e r y  s p h e r e  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e s  p e r s o n a l
r e l a t i o n s ,  e a t i n g  h a b i t s ,  b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  pr a y e r
r i t u a l ,  law and o r d e r ,  c r i m i n a l  p u n i s h m e n t s ,  p o l i t i c a l
i d e a l s - - ! i t e r a l l y  e v e r y  human a c t i v i t y .  Indeed I s l a m  " i s
no t  m e r e l y  r e l i g i o u s  but  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  and l e g a l  as
w e l l ,  . . . n o t  j u s t  s o m e t h i n g  Mus l i ms  t ur n  t o  on F r i d a y ,
26t h e i r  day o f  p r a y e r " .  The c e n t r a l  f o c u s  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s
upon I s l a m ' s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s .  In v i e w  o f
I s l a m ' s  t o t a l  or c o m p r e h e n s i v e  n a t u r e ,  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a
" s e c u l a r "  Mu s l i m s t a t e  i s  l o g i c a l l y  c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  and
a c c o r d i n g  t o  I s l a m i c  t e n e t s ,  f a l s e .  I s l a m  "does  not
s e p a r a t e  b e t w e e n  du t y  as  a b e l i e v e r  and du t y  as  c i t i z e n ;
b e t w e e n  what  i s  owi ng  t o  God and what  i s  owing  t o
27s o c i e t y " .  The I s l a m i c  community as  a w h o l e  i s  t h e  major  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s o v e r e i g n t y .  Every  
d i m e n s i o n  o f  human l i f e  e x p l o r e d  by t h e  I s l a m i c  s y s t e m  i s
R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .
5 4
l e a r n e d  from A l l a h  and " a t t a i n a b l e  in p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and
28e c o n om i c  e x i s t e n c e ,  by men on e a r t h . "  G u s t a v e  Von
Grunbaum e l a b o r a t e d  on t h i s  i s s u e  when he w r o t e :
I s l a m  i s  t h e  community o f  A l l a h .  He i s  
l i v i n g  t r u t h  t o  w hi ch  i t  owes  i t s  l i f e .  He 
i s  t h e  c e n t e r  and t h e  g o a l  o f  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  
e x p e r i e n c e .  But  he i s  a l s o  t h e  mundane head  
o f  h i s  community w h i c h  he no t  o n l y  r u l e s  but  
g o v e r n s .
As m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  "Muhammad s e t  up h i s  f o l l o w e r s  as  a 
t h e o c r a c y ,  a commonweal th in whi ch  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  power was
h e l d  by t h e  Lo r d ,  who had i t  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by . . . t h e
30P r o p h e t  Muhammad." In o t h e r  words  t h e  I s l a m i c  umma
(communi ty )  d i d  not  comprehend or a c c e p t  a s e p a r a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  s p i r i t u a l  and t empora l  p o w e r s .  In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,
" t h e  s t a t e  was  t h e  c hur c h  in t h a t  i t  s a f e g u a r d e d  and
e xpanded  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  f a i t h  and t ook  c a r e  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s
31o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r s . "  Thus ,  a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t ween
" f e a s i b l e ,  ' s e c u l a r '  c r i t e r i a  o f  a c i t i z e n ' s  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y
. . . and t h e  f u l l  f r e e  v o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u e  ' r e l i g i o u s '
32Musl im" a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  as  u n - I s l a m i c .
From t h e  e a r l y  d a y s ,  I s l a m  began as  a p o l i t i c o -
r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m .  As Cragg e x p l a i n e d ,  Mohammad "f ounded a
s t a t e .  He d i d  no t  m e r e l y  l aunc h  a r e l i g i o n .  Pe r h a p s  e v e n
t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  unsound .  We s h o u l d  p er h a ps  s ay  he
33l a u n c h ed  a r e l i g i o n  in f o u n d i n g  a s t a t e . "  The same s y s t e m  
was m a i n t a i n e d  a f t e r  Mohammad's d e a t h ,  s i n c e  t h e  C a l i p h s  
p r o t e c t e d  t h e  Shar i ca ( I s l a m i c  law)  and i n s u r e d  i t s  
a p p l i c a t i o n  in a l l  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and t e m p o ra l  s p h e r e s .
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Among t h e  major  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  s t a t e  
i d e n t i f i e d  by Z i a u d d i n  Sardar  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  ( 1 )  The
Mus l i m s y s t e m  i s  a t r a d i t i o n a l  o n e .  Sardar r e f e r r e d  t o  t he  
" t r a d i t i o n s  o f  I s l a m  as  embodied in i t s  h i s t o r y  and 
c u l t u r e " ;  and he i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e y  must  not  be m i s t a k e n  for  
" p r i m i t i v e  t r a d i t i o n s "  t h a t  impede d e v e l o p m e n t .  ( 2 )  Th i s  
s y s t e m  i s  g o a l - o r i e n t e d .  I t  s e e k s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  w i l l  o f  
A l l a h ,  whi ch  i m p l i e s  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  and s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m ,  r a t h e r  than i t s  r e p l a c e m e n t  by a s y s t e m  
w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  g o a l s  ( s u c h  as  i n d i v i d u a l  h a p p i n e s s  or t he  
w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ) .  S t a b i l i t y  in t h i s  frame o f  
r e f e r e n c e  means " t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  I s l a m ' s  b a s i c  
p a r a m e t e r s  in t h e  f a c e  o f  c h a n g e - - a n d  h e n c e  e n s u r e  i t s  
o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t i n u i t y . "  And ( 3 )  The I s l a m i c  s y s t e m  
s t r e s s e s  " s t r u c t u r a l  c o h e s i v e n e s s " ;  t he  P r o p h e t  r e f e r r e d  to  
t h e  I s l a m i c  communi ty  as  b e i n g  c o mp a r a b l e  t o  a human body or 
a l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m .  When an organ  i s  not  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  t h e  
w h o l e  s y s t e m  or body s u f f e r s  from t h e  harm. T h i s  a l s o  
c o n v e y s  t he  image o f  s t r u c t u r e  whe re  e v e r y  p a r t  i s  de p e nde nt  
on t h e  o t h e r  t o  s u r v i v e .  A f o u r t h  p o i n t  c o u l d  be added to  
t h e  ab o v e :  The I s l a m i c  s y s t e m  i s  bas e d  on t h e  n o t i o n  o f
i jmac , w hi ch  i s  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  o f  t h e  l e a r n e d  and comp et en t  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  j u d g e  in r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s .  Any d e v i a t i o n  
f rom i jma^ i s  c o n s i d e r e d  kuf  r , t h a t  i s ,  u n b e l i e f .
In Sum:
I s l a m  i s  a t o t a l  and u n i f i e d  way o f  l i f e ,  
b o t h  r e l i g i o u s  and s e c u l a r ,  i t  i s  a s e t  o f
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b e l i e f s  and a way o f  w o r s h i p ;  i t  i s  a v a s t
and i n t e g r a t e d  s y s t e m  o f  law;  i t  i s  a c u l t u r e
and a c i v i l i z a t i o n ;  i t  i s  a p o l i t y  and a 
method o f  g o v e r n a n c e ; i t  i s  a s p e c i a l  s o r t  o f  
s o c i e t y  and a way o f  r unni ng  a f a m i l y ;  i t  
p r e s c r i b e s  f o r  i n h e r i t e n c e ,  d i v o r c e ,  d r e s s  
and e t i q u e t t e ,  f ood  and p e r s o n a l  h y g i e n e .  I t  
i s  a s p i r i t u a l  and human t o t a l i t y ,  t h i s -  
w o r l d l y  and o t h e r - - w o r d l y .
The c u r r e n t  d e b a t e  f o c u s i n g  on t he  i s s u e  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c
s t a t e  r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w he t he r  t h e  Mus l i m s t a t e  i s  a
t h e o c r a c y ,  s i n c e  r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c s  a r e  i n e x t r i c a b l y
j o i n e d .  As Cragg  e x p l a i n e d ,  when d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  I s l a m i c
p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  or s t a t e ,  " t h e o c r a c y ,  t h e n  in any f e a s i b l e
s e n s e ,  must  mean d i v i n e  a u t h o r i t y  in and t h r o u g h  human 
3 6i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  M o re o v e r ,  t h e  term t h e o c r a c y  c o u l d  a l s o
d e s i g n a t e  " t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  law d i v i n e l y  r e v e a l e d .  The
community s t a n d s  under God b e c a u s e  i t  s t a n d s  under God' s  
37l a w . "  By t h i s  c r i t e r i o n ,  e v e r y  Mus l im s t a t e  i s  a 
t h e o c r a c y .  As a t h e o c r a c y ,  t h e  n ex t  q u e s t i o n  becomes :
What s p e c i f i c  form o f  government  or s y s t e m  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be t ween  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s )  s h a l l  an I s l a m i c  s t a t e  assume? As d i f f e r e n t  
m o d e l s  o f  I s l a m i c  s t a t e s ,  w hi ch  w i l l  be examined l a t e r ,  w i l l  
d e m o n s t r a t e ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  I s l a m i c  t h e o c r a c y  t a k e s  many 
f o r ms :  e . g . ,  I ran  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by m i l i t a n t  I s l a m ,  and
Egypt  e x e m p l i f i e s  " s y m b i o t i c "  d e v e l o p m e n t .  D e s p i t e  such  
d i f f e r e n c e s ,  I s l a m  s t a t e s  whi ch  d i d  not  f o l l o w  a s e c u l a r i s t  
p a t h  have  a p p l i e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  Shar i ca and have  
s o u g h t  t o  c r e a t e  some k i nd  o f  b a l a n c e  b e t we e n  p o l i t i c a l  and
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s p i r i t u a l  a u t h o r i t y .
Var i e t  i e s o f  I s l a m i c  Reforms
The pr o f o un d  c r i s i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  by I s l a m  in modern
t i m e s  i s  by no means new; i t  s t a r t e d  in t h e  e l e v e n t h
c e n t u r y .  N e a r l y  a l l  a t t e m p t s  t o  re f o r m I s l a m  w e r e  r e s p o n s e s
t o  p e r i o d s  t h a t  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c
38c i v i l i z a t i o n  and t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a i t h .
An i n f l u e n t i a l  and c r e a t i v e  r e s p o n s e  o f  I s l a m  t o  t h i s  
c r i s i s  o c c u r r e d  t hr ough  S u f i s m ,  w hi c h  s o u g h t  t o  p r e s e n t  a 
new and f u l l e r  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  f a i t h .  In t i m e ,  t he  S u f i s  
w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  " m y s t i c s "  o f  p op ul a r  I s l a m ;  t h e y  
worked w i t h  o r d i n a r y  b e l i e v e r s  in t h e  t a r  i q a s  or p a t h s .
They i n s p i r e d  t h e  f a i t h f u l  t h r o ug h  more p r a c t i c a l  and l e s s  
e x a l t e d  p r a c t i c e s  bas e d  on t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  s e l f  in s e a r c h  o f  
Go d .
Some S u f i  o r d e r s  b u i l t  t h e i r  l i f e  around zawTya
( m o n a s t e r i e s ) ,  whe r e  t h e y  w o r s h i p p e d  s a i n t s  and v e n e r a t e d
t ombs .  However ,  t h e  S u f i s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  "an i m p r e s s i v e
t a l e n t  f o r  i n f u s i n g  t h e  f a i t h  w i t h  new l i f e  and endowi ng  i t
39w i t h  a broad p o p u l a r  a p p e a l . "  The S u f i s  w e r e  e s p e c i a l l y
pr o mi ne nt  in t h e  e l e v e n t h  c e n t u r y .  D ur i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  t h e y
s u c c e e d e d  in a c h i e v i n g  r e s u l t s  t h a t  c o u l d  be compared t o  t h e
40g r e a t  c o n q u e s t s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  I s l a m i c  c e n t u r y .  The S u f i  
movement  a l s o  s o u g h t  t o  d e m o c r a t i z e  I s l a m  by b r i n g i n g  i t  
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  common man.  As one  commentator  has e x p l a i n e d :
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At a t i me  when t h e  fii 1ama] w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  
a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  on t h e  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  law and 
t h e  q u e s t  o f  o r t h o d o x y ,  S u f i  s h e i k s ,  
d e r v i s h e s ,  p o s t s  and p h i l o s o p h e r s  - 
t r i u m p h a n t l y  r e a s s e r t e d  t h e  supremacy o f  the  
s p i r i t .  The m y s t i c a l  p o e t r y  o f  t h e  S u f i s ,  
t h e i r  e xa mp l e s  o f  p e r s o n a l  d e v o t i o n  and 
s a i n t l i n e s s ,  and e n t h u s i a s m  o f  t h e i r  
b r o t h e r h o o d s  c h a r t e d  new pathways  o f  
r e l i g i o u s  e x p r e s s i o n  j u s t  as  t h e  o l d e r  o n e s  
w e r e  b e i n g  b l o c k e d  or narrowed by t he  
Fu1ama]
A l - G h a z a l i ,  t h e  l e a d i n g  p h i l o s o p h e r  and p o s t  o f  S u f i s m
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  Si l a ma we r e  m a i n l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h
" w o r l d l y  m a t t e r s , "  t h e  " c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  S u f i  pa t h  i s
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ne e de d  t o  a c h i e v e  man' s  s a l v a t i o n . "  The p o p u l a r  a p p e a l  o f
t h e  S u f i s  r e a c h e d  t r i b a l  r e g i o n s ,  v i l l a g e s ,  g u i l d
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  a r t i s a n s ,  and o t h e r  g r o u p s ,  whi ch  p r o v i d e d
43t h e  movement w i t h  s t r e n g t h  and s u p p o r t .
A no t h e r  I s l a m i c  c r i s i s  o c c u r r e d  under  t h e  Ottoman  
Empire ( 1 3 2 6 - 1 9 2 2 ) ,  when Turkey was r e f e r r e d  t o  as  " t he  s i c k
h i i
man o f  E u r o p e , "  D ur i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  t h e  Mus l i m w o r l d  "had
sunk t o  t h e  l o w e s t  d e p t h  o f  i t s  d e c r e p i t u d e . "  L i f e  had gone
o u t  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  f a i t h  l e a v i n g  d e g e n e r a t i o n  and
s u p e r s t i t i o n  b e h i n d .  The s i t u a t i o n  was s o  d e g r a d e d  t h a t
c o u l d  Mohammad "have  r e t u r n e d  t o  e a r t h  he woul d
u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  have  a n a t h e m a t i z e d  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  as  a p o s t a t e s  
45and i d o l a t e r s . "
The movement  known as  " I s l a m i c  f u n d a m e n ta l i s m "  a r o s e  as  
an a t t e m p t  t o  d i a g n o s e  and c o r r e c t  t h e  d i s o r d e r  t h a t  l e d  t o  
I s l a m i c  e c l i p s e .  Two major  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  r e v i v a l i s t  
r e f o r m  we r e  e s p e c i a l l y  i n f l u e n t i a l .  The f i r s t  was t h e
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Wahhabi movement ,  a s e c t  o f  Sunni  I s l a m  t h a t  a ppe a r e d  in
Saudi  A r a b i a  in an e f f o r t  t o  p u r i f y  I s l a m  o f  e x t r a n e o u s
i n f l u e n c e s . ^  The Wahhabis  r e a c t e d  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  S u f i
p r a c t i c e s .  They s o u g h t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Mus l im p u r i t y  and
r e c a p t u r e  or r e v i v e  I s l a m ' s  e a r l y  s i m p l i c i t y .  The movement
* 7
was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by " ha r s h ,  uncompromi s i ng  l e g a l i s m . "
For e x a m p l e ,  Wahhabism r e v o l t e d  a g a i n s t  t o m b s i d e  p r a y e r s  and 
a g a i n s t  s a i n t  w o r s h i p  as  p r a c t i c e d  by S u f i  d e r v i s h e s .  Such 
p r a c t i c e s  i m p l i e d  s h i r k , t h a t  i s ,  i n t e r v e n t i o n  be t ween  man
t ig
and h i s  God.  Abd al -Wahhab e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s i c k n e s s
and c o r r u p t i o n  o f  c o nt e mp o r a r y  s o c i e t y  we r e  c a u s e d  by t he
f a c t  t h a t  p e o p l e  had become " a d d i c t e d  t o  S u f i s m  as  a k i n d  o f
o p i a t e  whi ch  l u l l e d  them t o  s l e e p  and d e p r i v e d  them o f
49v i g o u r  and v i t a l i l t y . "
Al-Wahhab a c c e p t e d  o n l y  t h e  p l a i n  t e x t  o f  t h e  Koran and
t h e  had i th; o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  as  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  Shar i c a . He
r e j e c t e d  t h e  b i d c a , or i n n o v a t i o n s  and p r a c t i c e s  not  a d o p t e d
by t h e  Ph ro p h e t  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  such as  v i s i t i n g  s a i n t s '
tombs and t h e  v e n e r a t i o n  o f  o b j e c t s  and t r e e s .  "He even
went  so  far  as  t o  e n f o r c e  mosque a t t e n d a n c e ,  s o me t h i n g
50p r e v i o u s l y  unheard  o f . "
P o l i t i c a l l y ,  Wahhabism g a i n e d  power in Saudi  A r a b i a .
In 1744 al -Wahhab c o n v e r t e d  t h e  amir Ibn Sa ud.  They s i g n e d  
a p a c t  w hi ch  l a i d  down t h e  b a s i s  f or  a Be do u i n  p r i n c i p a l i t y  
w i t h i n  a c a n o n i c a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e o c r a c y .  A f t e r  World  
War I ,  t h e  Saudi  t r i b e  d e f e a t e d  t h e  H a s h i m i t e s  and
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p r o c l a i m e d  Wahhabism t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  o f  Saudi
A r a b i a . A  more d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  Wahhabism and i t s
p o l i t i c a l  impact  on Saudi  government  w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  in
t h e  F o u r t h  C ha pt e r  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .
The s e c o n d  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  I s l a m i c  r e v i v a l i s m  was t h e
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Mus l im B r o t he r h o o d  in 1925 by Hasan a l -
Banna,  who was known as  t h e  murshi d  a 1 -̂ mm ( t h e  supreme
g u i d e ) .  The M u s l i n  B r o t h e r h o o d ,  whi ch  emerged in r u r a l
E g y p t ,  "was t o  become t h e  most  p ow e r f u l  I s l a m i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n
52s i n c e  t h e  heyday  o f  t h e  Wahhabi movement . "
L i k e  Wahhabism,  t h e  Musl im B r o t h e r h o o d  a d v o c a t e d  a
53r e t u r n  t o  o r t h o d o x  p u r i t a n c i a l  I s l a m .  M o r e o v e r ,  a l - B a n n a  
b e l i e v e d  in t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c h o o s i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  We s t er n  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  w h i ch  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  I s l a m i c  f a i t h .  
However ,  he c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  m o r a l i t y  o f  t h e  W e s t ,  e x p e c i a l l y  
t h e  e m a n c i p a t i o n  o f  women.
P o l i t i c a l l y ,  a l - B a n n a  b e l i e v e d  f i r m l y  in t h e  
i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e p a r a t i n g  t empora l  from s p i r i t u a l  power.  
Hi s  u n wa v e r i n g  i d e a l  was t h e  model  o f  p o l i t y  under  t h e  
P r o p h e t  Modammad. I t  t o o k  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  Mus l im  
B r o t h e r h o o d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  t o  become a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  f o r c e  in E g y p t .  The 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  l au n c h e d  s e v e r a l  s o c i a l  p r o g r a ms ,  such as  the  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m o s q u es ,  s ma l l  i n d u s t r i e s ,  s c h o o l s ,  and 
t e c h n i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The B r o t h e r h o o d ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  in Egypt  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  in Chapter
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T h re e .
Bot h  Wahhabism and t h e  Mus l im B r o t h e r h o o d  w e r e  e f f o r t s  
t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  I s l a m  by r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  
unc h a ng i ng  f unda me n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  f a i t h ,  as  
d e l i v e r e d  by Mohammad. A d i f f e r e n t  approach  t o  t h e  
phenomenon was e x e m p l i f i e d  by c e r t a i n  I s l a m i c  " re f or me r s "  
( s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  " I s l a m i c  m o d e r n i z e r s " ) .  Among t h e s e  were  
Jamal a l - D i n  a l - A f g h a n i  ( 1 8 3 9 - 9 7 )  and h i s  d i s c i p l e ,  Muhammad 
Abduh ( 1 8 4 9 - 1 9 0 5 ) .  A l - A f g h a n i  was t h e  f i r s t  P a n - I s l a m i c  
p r o p a g a n d i s t .  Hi s  main argument  was t h e  need t o  r e v i t a l i z e  
I s l a m i c  t h i n k i n g  t hr o ug h  t h e  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  "Western  
r a t i o n a l i s m . " ^  As a f i n e  o r a t o r ,  a l - A f g h a n i  t r a v e l e d  up 
and down t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  and E u r o p e .  He v i s i t e d  I n d i a ,  
P e r s i a ,  E g y p t ,  T u r k e y ,  Gr e a t  B r i t a i n ,  and R u s s i a . ^  From 
t h i s  w i d e  t r a v e l i n g ,  a l - A f g h a n i  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  " t h e  Mus l im  
w o r l d  was t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  West  as  a p o w e r f u l  and dynamic  
e n t i t y .  He saw t h a t  in c o mp ar i s o n  w i t h  t h a t  e n t i t y  . . . 
t h e  w ho l e  I s l a m i c  w o r l d  was weak . "  T h e r e f o r e ,  a l - A f g h a n i  i s  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  Mus l im r e f o r me r  "to  u s e  t h e  c o n c e p t  
' I s l a m '  v e r s u s  t h e  ' W e s t '  a s  c o n n o t i n g  c o r r e l a t i v e  and o f  
c o u r s e ,  a n t a g o n i s t i c  h i s t o r i c a l  phenomena.
The major  theme s t r e s s e d  by a l - A f g h a n i  in t h e  w e e k l y  
j o u r n a l  al -Sjrwa a l - w u t h q a  ("The u n b r e a k a b l e  b on d" ) ,  founded  
in  P a r i s  in 1884 ,  was t h a t  a l l  Mus l i m c o u n t r i e s  s h o u l d  u n i t e  
t o  e l i m i n a t e  W e s t e r n  i m p e r i a l i s m  and d o m i n a t i o n .  Hi s  main  
argument  was t h a t :
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I s l a m  . . . h a v i n g  o n c e  been  g r e a t  c o u l d  be 
g r e a t  a g a i n  i f  i t  c o u l d  r e s i s t .  The way t o  
r e s i s t  was t o  b r i n g  a bout  r e f o r ms  in each  
Mus l i m c o u n t r y  t o  make them s t r o n g  and then  
t o  u n i t e  them in some s o r t  o f  l o o s e  S§n-  
I s l a m i c  f e d e r a t i o n  on c o n f e d e r a t i o n .
P o l i t i c a l l y ,  a l - A f g h a n i  s o u g h t  t o  u n i f y  a l l  Mus l ims
under  an i d e a l  u n i v e r s a l  C a l i p h a t e  r u l e d  by a " j u s t  k ing"
and whe r e  t h e  Si lama have  a r e s p e c t e d  p o s i t i o n  in t h e  
59g o v e r n m e n t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a l - A f g h a n i  was an a c t i v i s t  who 
b e l i e v e d  f i r m l y  t h a t  " a l l a h  c h a n g e t h  no t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a 
f o l k  u n l e s s  t h e y  ( f i r s t )  c h a ng e  t h a t  w hi ch  i s  in t h e i r  
s e l v e s  ( h e a r t s ) . "  ( Su r a h  X I I I . )
Muhammad Abduh b e l o n g e d  t o  a modes t  f a m i l y  t h a t  l i v e d
in t h e  d e l t a  o f  t h e  N i l e .  He r e c e i v e d  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  ^ 1 im
( s i n g u l a r  o f  ^ j l ama) in 1877 f r o m A l - A z h a r  U n i v e r s i t y .  He
was A l - A f g h a n i ' s  g r e a t e s t  d i s c i p l e  "but  a v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  man
and a b i g g e r  man than h i s  m a s t e r . " ^ 0 T h r ough out  h i s  l i f e ,
Abduh a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  Mul ims t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  o f  We s t e r n
s c i e n c e  and r e a s o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f u r t h e r  I s l a m  and d e f e n d
i t .  In t h i s  v e i n  he w r o t e :
I f  [ I s l a m ]  was t h e  f i r s t  r e l i g i o n  t o  a d d r e s s  
t h e  r a t i o n a l  mi nd ,  summoning i t  t o  l o o k  i n t o  
t h e  w h o l e  m a t e r i a l  u n i v e r s e ,  g i v i n g  i t  f r e e  
r e i n  t o  range  a t  w i l l  t hr o ug h  a l l  i t s  
s e c r e t s ,  s a v i n g  o n l y  t h e r e i n  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  
o f  t h e  f a i t h ,  how i s  i t  t h a t  Mus l i ms  a r e  
c o n t e n t  w i t h  so  l i t t l e  and many i n d e e d  have  
c l o s e d  and b ar r e d  t h e  door o f  k no wl ed g e  
a l t o g e t h e r ,  s u p p o s i n g  t h e r e b y  t h a t  God i s  
p l e a s e d  w i t h  i g n o r a n c e  and n e g l e c t  o f  s t u d y  
o f  h i s  m a r v e l l o u s  handi work?
In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  Abduh a t t e m p t e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  
r e f o r m  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m
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in A l - A z h a r .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  he t r i e d  t o  m o d e r n i z e  t h e  s y s t e m
o f  t h e  Shar i c a . Many o f  t h e  r e f or ms  c a r r i e d  out  in l a t e r
y e a r s  in Egypt  a f t e r  Abduh' s  d e a t h  were  b a s e d  on h i s
p r o p o s a l s .  A l t h o u g h  Abduh t r i e d  " t o  b r i d g e  t h e  gap be t we e n
moderni sm and t r a d i t i o n a l i s m  by showi ng  t h a t  t h e r e  were
m o d e r n i s t  e l e m e n t s  in I s l a m  i t s e l f , "  Abduh remai ned  "at
62h e a r t  more t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  than m o d e r n i s t . "  He s t r e s s e d
t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  l i  lama and f a v o r e d  t h e  r u l e  o f  a j u s t  d e s p o t
k i n g  who woul d  u n i t e  t h e  Mus l i m communi ty .  M o r e o v e r ,  Abduh
e x p r e s s e d  h i s  sympathy toward t h e  o r t h o d o x  Wahhabi approach
63t o  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y .
S t i l l  a n o t h e r  I s l a m i c  r e f or me r  t h a t  s h o u l d  be m e n t i o n e d  
i s  R a s h i d  R i d a  ( 1 8 6 5 - 1 9 3 5 ) .  He was Abduh’ s b i o g r a p h e r  and 
s t u d e n t .  As Ma l co l m H. Kerr r i g h t l y  n o t e d ,  " R i d a ' s  p o s i t i o n  
under d i f f e r e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  changed  "from l i b e r a l  
r e f o r m e r ,  t o  r a d i c a l  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  t o  o r t h o d o x
f. h
c o n s e r v a t i v e . "  The major  argument  p r o p os e d  by Ri da  was  
t h a t  Mus l ims  must  e xami ne  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  government  
in or d e r  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  " t r u e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  f a i t h , "  in
65o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e a s o n  why t h e y  became c o r r u p t .
In sum, R i d a ' s  l a c k  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  in i jmac ( c o n s e n s u s )  and 
h i s  b e l i e f  in a j u s t  d e s p o t  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  a l - A f g h a n i  and 
Abd u h ' s  i d e a s .  The o n l y  new c o n c e p t  he i n t r o d u c e d  was " t h e  
I s l a m i c  P r o g r e s s i v e  P a r t y "  w h i ch  he v i e we d  as  t h e  " r e a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  umma." The members b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h i s
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p a r t y ,  he e x p l a i n e d ,  " c o u l d  no t  come from t h e  Mus l im n a t i o n s
under f o r e i g n  r u l e ,  nor from t h e  a n c i e n t  s e a t s  o f  I . s lamic
66l e a r n i n g  nor from t h e  W e s t e r n i z e r s ."
The f undament a l  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  s t ems  from t h i s  v i e w  o f  
t h e  major  e f f o r t s  t o  re f o r m I s l a m  i s  t h a t  a l l  o f  them 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  prob l ems  e x p e r i e n c e d  by I s l a m i c  n a t i o n  s t a t e s  
w i t h o u t  f i n d i n g  a c c e p t a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s . The 
i d e a  o f  P a n - I s l a m i s m  p r o p o s e d  by a l - A f g h a n i  i s  i ndeed  
u n r e a l i s t i c ;  i t  c a n n o t  be a c h i e v e d  in a w o r l d  where  
n a t i o n a l i s m  d o m i n a t e s  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c e n e  and remai ns  
t h e  f o r e m o s t  i s s u e  in d e v e l o p m e n t .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a l -  
A f g h a n i  ' s  a dv o c a c y  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in o rd e r  t o  
promote  P a n - I s l a m i s m  i s  c o n t r a d i c t o r y .
Ral ph  B r a i b a n t i  d e p i c t e d  an i n t e r e s t i n g  s e t  o f  " s e l f ­
c o r r e c t i v e  c y c l e s "  in t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  r e f or m I s l a m .  He 
e x p l a i n e d  how " S u f i s m  s t i m u l a t e d  a r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
e x c e s s i v e  l e g a l i s m ,  Wahhabism was d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t he
e n c r u s t a t i o n s  o f  Ottoman p r a c t i c e s  and e x c e s s i v e  S u f i  
67a s c e t i s m . "  In t h e  same v e i n ,  A t a t u r k ' s  s e c u l a r  i sm was a
r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a l - A f g h a n i ' s  P a n - I s l a m i s m  and h i s
f o l l o w e r s .  The common e l e m e n t  t h a t  u n i t e s  t h e  S u f i s ,
Wa h h a b i s ,  a l - A f g h a n i ,  Abduh,  and o t h e r s  i s  t h a t :  " t he y
a p p e a l e d  w i t h  an e a r n e s t  s e n s e  o f  c o n c r e t e  p u r p o s e  and w i t h
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r a c t i c a l  o p t i m i s m ,  f o r  t h e  a d a p t a t i o n  o f
l e g a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  f i t  an
68i d e n t i f i a b l e  I s l a m i c  mol d .
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I s l a m  and t h e  S t a t e :  C o n t i n u i n g  C r i s i s
A b r i e f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r t h o d o x  c o n c e p t  o f  t he  
s t a t e  in t h e  I s l a m i c  t r a d i t i o n  and i t s  r e l e v a n c e  f o r  the  
c o n t emp o r a r y  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  b e f o r e  
e x p l o r i n g  t h e  c o n t e m p or a r y  c r i s i s  f a c e d  by I s l a m .  The s t a t e  
i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  in c l a s s i c a l  I s l a m  as  t h e  "k h i l a f a " in t he  
Sunni  t r a d i t i o n  or t h e  "Imamate" in S h i ' i s m .  The f u n c t i o n  
o f  t h i s  body i s  t o  p r o t e c t  e v e r y  member o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  
community in t erms  o f  l i f e  and p r o p e r t y .  The S h a r i c a 
p r e s c r i b e s  t h a t  t h e  C a l i p h  i s  no t  o n l y  t h e  t empora l  r u l e r  of  
t h e  s t a t e  but  a l s o  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  g u i d e .  The C a l i p h  in t h i s  
c o n t e x t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a number o f  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  f u n c t i o n s ,  such as  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  
of  t a x a t i o n ,  and t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e  under I s l a m i c  
l aw.
The s u c c e s s i v e  c r i s e s  f a c i n g  I s l a m  have  had a m u l t i t u d e
o f  s o u r c e s .  The r o o t s  emanate  p r i n c i p a l l y  from t h r e a t s  t h a t
e x i s t  w i t h i n  I s l a m  i t s e l f .  The s e  t h r e a t s  i n t e n s i f i e d  under
t h e  Ottoman Empire in t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  when t h e
Turks  " l e t  comme r c i a l  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  e mp i r e  p a s s  a l m o s t
by d e f a u l t  i n t o  t h e  e a g e r  hands o f  i t s  non-Mus l i m
mi nor i t i e s - - G r  e e k s , A rme n i a n s ,  C o p t s ,  Clews and t h e i r
69European p a r t n e r s . "  B e f o r e  t h i s  e r a  o f  e c o n o m i c  and 
p o l i t i c a l  d e c l i n e ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i m p e t u s ,  wh i ch  d ro v e  
b e l i e v e r s  toward t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  s t r a t e g i c  a r e a s  o f  t he  
g l o b e ,  I s l a m  w i t n e s s e d  an e c l i p s e  in t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s p h e r e
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toward t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  Mi d d l e  A g e s .  As Erwin I .  J .
R o s e n t h a l  e x p l a i n e d :
The h e a r t  o f  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  I s l a m ,  a s  o f  
r e l i g i o n  e v e r y w h e r e ,  l i e s  in t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
f a i t h  or in a weakened f a i t h  due t o  t h e  
c h a l l e n g e  o f  modern,  and p r e d o m i n a n t l y  
p o l i t i c a l ,  i d e o l o g i e s .  The s e c u r i t y  o f  t o t a l  
m e d i e v a l  f a i t h  has  g o n e ,  and t h e  
u n q u e s t i o n i n g  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  r e l i g i o n ,  a s  t o  a 
m a s t e r  demanding and r e c e i v i n g  w h o l e h e a r t e d  
o b e d i e n c e ,  has  g i v e n  way t o  doubt  and 
u n c e r t a i n t y .
The i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and t he  gr owt h  o f  a p p l i e d  
s c i e n c e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  I s l a m i c  c r i s i s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
s e r v e d  o n l y  a s m a l l  number o f  European n a t i o n s  and l a t e r  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  major  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  in 
p o v e r t y  and b a c k w a r d n e s . .  I n d e e d ,  " f o r  t h e  Mus l i m o f  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i t  was not  s i m p l y  t h a t  t h e  Mus l im w o r l d  
was f a r  b e h i n d  Europe  in s c i e n t i f i c  a d v a n c e ,  but  t h a t  i t  was  
an o l d  t u t o r  b e t t e r e d ,  i nde e d  h u m i l i a t e d  by an e a r l y  
pup i 1 . *
A n o t h e r  major  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  I s l a m  was
an o u t g r o w t h  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  Dur i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h
c e n t u r y ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  European powers  was
i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m .  T h e s e  g r o ups
d i v e r t e d  and d i l u t e d  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e
72umma, t h e  u n i v e r s a l  I s l a m i c  communi ty  o f  b e l i e v e r s . "  The  
c o n c e p t  t h a t  d o mi n a t ed  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  s t r u g g l e  f o r  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  was t h a t  o f  a l - w a t a n  ( f a t h e r l a n d ) .
The 1970s  w i t n e s s e d  an i n t e r e s t i n g  s p i r i t u a l  " r e v i v a l "  
and an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  e mbr a c i ng  o f  t r a d i t i o n  in t h e  Mus l im
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w o r l d ,  a s  w e l l  as  in t h e  C h r i s t i a n  or 3 e w i s h  c o u n t r i e s .
T h i s  r e v i v a l  i s  a new a t t e m p t  t o  s o l v e  t h e  I s l a m i c  c r i s i s .  
The r e c e n t  " r e s u r g e n c e "  o f  s p i r i t u a l l y  g u i d e d  movements  i s  a 
n a t u r a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  e v e n t s  in t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w o r l d .  Th e s e  
i n c l u d e  " t h e  d i s o r i e n t a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n om i c  and s o c i a l  
impact  o f  W e s t e r n  and S o v i e t  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e s  o f  
' p r e s s u r e  c o o k e r '  e c o n om i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  
s t r u g g l e s  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e  A r a b - I s r a e l i  c o n f l i c t  . . .
and t h e  o n g o i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  Arab s p h e r e
73and in  t h e  l a r g e r  I s l a m i c  c o n t e x t . "
P i p e s  has  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h r e e  a p p r o a c h e s  in a t t e m p t s  to  
s o l v e  t h e  prob l ems  f a c i n g  I s l a m i c  n a t i o n  s t a t e s  t o d a y .
F i r s t ,  he e x p l a i n e d ,  t h e r e  i s  " g o ve r n me n t a l  I s l a m , "  whi ch  
l e g i t i m i z e s  p o l i c i e s  d e c i d e d  by p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s .  For  
i n s t a n c e ,  Anwar a l - S a d a t  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  I s l a m i c  
g o v e r n m e n t s  g a v e  "an I s l a m i c  hue" t o  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e i r  major  
a c t i v i t i e s  and p o l i c i e s .  S adat  d e c l a r e d  war a g a i n s t  I s r a e l ,  
and r e s t o r e d  p e a c e  w i t h  t h e  same n a t i o n ,  in  t h e  name o f  
I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  Ki ng  Hassan  II  o f  Morocco
o r g a n i z e d  t h e  " g r e e n  march" t o  t h e  W e s t e r n  Sahar a  in
74november 1975 in t h e  name o f  I s l a m .
The s e c o n d  a pp r o a c h  i d e n t i f i e d  by P i p e s  c o n s i s t s  o f  
" n e o - o r t h o d o x  movements" ( i . e .  Wahhabism in Saudi  A r a b i a ,  
Mus l i m B r o t h e r h o o d  in Egypt  and o t h e r  I s l a m i c  c o u n t r i e s ,  and 
Muammar a l - G h a d d a f i  in L i b y a ) .  T h e s e  a d v o c a t e  a r e t u r n  t o  
pure  I s l a m  and a t t e m p t  to  make I s l a m  a way o f  l i f e  "by
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s t r e n g t h e n i n g  i t s  h o l d  ov e r  s o c i e t y . "  The t h i r d  a t t e m p t
t o  s o l v e  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  modern I s l a m  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e
" a u t o n o m i s t  movement , "  whos e  l e a d e r s  " t r y  g e n u i n e l y  t o  make
s o c i e t y  f o l l o w  I s l a m i c  w a y s . "  They d i r e c t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s
m a i n l y  whe r e  Mus l ims  l a c k  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  and s t r e n g t h  t o
76a c h i e v e  p o l i t i c a l  autonomy.
W h i l e  I s l a m  i s  a t o t a l  c r e e d  in t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  
e n c o m p a s s e s  e v e r y  s p h e r e  o f  human l i f e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  
o f f e r s  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  s t a t e - m o s q u e  r e l a t i o n s .  The  
f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r s  w i l l  f o c u s  upon four  mo d e l s  o f  Sunni  
I s l a m i c  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s y s t e m s .  The E g y p t i a n  model  o f  
s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n  b e t we e n  s t a t e  and mosque ,  Saudi  A r a b i a ' s  
" t r a d i t i o n a l  I s l a m , "  t h e  T u r k i s h  model  o f  " s e c u l a r i s m " ,  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c a s e  o f  T u n i s i a ,  t h e  model  o f  " a u t h e n t i c "
I s lam.
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Chapt er  I I I  
"SYMBIOTIC" OR "PARALLEL" ISLAM IN EGYPT 
Modern day Egypt  i s  f a c i n g  s e v e r a l  problems  in t he  e nonomi c ,  
s o c i a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a s .  As Hamied A s a r i  e x p l a i n e d ,  
" r e c e n t  media  r e p o r t s  and r e a s o n e d  a r t i c l e s  c o nv ey  t he  
i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  Egypt  i s  on t h e  b r i n k  o f  a t e r r i b l e  
u p h e a v a l . " *  T h i s  c r i s i s  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by numerous w o r k e r ' s  
s t r i k e s ,  r e l i g i o u s  e x t r e m i s t s '  s t r i f e ,  s t a l e m a t e  p ea c e  
p r o c e s s  w i t h  I s r a e l ,  t e n s i o n  w i t h  Arab s t a t e s ,  p o v e r t y ,
2
e c o n o mi c  s t a g n a t i o n ,  and an a g i t a t e d  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e .
Na di a  Ramsi s  Farah c o n d u c t e d  s e v e r a l  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h
E g y p t i a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e l e m e n t s  c o n s t r u e d
as  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  c r i s i s .  She c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  four  e l e m e n t s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n
o f  r e l i g i o u s  e x t r e m i s t  movements  in E g y p t .  T h e s e  a r e ,  " t he
e m e r g e n c e  o f  an i d e n t i t y  c r i s i s  a f t e r  t h e  1967 Arab - I s r a e l i
war;  t h e  u s e  o f  I s l a m  by t he  r u l i n g  e l i t e s  as  a l e g i t i m a t i o n
t o o l ;  t h e  l a c k  o f  democracy;  and i n c r e a s e d  e c o n o mi c
3
i n e q u i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e n t i e s . "
T h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  Chapt er  I I I  i s  not  an a t t e m p t  t o  
e x p l a i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  c r i s i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  by t h e  E g y p t i a n  
n a t i o n ,  but  i t  w i l l  e x p l o r e  t h e  p a r a l l e l  model  o f  
d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  s u r v i v e d  in Egypt  d e s p i t e  t h e  c r i s e s .  I t  
i s  i mpor t ant  t o  n o t e  a t  t he  o u t s e t  t h a t  t he  E g y p t i a n  model  
o f  s t a t e - m o s q u e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
" s y m b i o t i c "  d e v e l o p m e n t .  S i n c e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  of
69
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1952 ,  t h e  m o d e r n i z i n g  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  o f  Egypt  have  not  
f o l l o w e d  a r i g i d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e p a r a t i o n  be t we e n  mosque and 
s t a t e ,  such as  t h e  one  ado p t ed  by A t a t u r k  in Tu r k e y .
I n s t e a d ,  E g y p t i a n  l e a d e r s  a p p l i e d  a m i l d e r  form o f  
s e c u l a r i s m ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  i m p i n g i n g  by t he  
government  upon a r e a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  
do mi n a t e d  by r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Gamal Abd a l - N a s s e r  and 
h i s  f o l l o w e r s  w er e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  o p e r a t e  a "dual "  s y s t e m  
w h i c h  t y p i f i e d  a p o l i c y  o f  c o e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  E g y p t .  The p ur p o se  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  t o  
e x p l o r e  t h i s  u n i q u e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be t ween  t h e  s t a t e  and t he  
I s l a m i c  a u t h o r i t i e s  in modern E g y p t .
The I s l a m i c  T r a d i t i o n  in Egypt
The r e l a t i o n s h i p  be t ween  tempora l  and s p i r i t u a l  powers
in Egypt  i s  by no means new; i t s  r o o t s  a r e  embedded in t he
P h a r a o n i c  c i v i l i z a t i o n  where  t h e  Pha r a o s  assumed t h e
f u n c t i o n  o f  k i n g s  and g o d s .  As 3 .  A.  W i l s o n  p o i n t e d  o u t ,
d u r i n g  t h e  d y n a s t y  o f  t h e  P h a r a o s ,  " t h e  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l
e s s e n t i a l  was t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  Egypt  was owned and r u l e d
by a g o d ,  who a s s u r e d  t h e  land o f  d i v i n e  b l e s s i n g s  and whose
a
k n o w l e d g e ,  power and o v e r s i g h t  were  c o m p l e t e  and a b s o l u t e . "
The i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  Egypt  i n t o  t h e  Arab Empire  and i t s  
c o n v e r s i o n  t o  I s l a m  began in 641 A.D.  D u r in g  t h e  e a r l y  
y e a r s  o f  A r a b o - I s i a m i c  r u l e ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  a do pt ed  a 
l i b e r a l  p o l i c y  t owar ds  r e l i g i o u s  w o r s h i p .  As l a t e  as  725
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A . D . , 98 per c e n t  o f  t he  E g y p t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  remai ned  
C h r i s t i a n .  Wi th  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Q a i s  and Kaz t r i b e s  
from A r a b i a ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  E g y p t ' s  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  t h e  
I s l a m i c  f a i t h  was a c c e l e r a t e d . ^
Under t h e  Arab r u l e ,  Egypt  was f i r s t  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  
Omayyad C a l i p h a t e  ( f r o m 661 t o  75 0 )  and t he n  by t h e  
A b b a s s i d s  ( f r o m  750 t o  1 2 5 8 ) . ^  The F a t i m i d  r u l e  o f  Egypt  
( 9 6 9 - 1 1 7 1 )  marked t h e  f l o u r i s h i n g  o f  I s l a m i c  c i v i l i z a t i o n  in 
Egypt  "which not  o n l y  s p e e d e d  and c o m p l e t e d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
I s l a m  in E g y p t ,  but  r e n d e r e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h e  mos t  p r o s p e r o u s
7
and i l l u s t r i o u s  c e n t e r  o f  I s l a m i c  c u l t u r e . "  E n t e r i n g  Egypt  
f rom Nort h  A f r i c a ,  t h e  F a t i m i d s  b u i l t  a new c a p i t a l  in C a i r o  
and f ounde d  t h e  mosque o f  a l - A z h a r ,  t he  o l d e s t  I s l a m i c  
l e a r n i n g  c e n t e r  in t h e  w o r l d .  The F a t i m i d s  w e r e  S h i ' i t e  
M u s l i m s ;  t h e y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  I s l a m i c  p a t t e r n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t a l  
c o n t r o l .  The C a l i p h  r u l e d  a s  t h e  t empora l  and s p i r i t u a l  
l e a d e r .  The s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  a bout  t h a t  p e r i o d  was t h e  
l a c k  o f  an o r d e r l y  c i v i l  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  domi nance  o f  
m i l i t a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The l a s t  F a t i m i d  r u l e r  was S a l a h  a l -  
Din a l - A y y u b i  ( S a l a d i n ) ,  who was a p p o i n t e d  in 1 1 6 9 .  S a l a d i n  
r e s t o r e d  t h e  Sunni  s e c t  o f  I s l a m  t o  E g y p t ,  a move h i g h l y  
we l c ome d  by t h e  E g y p t i a n  M u s l i m s .  M o re o v e r ,  in t h e  year  
1 1 7 4 ,  S a l a d i n  d e c l a r e d  Egypt  i n d e p e n d e n t  f rom t h e  A b b a s s i d s  
and c o n s o l i d a t e d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  in S y r i a ,
P a l e s t i n e ,  and Egypt  under t h e  banner  o f  t h e  Ayyub D y n a s t y .  
I t  i s  i mp o r t a n t  t o  n o t e ,  h o we v e r ,  t h a t  S a l a d i n  r e c o g n i z e d
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t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  A b b a s s i d  C a l i p h .
Arab d o m i n a t i o n  was i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h e  Ottoman'  
( T u r k i s h )  I s l a m i c  r u l e ,  whi ch  began t he  Mameluke p e r i o d  in 
15 1 7 .  Ot t t oman p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  was e x e r c i s e d  by t he  
Mameluke b e y s ,  who we r e  l a r g e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  
C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  The s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h a t  e r a  
was t h e  i n d i f f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  Mameluke government  t owards  t he  
backward c o n d i t i o n  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  6 j  1ama, j u d g e s ,  and t e a c h e r s )  assumed  
t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  As 
V a t i k i o t i s  e x p l a i n e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  Ottoman r u l e ,  " t h e  I s l a m i c  
framework w i t h  i t s  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n ,  o r d e r s  and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o p e r a t i n g  on t he  w h o l e  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  
t h e  S a c r e d  Law [ Shar _ i £a ] ,  a f f o r d e d  t h e  [ E g y p t i a n ]  an o r d e r e d  
and r e l a t i v e l y  c o n t e n t e d  e x i s t e n c e .
The s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  t r a d i t i o n  
in  E g y p t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  r u l e  o f  s u c c e s s i v e  Arab and Musl im  
d y n a s t i e s ,  was t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  I s l a m i c  b e l i e f s  in t he  
E g y p t i a n  s o c i e t y .  On t h e  one hand,  t h e  r u r a l  s eg me n t s  o f  
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  m a i n l y  t h e  f e l  l ab  in who have  b e e n ,  and l a r g e l y  
r e m a i n ,  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  p r i m i t i v e  and u n e d u c a t e d  ( s o m e t i m e s  
h i g h l y  u n o r t h o d o x )  forms o f  I s l a m i c  w o r h i p .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  
t h e s e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  I s l a m  i n c l u d e d  t he  v e n e r a t i o n  o f  
s a i n t s ,  b e l i e f s  in s u p e r n a t  i o n a l  s p i r i t s  (*af ar i t ) ,  and
9
c o n c e r n  about  " t h e  e v i l  e y e . "
By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  urban r e g i o n s  have been t h e  p i v o t  o f
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more o r t h o d o x  and e d u c a t i o n a l l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  I s l a m i c  
b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  h i g h l y  l e a r n e d  
c l a s s  o f  t he  culama and t he  qadTs ( j u d g e s  in t h e  Shar i c a 
c o u r t s ) .  The culama r e g u l a t e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
and s t r o n g l y  opp ose d  We s t e r n  i d e a s .
The common e l e m e n t  u n i t i n g  t he  urban and r u r a l  
r e l i g i o u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  E g y p t i a n  s o c i e t y  was t h e i r  common 
a d h e r e n c e  to  S u f i s  p r a c t i c e s ,  namely  t h e  turuq ( p a t h s ) ,  
w h i c h  e ngage d  in s e v e r a l  c h a r i t a b l e  f u n c t i o n s  ( i . e .  b u i l d i n g  
s c h o o l s  and h o s p i t a l s  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  v o l u n t a r y  
i n s t  i t u t  i o n s ) .
The h i g h  l e v e l  o f  c u l t u r e  and i n f l u e n c e  a c h i e v e d  
by t he  F a t i m i d s  d e c l i n e d  under t h e  l a t e r  r u l e  o f  t h e  
Mamelukes  and t h e  Ot t om a n s .  Fre nc h  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  Egpyt  
( 1 7 9 8 - 1 8 0 1 ) ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t he  B r i t i s h  
c o l o n i z e r s  in 188 2 ,  i n i t i a t e d  E g y p t ' s  c o l o n i a l  dependency  
upon t h e  West  and c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  I s l a m i c  c u l t u r e .  For  
e x a m p l e ,  N a p o l e o n ' s  s h o r t - l i v e d  e x p e d i t i o n  opened t h e  door  
t o  E g y p t ' s  i n t e r e s t  in We s te r n  s c i e n c e s ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,  
m e d i c i n e ,  and c i v i l i z a t i o n .
N a t i o n a l i s t  Movement and I s l a m i c  C o n t r i b u t i o n  
The n a t i o n a l i s t  movement emerged w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  
t h e  Wafd a l - m i s r i  ( " E g y p t i a n  d e l e g a t i o n " )  P a r t y ,  whi ch was 
t h e  most  i n f l u e n t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  
a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  E g y p t .  The Wafd,  f ounded by Saad Za gh l o u l  in
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1918 ,  s o u g ht  t o  a c h i e v e  E g y p t i a n  i n d e p e n d e n c e  from B r i t i s h  
r u l e .  The p a r t y ' s  a b i l i t y  in p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
m o b i l i z a t i o n  on a c o u n t r y - w i d e  b a s i s - - i n  c a r r y i n g  out  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  and propaganda  a c t i v i t i e s - - m e n a c e d  c o n t i n u e d  
B r i t i s h  c o n t r o l  o f  E g y p t .  The a t mo s ph er e  o f  u n r e s t  s t i r r e d  
by t h e  Wa f d i s h  n a t i o n a l i s t s  l e d  t o  t he  d i s p a t c h  o f  t h e  
"Mi lner  c o mmi ss i on"  in 1920 t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  W a f d i s t  
a c t i v i t i e s .  The M i l n e r  r e p o r t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Wafd as  a 
"re mar kab l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n , "  w h i c h  under t he  p op u l ar  and 
c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Saad Z a g h l o u l  Pas ha  has h e l d  an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  s t r o n g  a n t i - B r i t i s h  s e n t i m e n t  t h a t  has t o  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  w i t h  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n . * * *
The Wafd c o n s i s t e d  o f  "an amalgam o f  n a t i o n a l i s t
g r o u p s , :  whose  members were  i n c l i n e d  t o  r e p u b l i c a n i s m .
D e s p i t e  i t s  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  m a s s e s ,  t h e  Wa f d ' s  l e a d e r s h i p
" r e p r e s e n t e d  an upper c l a s s  w hi ch  had t ak e n  t he  p l a c e  o f  t he
f ormer T u r k i s h  a r i s t o c r a c y . " * *  Saad Z a g h l o u l  d i d  not
s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  p op ul a r  a g i t a t i o n  t h a t  s o u g ht  t o  a c h i e v e
s o c i a l  r e f o r m s .  For e x a mp l e ,  when urban f a c t o r y  w o r k e r s
d e m o n s t r a t e d  in 1923 a g a i n s t  work c o n d i t i o n s ,  Z a g h l o u l
12f a v o r e d  r e p r e s s i v e  m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t  t he  movement .
The Waf d ' s  n a t i o n a l i s t  i n f l u e n c e  l e d  t o  t h e  u n i l a t e r a l  
d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  E g y p t i a n  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and t h e  p r o m u l g a t i o n  of  
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of  1923 .  The n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  January  
1924 g av e  t h e  Wafd p a r t y  an o v e r w h e l mi n g  v i c t o r y  o f  90 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s e a t s  in t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  and Z a g h l o u l  became
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Prime M i n i s t e r .  A f t e r  Z a g h l o u l ' s  d e a t h  in 19 2 7 ,  t he  
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  Wafd p a r t y  p a s s e d  t o  Mustapha Nahhas  
P a s h a . 13
B e f o r e  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  Wa f d ' s  i d e o l o g i c a l  i n c l i n a t i o n s
c o n c e r n i n g  m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  impact  o f  I s l a m i c
r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  and i d e a s  upon t h e  E g y p t i a n
n a t i o n a l i s t  movement d u r i n g  t h e  e r a  o f  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s m
must  be n o t e d .  S i n c e  t h e  v i e ws  o f  t h e  Moslem B r o t h e r h o o d
have  a l r e a d y  been  examined  ( C ha p t er  I I ) ,  i t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o
e m p h a s i z e  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  B r o t h e r h o o d  a p p e a l e d  no t  o n l y  t o  t he
r u r a l  s e c t o r ,  whe re  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was b o r n ,  but  a l s o  t o
t h e  e d u c a t e d  m i d d l e  c l a s s  and t o  n a t i o n a l l y  i n f l u e n t i a l
1 Up o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  in t h e  1920s  and 1 9 3 0 s .
The B r o t h e r h o o d  v e h e m e n t l y  oppose d  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r e s e n c e  
and c o n s i d e r e d  We s t e r n  p e n e t r a t i o n  as  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  
E g y p t i a n  community and t o  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  I s l a m i c  c u l t u r e .
In t erms o f  i t s  i d e o l o g y  and p u r p o s e ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s m  o f  t h e  
B r o t h e r h o o d  w a s - - u n l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  W a f d - - n o n - W e s t e r n .  To 
t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  m i n d s ,  p a t r i o t i s m  a t t a i n e d  " t h e  s t a t u s  o f  
s a c r e d n e s s . " 1-3 In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t  was e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  
n o t i o n  o f  j ihad ( h o l y  w a r ) ,  and c omp a r a b l e  t o  a r e l i g i o u s  
d u t y .  As Rudol ph P e t e r s  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  " t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  j ihad  
o f f e r e d  t he  most  a p p r o p r i a t e  i d e o l o g y  f o r  m o b i l i z i n g  
p e o p l e " . 1  ̂ The j ihad was p r e a ch ed  by t h e  culama in E g y p t ,  as  
w e l l  a s  by t h e  B r o t h e r h o o d ,  who urged  t h e  E g y p t i a n  
p o p u l a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  army in i t s
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s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  " t h e  u n b e l i e v e r s . " * ^  In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  
p a t r i o t i s m  d e n o t e d
an u n q u a l i f i e d  commitment  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  
" n a t i o n "  ( w a t a n ) and s t r u g g l e  on i t s  b e h a l f .  
Not Egypt  as  s u c h ,  but  b e c a u s e  Egypt  i s  a 
Mus l i m l a n d .  P a t r i o t i s m  was s a c r e d  b e c a u s e  
i t  was in t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  f a i t h ,  
p a t r i o t i s m  f o r  Egypt  was a l l  t h e  more  
p o s s i b l e  and d e s i r a b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  E g y p t ' s  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  i mp o r t an t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
I s l a m . 18
Hasan a l - B a n n a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b e t we e n  two p r i n c i p a l  
c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  p a t r i o t i s m :  w a t a n i y y a , t h a t  i s ,  o n e ' s  
d e v o t i o n  t o  h i s  or her c o u n t r y ;  and qawmi yya , w hi ch  means  
d e v o t i o n  t o  o n e ' s  p e o p l e .  He m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  each  had 
d i v e r s e  q u a l i t i e s ,  o f  w hi ch  some a r e  in  a c c o r d  w i t h ,  w h i l e  
o t h e r s  c o n f l i c t  w i t h ,  I s l a m i c  p r i n c i p l e s .  As M i t c h e l l  
e x p l a  i n e d ,
I s l a m  . . . t e a c h e s  w a t a n i y y a  but  one  whi ch  
i s  c o n t i n g e n t  on r e l i g i o n  r a t h e r  than  
g e o g r a p h i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s ;  i t s  g o a l  i s  not  
o n l y ,  as  in E u r o p e ,  " t h e  p r o mo t i o n  o f  a 
c o u n t r y ' s  w e l l - b e i n g , "  but  a l s o  and p r i m a r i l y  
t h e  s p r e a d  o f . t h e  word o f  God a c r o s s  t h e  f a c e  
o f  t h e  e a r t h .
In c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  Moslem B r o t h e r h o o d ,  in g e n e r a l
t e r ms  t h e  Wafd p a r t y ' s  i d e o l o g y  was i n c l i n e d  towards
s e c u l a r i s m .  W a f d i s t  d e p u t i e s  and members o f  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t
s o u g h t  t o  e x t e n d  " t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s t a t e
20o v er  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t hr ough  l e g i s l a t i o n . "  For
i n s t a n c e ,  by 1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  W a f d i s t s  p r o p o s e d  c e r t a i n  re f or ms  
r e g a r d i n g  m a r r i a g e  and d i v o r c e  laws and c a l l e d  f o r  t he  
p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  b u r i a l  and
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21w i t h  v e n e r a t i o n  o f  s a i n t s .  Mo r e o v er ,  t h e  W a f d i s t
p a r l i a m e n t  o f  1927 pushed t hrough  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  r e p e a l  t h e
1925 law whi ch  had g r a n t e d  s e v e r a l  c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  t h e  u 1ama;
t h e  new law b r o u g h t  r e l i g i o u s  s c h o o l s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  under
t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  P r e d i c t a b l y ,  t he
u 1ama o f  a l - A z h a r  U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e  B r o t h e r h o o d  e x p r e s s e d
22t h e i r  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  such m e a s u r e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,
t h e  Wafd was o ppo se d  t o  t h e  p a l a c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  o f  Ki ng  Fouad and Ki ng  Fa r o uk ,  b e c a u s e  t he
monarchy  was c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s .
Wafd o p p o s i t i o n  a l s o  stemmed from "an i n h e r e n t  r e f l e x
a g a i n s t  t he  power o f  f o r e i g n e r s  in Egypt  [ t h e  K e d i v e  Ismael
D y n a s t y ]  and e m o t i o n a l l y  in d i r e c t  l i n e  w i t h  . . . t h e  cry
2 3o f  ' E g y p t  f o r  E g y p t i a n s . ' "
W a f d i s t  a t t i t u d e s  towards  t h e  Mus l im B r o t h e r h o o d  were
h i g h l y  d i v e r s e .  The l i b e r a l  wi ng  o f  t h e  Wafd r e g a r d e d  t he
o r g a n i z a t i o n  as  anathema,  b e c a u s e  i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  in t h e i r
e y e s  a p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  E g y p t .  For
t h e  r i g h t i s t  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  Wafd,  t h e  B r o t h e r h o o d
r e p r e s e n t e d  a u s e f u l  i n s t r u m e n t  t o  be u t i l i z e d  a g a i n s t  r i v a l
mo v e me nt s ,  s uch  as  communism. Many members o f  t h e  Wafd
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  Mus l i m B r o t h e r h o o d  a s o u r c e  o f  p o t e n t i a l
p o l i t i c a l  power t h a t  c o u l d  not  be i g no re d  b e c a u s e  o f  t he
s e r v i c e s  t h e  B r o t h e r h o o d  mi ght  re nde r  t o  " t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  and
u n a ba t e d  W a f d i s t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  p a l a c e  or f o r  t h e  t h r e a t
2 b
i t  woul d  p o s e  we r e  t h e  p a l a c e  t o  make u s e  o f  i t . "  For
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i n s t a n c e ,  in 1942 ,  Prime M i n i s t e r  Nahas Pasha  f o l l o w e d  t h e
r i g h t - w i n g  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  Wafd by f ormi ng  a t emporary
a l l i a n c e  w i t h  Hasan a l - B a n n a .  Nahas Pas ha  f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e
B r o t h e r h o od  woul d  o p p o se  and t h r e a t e n  t h e  A l l i e d  c a u s e
25d u r i n g  World War II  t h a t  he promi s ed  t o  s u p p o r t .  In
r e t u r n  f or  B r o t h e r h o o d  s u p p o r t ,  Nahas Pa s ha  i n t r o d u c e d
l e g i s l a t i o n  a g a i n s t  v i c e ,  a major  e l e m e n t  in t h e
B r o t h e r h o o d ' s  p la n  o f  s o c i a l  r e f o r m s .
The year  1945 marked a t u r n i n g  p o i n t  in t h e
B r o t h e r h o o d ' s  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y ,  when i t  r e v e r t e d  t o  an
i n d e p e n d e n t  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  bas e d  on t h e  n o t i o n  o f  j i h a d ,
c a l l i n g  f o r  u s e  o f  v i o l e n c e  and t e r r o r i s m  a g a i n s t  the
" c o l l a b o r a t o r s "  w i t h  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l  r u l e .  The B r o t h er h oo d
d e c l a r e d  i t s  e n mi t y  to  a l l  E g y p t i a n  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s - -
i n c l u d i n g  t he  Wa f d- -a nd  embarked on a wave o f  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s
2 6a g a i n s t  n a t i o n a l l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s .
The n a t i o n a l i s t  e r a  in E g y p t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p e r i o d  
b e t we e n  1890 t o  1914 ,  was thus  marked by a c o n f l i c t  w i t h i n  
E g y p t i a n  s o c i e t y  in i t s  r e a c t i o n  toward We s t e r n  i n f l u e n c e .  
T h i s  found e x p r e s s i o n  in a d i v e r s i t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
i d e o l o g i e s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  group i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t he  
P a n - I s l a m i s t  r e f o r m e r ,  Mohammad Abduh,  s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  t h e  
i s s u e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  re f or ms  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  
s p h e r e s  o f  E g y p t i a n  s o c i e t y .  As no t ed  in C ha pt er  I I ,  t h i s  
e f f o r t  f a i l e d  t o  c hange  o r t h o d o x  I s l a m i c  i d e a s  and p r a c t i c e s  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  The Musl im B r o t h e r h o o d ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,
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s o ug ht  t o  r e t u r n  to  r e v i v a l i s t  I s l a m i c  p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  
in o rder  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r e s e n c e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  
a n o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n - - c o n s i s t i n g  m a i n l y  o f  C h r i s t i a n  
S y r i a n s - - a d v o c a t e d  a p o l i c y  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t he  
c o l o n i z e r s  and t h e  W e s t ,  in o r d er  t o  l e a d  Egypt  a l o n g  t he
9 7
pa t h  o f  e c o no mi c  and p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  The most  
i n f l u e n t i a l  n a t i o n a l i s t  e f f o r t s - - c a r r i e d  out  by t h e  Waf d- -  
c o u l d  be i d e n t i f i e d  as  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  s e c u l a r .  I n de e d ,  i f  
Saad Z a g h l o u l  had become E g y p t ' s  l e a d e r ,  he woul d  most  
l i k e l y  have f o l l o w e d  t h e  s y m b i o t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  model  t h a t  
emerged a f t e r  1952 .  As d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  Waf d ' s  
members in g e n e r a l  a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  power o f  t he  
s t a t e  v i s - a - v i s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h i s  approach  
c o u l d  in  some me a s ur e  be j u s t i f i e d  by t h e  i n t e r - War  e r a  in  
w hi c h  t h e  Wafd e mer ged ,  whi ch  a l s o  w i t n e s s e d  A t a t u r k ' s  
s e c u l a r  re f or ms  in Tur ke y .  For t h e  most  p a r t ,  A t a t u r k ' s  
r e v o l u t i o n  was we lcomed by t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  in 
E g y p t . 28
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  P r o v i s i o n s  C o n c e r n i n g  
S t a t e - M o s q u e  R e l a t i o n s
The C o n s t i t u t i o n  in E g y p t ,  as  w e l l  as  in a l l  Arab and 
Musl im c o u n t r i e s ,  r e f l e c t s  W e s t e r n  i n f l u e n c e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
one comment a t or ,  c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  "have no p l a c e  in t he  
t r a d i t i o n s  o f  Arab s o c i e t i e s ,  n e i t h e r  t h e  p e o p l e  nor t h e  
p o l i t i c a n s  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  v a l u e  or u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  
p u r p o s e . "  In o t h e r  w or d s ,  t h e y  e x i s t  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e
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" t he y  p r o v i d e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e g i m e s  w i t h  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e s  o f
29o r d e r l i n e s s ,  m o d e r n i t y ,  and p e r h ap s  p r o g r e s s i v e n e s s ." In
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  g i v e  t h e  r e g i m e s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  b e i n g  
de moc r a t  i c .
The E g y p t i a n  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was d r a f t e d  in 1956 and 
p r o m u l g a t e d  in 196 4 .  The C h a r t e r  t h a t  p r e c e d e d  t he  
r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  document  d i d  not  r e f l e c t  e x t r e m i s t  and 
c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s  and p r i n c i p l e s .  "The 
r e v o l u t i o n  [ o f  1 9 5 2 ] , "  D a n i e l  C r e c e l i u s  e x p l a i n e d ,  " r e f u s e d  
t o  submi t  t o  t h e  v o c i f e r o u s  demands by t h e  ulama t o  have  t h e  
C h a r t e r  d e s i g n a t e  I s l a m  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e . "^0 The  
o n l y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  e t e r n a l  
s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s  d e r i v e d  from r e l i g i o n s  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  
g u i d i n g  man . . . .  In t h e i r  e s s e n c e  a l l  d i v i n e  m e s s a g e s  
c o n s t i t u t e d  human r e v o l u t i o n s  w h i c h  aimed a t  t h e  
r e i n s t a t e m e n t  o f  man' s  d i g n i t y  and h i s  h a p p i n e s s .  I t  i s  t h e  
prime dut y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t h i n k e r s ,  t h e n ,  t o  p r e s e r v e  f o r  each  
r e l i g i o n  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  i t s  d i v i n e  m e s s a g e . N a s s e r  and 
t h e  " f r e e  o f f i c e r s "  abandoned t h i s  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e .  The  
1964 c o n s t i t u t i o n  announced  t h e  r e g i m e ' s  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
I s l a m i c  f a i t h  and t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  A r a b i c  as  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
l a n g u a g e .
In t h e  same v e i n ,  t h e  1971 c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  d r a f t e d  by 
S a d a t ,  p r o c l a i m e d  I s l a m  as  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  o f  E g y p t .  
T h i s  document  added t h r e e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c l a u s e s  t o  t h e  1964  
d oc u me n t .  A r t i c l e  2 d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e
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I s l a m i c  s h a r i a  a r e  a major s o u r c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  and
A r t i c l e  9 e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y ,  w hi ch  forms t he  n u c l e u s
o f  s o c i e t y  " i s  b u i l t  on r e l i g i o n ,  m o r a l s ,  and p a t r i o t i s m . "
A r t i c l e  19 a f f i r m e d  t h a t  " r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a primary
32s u b j e c t  in t h e  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l u m . "
P r e s i d e n t  S adat  announced t h a t  t he  f r a m i n g  o f  t h i s  
"permanent  c o n s i t u t i o n :  r e f l e c t e d  E g y p t ' s  t r a d i t i o n s  and,
33a b ov e  a l l  e l s e ,  t h e  E g y p t i a n  p e o p l e ' s  " m i s s i o n  o f  f a i t h . "  
A l t h o u g h  i t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  9 9 . 9  p e r c e n t  o f  t he  
E g y p t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  " I s l a m i z e d  document" r a i s e d  h e a t e d  
d e b a t e  among i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  among 
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r o l e  t o  be p l a y e d  by t h e  Shar i c a 
in  E g y p t i a n  l i f e .  Some co mme nt at or s  on t h e  i s s u e  argued  
t h a t  " l e g i s l a t o r s  s h o u l d  o p e r a t e  s i m p l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  
s p i r i t , "  w h i l e  o t h e r s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  Shar i c a must  be 
" r i g i d l y  a d h e r e d  t o  a s  t h e  s o l e  m a t e r i a l  s o u r c e  o f
3*
l e g i s l a t i o n . "  S t e p h e n  R.  Humphreys i d e n t i f i e d  two i s s u e s
t h a t  do mi na t e d  t h e s e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d e b a t e s :
F i r s t ,  t h e  formal  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  Egypt  as  
a Mus l i m s t a t e ,  w h i c h  was o f  v i t a l  i mp o r t an c e  
t o  men o f  b o t h  F u n d a m e n t a l i 1s t  and M o d e r n i s t  
t e n d e n c i e s ,  c o u l d  n o t  d i s p l e a s e  S e c u l a r i s t  
c i r c l e s  in t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  i s  not  o n l y  
b e c a u s e  t h e s e  c i r c l e s  woul d  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  
I s l a m  was an e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  in t h e  
c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  o f  most  E g y p t i a n s ,  but  a l s o  
b e c a u s e  such an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  woul d  j u s t i f y  
t h e  s t a t e  in c o n t i n u i n g  i t s  l o n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  
p o l i c y  ( d a t i n g  from t h e  1 8 9 0 s )  o f  an e v e r  
c l o s e r  s u p e r v i s i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Musl im  
r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  As t o  t h e  shar i a ' s 
r o l e  in l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i t  i s  a moot p o i n t  
w h e t h e r  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  makers  we r e  s i n c e r e  
or h y p o c r i t i c a l  in t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  t h e y
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p r o p o s e d ,  but  t hrough  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  A r t .  1:2  
t h e y  c l e a r l y  d i d  a s s e r t  t h a t  i f  Egypt  was t o  
be an I s l a m i c  s t a t e ,  i t  woul d  a l s o  be a 
m o d e r n i s t  o n e .
T h e s e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  e x p r e s s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
I s l a m ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  in t h e  o f f i c i a l  
i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  g o ve r n me n t ,  remai ns  a f undamenta l  
e l e m e n t  in t h e  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  E g y p t .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  j u s t i f y  t h e  pa t h  f o l l o w e d  by 
E g y p t i a n  m o d e r n i z i n g  e l i t e s :  " s y m b i o t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t , "  whi ch  
a l l o w s  r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  f u n c t i o n  a c t i v e l y ,  but  
s e p a r a t e l y ,  in b u i l d i n g  modern E g y p t .
I s l a m  and M o d e r n i z a t j o i n  in E g y p t :
S t a t e - M o s q u e  R e l a t i o n s
The most  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  s t a t e - m o s q u e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  in Egypt  i s  t h a t  " r e l i g i o n  has f o r  m i l l e n i a  
l e g i t i m i z e d  t h e  s t a t e  and v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  r u l e r  o f  t he  
c o u n t r y  has  t r i e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  f i r m l y  w i t h i n  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  . . . . "36  T h i s  t r a d i t i o n  has dominated  
t h e  l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  E g y p t i a n  r u l e r s .  In f a c t ,  t h e  o n l y  
Pharoah "who abandoned t h e  s t a t e  r e l i g i o n  and in d o i n g  so  
b r o ug h t  a q u i c k  end t o  h i s  d y n a s t y , "  was Amenophis  IV (known 
a s  A k n a t o n ) . ^
In more r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e -  
mosque model  in E g y p t - - " s y m b i o t i c "  or " p a r a l l e l "  
d e v e l o p m e n t - - g o e s  back t o  t he  1920s  and 1 9 3 0 s ,  t h e  e r a  o f  
modern n a t i o n a l i s m ,  in whi ch  t h e  Wafd P a r t y  was t h e  most
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i n f l u e n t i a l  movement .  C h r i s t i a n  P.  H a r r i s  i d e n t i f i e d  four  
r a t h e r  d i s t i n c t i v e  v i e w p o i n t s  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  F i r s t ,  
t h e r e  were  t h e  " u l t a - c o n s e r v a t i v e s ," c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  o l d e r  
g e n e r a t i o n  of  t h e  Qilama who a d v o c a t e d  a d h e r e n c e  t o  r e f o r m i s t  
and o r t h o d o x  I s l a m i c  d o c t r i n e s  and a c t i v e l y  oppose d  a t t e m p t s  
a t  s e c u l a r i s m .  The s ec o nd  gr o u p ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  " mo de r n i s t  
r e f o r m e r s , "  a d v o c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  I s l a m i c  community c o u l d  adapt  
i t s e l f  t o  t h e  c o nt emp o r a r y  and s c i e n t i f i c  a g e .  T h i s  group  
was i n f l u e n c e d  by t he  e a r l i e r  re f or ms  o f  Mohammad Abduh.  I t  
s t r e s s e d  t h e  need t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e  i j t ihaTd- - t h a t  i s ,  t h e  
c o n t i n u a l  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  K o r a n - - i n  o r d er  f o r  Egypt  
t o  become a modern and W e s t e r n i z e d  s t a t e .
The t h i r d  ap p r o a c h  was e x e m p l i f i e d  by t h e  "Musl im
r e a c t i o n a r i e s " - - p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  Mus1 im B r o t h e r h o o d - - w h o ,  as
we have s e e n ,  r e j e c t e d  moderni sm and W e s t e r n i z a t i o n .  The
f o u r t h  group c o n s i s t e d  o f  " s e c u l a r i s t s . "  T h i s  group had
two b r a n c h e s :  r a d i c a l s ,  who " r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  w h o l e  Mus l im
c u l t u r e  and e t h o s ; "  and even  more i n f l u e n t i a l l y ,  t h e
s u p p o r t e r s  o f  a l a y  or s e c u l a r  s t a t e .  T h i s  l a s t  c a t e g o r y  of
s e c u l a r i s t s  come t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  p o l i t i c a l
a r e n a  in t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 s .  Most  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  1952
r e v o l u t i o n  ( s u c h  as  G e ne r a l  Nagui b  and Gamal abd a l - N a s s e r )
embraced t h i s  v i e w p o i n t .  They m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  r e l i g i o n
s h o u l d  be a m a t t e r  o f  p r i v a t e  c o n s c i e n c e ,  in o rd er  f o r  t h e
E g y p t i a n  s o c i e t y  t o  f o l l o w  a " h e a l t h y "  pa t h  of  
38d e v e l o p m e n t .
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The t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  a l s o  owed
much t o  t he  e a r l y  e xampl e  o f  Mohammad A1i  ( 1 8 0 5 - 1 8 4 9 ) ,  who
f o r c e d  open E g y p t ' s  door t owards  m o d e r n i t y  by "an a l i e n
39d y n a s t y  [ A l b a n i a n ]  o f  Westward l o o k i n g  r u l e r s . "  T h i s
m o d e r n i z i n g  a u t o c r a t  d e s t r o y e d  Mameluke p o l i t i c a l  power and
b r o u g h t  about  t h e  " s t e a d y  e r o s i o n  o f  t h e  cu 1ama1s p o l i t i c a l
power and i n f l u e n c e . " ^ ®  A 1 i ' s reg i me  a t t a c k e d  t h e  ^u1ama1s
i n f l u e n c e  upon t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  and d e p r i v e d
r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  r e v e n u e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  A1i
d e c r e e d  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of  s a l a r i e s  f o r  t h e  ^ 1ama, e x c e p t
f o r  t h o s e  a t  a l - A z h a r  U n i v e r s i t y .  Thus ,  h i s  r e i g n  w i t n e s s e d
a p e r i o d  o f  d e c a y  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y
41s c h o o l s ,  m o s q u e s ,  and d e r v i s h  o r d e r s .  A l t h o u g h  Mohammad 
A l i  and t h e  r u l e r s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  him d i d  no t  i n s t i t u t e  a 
s e c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  per s e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  t oo k  an 
i n d e p e n d e n t  c o u r s e  from I s l a m i c  a u t h o r i t i e s  in  E g y p t ,  t hus  
l a y i n g  t h e  b a s i c  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  " s y m b i o t i c  d e v e l opme n t "  
a f t e r  1952 .
The model  o f  " p a r a l l e l "  or " s y m b i o t i c "  r e l a t i o n s h i p
b e t we e n  s t a t e  and mosque was e x p l i c i t l y  a d o p t e d  d u r i n g  and
a f t e r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1952 ,  w hi c h  w a s ,  and r e ma i ne d ,
f u n d a m e n t a l l y  s e c u l a r .  G e n e r a l  Muhammad N a g u i b ,  f i r s t
P r e s i d e n t  o f  E g y p t ,  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t h e
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s  when he s t a t e d :
W h i l e  s y m p a t h i z i n g  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  a p p l y  
t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  Mohammad [ t h e  p r o p h e t ]  t o  
modern l i f e ,  [we a r e ]  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t o  do so  
b l i n d l y  woul d  s p e l l  d i s a s t e r .  The r e b i r t h  o f
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E g y p t ,  in our o p i n i o n ,  d e pends  on t h e  
c o n t i n u e d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  i t s  s o c i a l ,  
p o l i t i c a l ,  and e c o n om i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  . . . . 
T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  in t h e  Koran t h a t  c a l l s  f o r  
t h e o c r a t i c  g o v e r n me n t ;  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  
P r o p h e t  was in f a v o r  o f  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r u l e  . 
. . .  I t  i s  t h u s  not  p e r m i s s i b l e  but  
d e s i r a b l e  f or  a c o s m o p o l i t a n  c o u n t r y  l i k e  
Egypt  to  be g o v e r n e d  by means o f  a s e c u l a r  
r e p u b l i c . ^ 2
Thus ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1952 r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  major and 
u l t i m a t e  break  in Egypt  w i t h  t h e  P h a r a o n i c  and Ottoman  
t r a d i t i o n s .
Under t h e  government  t h a t  came i n t o  power in 1952,  
s t a t e - m o s q u e  r e l a t i o n s  c o u l d  be exami ned in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
s e v e r a l  major  a r e a s  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  such as  t he  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  t h e  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  women 
in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e a ,  and t h e  l i k e .  The f o c u s  in t h i s  
s e c t i o n  w i l l  be p l a c e d  on s t a t e - m o s q u e  r e l a t i o n s  in 
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e .
P o l i t i c a l  S p he r e
In The P h i l o s o p h y  o f  R e v o l u t i o n , N a s s e r  i d e n t i f i e d  
t h r e e  c i r c l e s  t o  w h i ch  t h e  E g y p t i a n  n a t i o n  b e l o n g s .  He 
s t a t e d :
The f i r s t  c i r c l e  in  wh i ch  we must  r e v o l v e  and 
a t t e m p t  t o  move in as  much as  we p o s s i b l y  can  
. . . i s  t h e  Arab c i r c l e  . . . .  [The s ec o nd  
c i r c l e ]  i s  t h e  C o n t i n e n t  o f  A f r i c a  . . . .
The t h i r d  c i r c l e  now re mai ns  t h e  c i r c l e  t h a t  
g o e s  beyond c o n t i n e n t s  and o c e a n s  and t o  
w h i c h  I r e f e r r e d  as  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  our  
b r e t h r e n  in f a i t h  who t u r n  w i t h  u s ,  w h a t e v e r  
p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t h e y  a r e  i n ,  t o w a r d s  t h e  
same k i b l a ,  in Mec ca ,  and w ho s e  p i o u s  l i p s
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4 3w h i s p e r  r e v e r e n t l y  t h e  same p r a y e r s .
By p l a c i n g  t h e  I s l a m i c  c i r c l e  in t h e  l a s t  p o s i t i o n ,
N a s s e r  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  i mp o r t a n c e  he a t t a c h e d  t o  Pan- Arab i s m,
a s  d i s t i n c t  from P a n - I s l a m i s m .  T h i s  a s p e c t  o f  N a s s e r i s m  can
be i l l u s t r a t e d  by N a s s e r ' s  v i g o r o u s  r e a c t i o n  t owards  Ki ng
F a i s a l  o f  Saudi  A r a b i a ' s  p r o p o s a l  in 1966 t o  form an
" I s l a m i c  c o n f e r e n c e "  in Mecca ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  l e a d e r s  o f
Mus l i m n a t i o n s .  N a s s e r  o p e n l y  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l
was  an a t t e m p t  t o  form a c o n s e r v a t i v e  c o a l i t i o n  whi ch  woul d
l e a d  t o  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e g i m e s  l i k e  t he
tiu
U n i t e d  Arab R e p u b l i c  ( E g y p t ) .  In t h i s  c o n t e x t  o f  e v e n t s ,
N a s s e r  d e f i n e d  t h e  r e a l  I s l a m i c  u n i t y  as
t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  p e o p l e s  
s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  not  t h e  
s o l i d a r i t y  b e t we e n  r e a c t i o n a r y  go v e r n me n t s  
w hi c h  a r e  i m p e r i a l i s t  a g e n t s  e x p l o i t i n g  and 
f a l s i f y i n g  I s l a m ;  r e a c t i o n a r y  g o ve r n me n t s  
t h a t  want  t o  s t o p  t h e  march o f  h i s t o r y  and  
t h e  march o f  p r o g r e s s .
I t  must  be e m p h a s i z e d  h e r e  t h a t  N a s s e r ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  of
I s l a m  was " m o d e r n i s t i c "  and " r e f o r m i s t "  in  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t
a t t e m p t e d  t o  " f i t  I s l a m  t o  modern l i f e . " ^  I n d e e d ,  " t h i s
Mus l i m who was in p e r s o n a l  t o uc h  w i t h  God," Jean  L a c o u t u r e
e x p l a i n e d ,  "whom he saw as  a k i n d  o f  a r b i t e r  o f  good and o f
e v i l  r a t h e r  than  as  a d i v i n e  s u p e r v i s o r ,  d i d  a g r e a t  d e a l  t o
47s e c u l a r i z e  h i s  c o u n t r y . "
N a s s e r ' s  p o l i c i e s  toward t h a t  end i n c l u d e d  t he  
d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  Mus l im B r o t h e r h o o d  in 1954 ,  a f t e r  i t s  
a t t e m p t  t o  a s s a s s i n a t e  him; t h e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  waqf
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( r e l i g i o u s  endowments )  p r o p e r t y ;  t he  c l o s u r e  o f  many mosques
w hi ch  we r e  p l a c e d  under government  c o n t r o l ;  and t he
s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  of  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  In a d d i t i o n ,
N a s s er  a b o l i s h e d  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  c o u r t s  in 1955 ,  whi ch  were
t h e r e a f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t he  s e c u l a r  l e g a l  s y s t e m .  More
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  N a s s e r  br e a c h e d  " t he  l a s t  r e m a i n i n g  b a s t i o n  of
autonomous  c l e r i c a l  (and I s l a m i c )  power , "  a l - A z h a r
U n i v e r s i t y ,  by r e o r g a n i z i n g  i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  and
48a dd i n g  s e c u l a r  s u b j e c t s  t o  i t s  c u r r i c u l u m .
D e s p i t e  a l l  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  N a s s er  was u n a b l e  t o  go as
f a r  in a s e c u l a r  d i r e c t i o n  as  A t a t u r k  in Turkey or Habib
Bo ur g u i b a  in T u n i s i a .  Na s s er  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  a d m i r a t i o n  for
t h e  T u n i s i a n  e x p e r i m e n t  in s e c u l a r i s m  by s a y i n g :
I woul d  l i k e  t o  do what B o ur g ui b a  has done .  
But do not  f o r g e t  t h a t  t he  o b s t a c l e s  w hi ch  he  
had t o  overcome in T u n i s i a  w e r e  much l e s s  
s o l i d  than t h o s e  whi ch  I have  t o  c o n f r o n t  
h e r e ,  in t h e . h e a r t  of  I s l a m ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  g a t e  
o f  A l - A z h a r .
N a s s a r ' s  s u c c e s s o r ,  Anwar S a d a t ,  f o l l o w e d  a s e t  o f  
m i l d e r  p o l i c i e s  toward t he  r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  E g y p t .  
T h i s  does  not  mean t h a t  he s h a r e d  p o l i t i c a l  power w i t h  t he  
r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  e a r l i e r  model  
o f  s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was m a i n t a i n e d  and f u n c t i o n e d  as  
i t  d i d  under N a s s e r :  t h a t  i s ,  r e l i g i o n  was an i n s t i t u t i o n  
r e g u l a t e d  by t h e  s t a t e .  Sadat  f o l l o w e d  "a s t r a t e g y  o f  
s u r v i v a l "  a g a i n s t  h i s  o p p o n e n t s '  f r e q u e n t  c r i t i c i s m s ,  whi ch  
c e n t e r e d  upon I s l a m . ^
Sadat  s o ug ht  " t o  ma x i mi ze  h i s  l e g i t i m a c y "  more
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f r e q u e n t l y  than N a s s e r .  For i n s t a n c e ,  r e l y i n g  upon t h e  mass
m e d i a ,  he p u b l i c i z e d  h i s  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  mosque e v e r y  F r i d a y .
In o rd er  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  Sadat  i n c r e a s e d  f i n a n c i a l  a l l o c a t i o n s  t o  a l -
Azhar U n i v e r s i t y .  On t he  p o l i c y  l e v e l ,  Sadat  a l l o w e d  t h e
I s l a m i c  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ' s  major  spokesman t o  i n v e s t  in
b u s i n e s s  s u b s i d i z e d  by t h e  government  and in f i n a n c i a l
v e n t u r e s ,  " f i e f d o m s ,  whi ch  under  N a s s e r  w e r e  r e s e r v e d  f o r
s e c u l a r l y - i n c l i n e d  o f f i c e r s  and t e c h n o c r a t s . "  F u r t h e r m or e ,
t h e  c l a u s e s  added t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1971 c o n c e r n i n g
I s l a m  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  l e s s  s t r i n g e n t  p o l i c i e s  a do p t ed  by
Sadat  towards  t he  r e l i g i o u s  e l i t e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  January
1977 f ood  r i o t s  l e d  Sadat  t o  make c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  C o p t i c  and
Mus l i m r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  by d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  " r e l i g i o n  must  be
a b a s i c  and c o mp u l s or y  s u b j e c t  in [ E g y p t i a n ]  s c h o o l s .
S a d a t ' s  p o l i c i e s  toward t he  r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t
changed  somewhat a f t e r  t h e  Camp Dav i d  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  I s r a e l
in 197 9 ,  whi ch  b r o u g h t  about  a t t a c k s  from most  Mus l im
s t a t e s ,  as  w e l l  as  from Mus l i m F u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  in E g y p t .
R e m i n i s c e n t  o f  A t a t u r k ,  S ad a t  r e p l i e d  t o  t h e s e  a t t a c k s  w i t h
t h e  c a l l :  "no p o l i t i c s  in r e l i g i o n  and no r e l i g i o n  in
52
p o l i t i c s . "  In a d d i t i o n ,  S ad a t  u n d e r t o o k  r e p r e s s i v e  
m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t  i n d i v i d u a l s  and groups  who denounced  h i s  
p e a c e  i n i t i a t i v e  in t h e  name o f  r e l i g i o n .  S a d a t ' s  b i t t e r  
s t r u g g l e  w i t h  such o p p o n e n t s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  
a s s a s s i n a t i o n  in 1981 by t h e  I s l a m i c i s t  group a 1 - j ihad
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5 3( s a c r e d  c o m b a t ) .
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  and a r t i c l e s  about  Egpyt  
seem t o  f o c u s  on Hosni  Mubarak' s  e c o n om i c  r e f o r m s ,  namely  
t h e  i n f i t~ab p o l i c y  ( o p en  d o o r ) ,  w h i c h  began under t he  
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  S a d a t .  P r e s i d e n t  Mubarak seems t o  f o l l o w  t h e  
p a t t e r n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t he  r e v o l u t i o n  in k e e p i n g  t he  
r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  o p e r a t i n g  as  a p a r a l l e l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  In h i s  s p e e c h  t o  p a r l i a m e n t ,  he  
p l e d g e d  f i d e l i t y  t o  S a d a t ' s  p o l i c i e s .  Some c o m me n t a t o r s ,  
h o we v e r ,  a r g ue  t h a t  Mubarak' s  s t y l e  remi nds  t h e  E g y p t i a n  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  N a s s e r  more than S a d a t .
Under Mubarak ' s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  " s y m b i o t i c "
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  Sj 1ama and t h e  government  p e r s i s t e d .
To p r o t e c t  t h i s  o r d e r ,  Mubarak d e v e l o p e d  and c a r r i e d  out
e x t e n s i v e  r e p r e s s i v e  m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t  e x t r e m i s t  I s l a m i c i s t
g r o u p s ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  we r e  s e l e c t i v e  and
c a u t i o u s .  Mubarak r e l e a s e d  s e v e r a l  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l
o p p o s i t i o n  l e a d e r s ,  namely t h o s e  who d i d  not  p o s e  a t h r e a t
t o  h i s  r e g i m e .  Mubarak i n v i t e d  t h e s e  l e a d e r s  and o t h e r
o p p o s i t i o n  gr o u p s  i m p r i s o n e d  by S adat  t o  u n i f y  in o r d er  t o
c o n f r o n t  r e l i g i o u s  f a n a t i c i s m ,  w h i c h  p a r a l y z e d  Egypt  f o r
y e a r s . ^  Thus ,  Mubarak managed t o  a s s e r t  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  t o
c u l t i v a t e  " t h e  i l l u s i o n  t h a t  he was on t h e  s i d e  o f  a l l
g ro u p s  and c l a s s e s ,  w i t h  t he  e x c e p t i o n  o f  I s l a m i c  j ama ca~t
56( e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p s ) .
One o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  I s l a m  in
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Egypt  under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Mubarak o c c u r r e d  in 1984 when 
t h e  New Wafd p a r t y  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  i t s e l f  and formed an 
a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Mus l i m B r o t h e r h o o d .  T h i s  s t r a t e g y  s ou g ht  
t o  g a i n  more v o t e s  among t h e  r u r a l  i mmi gr ant s  and t he  urban
lower  m i d d l e  c l a s s  e l e c t o r a l  s t r a t a .  The new Wafd won
enough v o t e s  t o  form t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  in t h e  A s s e m b l y . ^  I t
i s  i mport ant  t o  n o t e  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  t h a t  a l l  t h e
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  g r o u p s  in t he  1984 e l e c t i o n  u phe ld  and 
co mmi t t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  Shar i ca . T h i s  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  
c l i m a t e  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  t he  " s y m b i o t i c "  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t we e n  t h e  t empora l  and t h e  s p i r i t u a l  in 
E g y p t .  Anot her  e x a mpl e  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h i s  r e a l i t y  i s  t he  
l i c e n s i n g  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  p a r t y ,  t h e  umma, w hi c h  p r o c l a i m e d  
t h e  Sunni  Shar i ca a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  i t s  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  
and c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m s .  T h i s  n o n - e x t r e m i s t  p a r t y  s u p p o r t s  
Mubar e k ' s  r e g i me  and l e g i t i m i z e s  i t s  p o l i c i e s .
Ernergi n g P a t t e r n s  o f  S t a t e - M o s q u e  
R e l a t i o n s  in Egypt
A f t e r  a s u r v e y  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t he
r e l a t i o n s  be t we e n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s
58in E g y p t ,  t h r e e  t e n d e n c i e s  can be i d e n t i f i e d .  F i r s t ,  t h e  
r e g i me  s u p p o r t s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  and in r e t u r n  
i t  r e c e i v e s  ( o r  e x p e c t s  t o  r e c e i v e )  t h e  " b l e s s i n g "  or 
l e g i t i m a c y  from t h e  ^ulama. S e c o n d ,  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t he  
government  s i n c e  1952 has emanated m a i n l y  from t h e  
r e v i v a l i s t  g r o u p s ,  n o t a b l y  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  Mus l i m B r o t h e r s .
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T h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  shows no s i g n  o f  d i s a p p e a r i n g .  The t h i r d  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t r e n d  i s  t h a t  as  f a r  as  can be d e t e r m i n e d  on t he  
b a s i s  o f  a v a i l a b l e  e v i d e n c e ,  m a j o r i t y  s e n t i m e n t  among t h e  
E g y p t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  approach  or 
model  o f  " p a r a l l e l "  d e v e l o p m e n t .
I s l a m  in Egypt  i s  not  s i m p l y  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ;
i t  i s  a l s o  " f a i t h  t h a t  p e r m e a t e s  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  and i t  i s
5 9f a i t h  whi ch  government  p r o p a g a t e s  and s u p p o r t s . "  The two 
s y s t e m s  o f  m o s q u e s ,  p r i v a t e  and s t a t e - o w n e d ,  a r e  
i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  " s y m b i o t i c "  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  be t ween  t he  
government  and r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  As one  s t ud y  n o t e s ,  
"much of  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  Mus l ims  [ i n  E g yp t ]  i s  s t i l l  
c e n t e r e d  around t h e  mosque ,  and r e l i g i o n  as  an i n s t i t u t i o n  
o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  i s  s t i l l  c e n t e r e d  on government  
a g e n c i e s . O n  t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e r e  a r e  mosques  o p e r a t e d  
by p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  or o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  w hi c h  remain under  
s t a t e  i n s p e c t i o n .
The g o v e r n m e n t ' s  c o n t r o l  over  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in 
g e n e r a l  s ou g ht  t o  a c h i e v e  two major  o b j e c t i v e s :  
m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a s s e s  in o r d e r  for  them t o  a c c e p t  t he  
r e v o l u t i o n ' s  i d e o l o g y - - A r a b  S o c i a l i s m ;  and popul ar  
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  r e g i m e ' s  i n t e r n a l  and f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s .
The p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  " I s l a m  remai ned t he  
w i d e s t  and most  e f f e c t i v e  b a s i s  f o r  c o n s e n s u s  d e s p i t e  a l l  
e f f o r t s  t o  promote  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  p a t r i o t i s m ,  s e c u l a r i s m  and 
s o c  i a 1 i s m . *
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I s l a m  has been  used  by t h e  government  as  a p r i n c i p a l
a g e n t  o f  l e g i t i m i z a t i o n .  T h i s  was a n e c e s s a r y  medium for
t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  N a s s e r  and f o r  S a d a t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  of
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of  p o l i t i c a l  power .  D a n i e l  P i p e s
c o n s i d e r e d  Egypt  t h e  prime e xamp l e  o f  "g o v e r nme nt a l  I s l am";
t h a t  i s ,  " t he  u s e  o f  I s l a m i c  symbol s  and i d e o l o g y  imposed
from above  by t h e  g o ve r n me n t ,  u s u a l l y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  p o l i c y
62w i t h o u t  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  p o l i c y . "
S e v e r a l  e x a mp l e s  h i g h l i g h t  t he  E g y p t i a n  l e a d e r s '  u s e  o f
r e l i g i o n  in g e n e r a l ,  and o f  I s l a m  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  t o  g a i n  t he
d e s i r e d  l e g i t i m a c y  and po pu l ar  a c c e p t a n c e  f or  go v e r n me n t a l
p o l i c i e s  and p r o g r a ms .  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f
sermons  p r e a c h e d  in t h e  mosques  on F r i d a y s ,  and in C o p t i c
c h u r c h e s  on S u n d ay s ,  a r e  s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f
R e l i g i o u s  A f f a i r s ,  w h i c h  o u t l i n e s  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  o f  argument
t o  be f o l l o w e d .  T o p i c s ,  such as  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t r o l ,  t he
P e a c e  T r e a t y  w i t h  I s r a e l ,  t h e  a t h e i s t  c h a r a c t e r  of
communism,  have  been  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  sermons  a l o n g  w i t h
63o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  s u b j e c t s .
A t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  F r i d a y  w o r s h i p  i s  a n o t h e r  common 
p r a c t i c e  o f  government  l e a d e r s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  d u r i n g  
n a t i o n a l  c r i s e s ,  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  N a s s a r  d e l i v e r e d  t he  
sermons  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p r e a c h e r .  Mo r e o v e r ,  t h e  government  
a s k s  t h e  u 1ama1s o p i n i o n  on l e g a l  m a t t e r s  and on a v a r i e t y  
o f  s u b j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g ,  l and r e f o r m s ,  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y ,  and many o t h e r  s o c i a l  i s s u e s . ^  In t h e  same v e i n
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Sadat  s u c c e e d e d  in g i v i n g  an I s l a m i c  c h a r a c t e r  t o  a l l  h i s  
p o l i c i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  making  p e a c e  w i t h  
I s r a e l . ^
Most  o f  t h e culama a re  oppos e d  t o  t h e  Mus l i m
B r o t h e r h o o d ,  g u i l d s ,  and o t h e r  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,
w hi c h  have  s e r v e d  as  c h a n n e l s  f o r  a m i n o r i t y  and p o t e n t i a l l y
d a n g e r o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  E g y p t i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y
g o v e r n m e n t .  From t h e  e v i d e n c e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  B r o t h e r h o o d
and e v e n  more f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  s p l i n t e r  g r o up s  do not  have
w i d e  p op ul a r  s u p p o r t . ^  For i n s t a n c e ,  u n l i k e  t h e
B r o t h e r h o o d ,  t h e culama of  a l - A z h a r  s u p p o r t e d  S a d a t ' s  p e a c e
i n i t i a t i v e s  and a r g u e d  t h a t  " t he  Koran p e r m i t s  t r e a t i e s  w i t h
i n f i d e l s  i f  t h e y  a r e  c o n c l u d e d  from a p o s i t i o n  o f  s t r e n g t h  .
. . . I s l a m  p r e a c h e s  p e a c e  t o  a l l  men o f  good w i l l . " ^
The d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  model  v i s - a - v i s
Turkey must  be e m p h a s i z e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  c o m m e n t a t o r s ,  t h e
s p i r i t  o f  t h e  1952 r e v o l u t i o n  e x p r e s s e d  by N a s s e r  and t h e
"Free  O f f i c e r s "  was not  " s e c u l a r i s m , "  as  t h a t  c o n c e p t  was
e x e m p l i f i e d  by A t a t u r k i s m .  M o r e o v e r ,  B e r g e r  a r g u ed  t h a t :
The m i l i t a n t  r e g i m e ' s  d e n i a l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
i n f l u e n c e  t o  t h e  ulama i s  n o t  s e c u l a r i s m ,  f o r  
( 1 )  t h i s  d e n i a l  e x t e n d s  t o  e v e r y  e l i t e  or 
p o p u l a r  body t h a t  mi g h t  r e d u c e  t h e  r e g i m e ' s  
t o t a l  sway,  and ( 2 )  t h e  ulama and r e l i g i o u s  
b o d i e s  a r e  d e n i e d  no t  o n l y  p o l i t i c a l  
i n f l u e n c e  but  e v e n  autonomy in r e l i g i o n  
i t s e l f .  S e c u l a r i s m  means s e p a r a t i o n  of  
c h u r c h  and s t a t e  and t h e  l a t t e r ' s  supremacy;  
i t  d o e s  not  c a l l  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o n t r o l  o f  
t h e  i n t i m a t e  d e t a i l s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h i n g  or  
h a r n e s s i n g  of  r e l i g i o n g t o  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  
government  o f  t h e  da y .
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Thus ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  modern E g y p t i a n  p o l i t i c a l  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e x p a n s i o n  i n t o  domains  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
and h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e g u l a t e d  by r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  has  
been  c a r r i e d  ou t  in t h e  name o f  r e l i g i o n j  in t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  
t h e  s t a t e  has  been  " t h e  p a t r o n  and m a s t e r  o f  r e l i g i o n "  in 
E g y p t .  I t  i s  i mp o r t an t  t o  n o t e  however  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t he  
E g y p t i a n  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c i e s  in c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
s p h e r e ,
Egypt  remai ns  an I s l a m i c  s t a t e ,  s e c u l a r  in 
p a r t ,  but  n e v e r t h e l e s s  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  one  
v i t a l  l i n k  t h a t  c o n n e c t s  s t a t e  and s o c i e t y  t o
God.  Even as  i t  c h a n g e s  t h e  [ Shar i ° a ] in a
d r a s t i c  manner and expands  t h e  s o u r c e s  from 
whi ch  l e g a l  p r i n c i p l e s  can be drawn,  i t  d o e s  
not  r e p u d i a t e  t h e  t h e o r e t  i c a l  pr i macy  o f  [ t h e  
Shar i ca ] and c o n t i n u e s  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  [ J^ e  
Shar i c a ]  p r i n c i p l e s  g o v e r n  t h e  [ umma] .
The E g y p t i a n  model  can be c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  t h e  model  
e x i s t i n g  in Saudi  A r a b i a ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by Wahhabi c o n t r o l  
o v e r  t h e  Saudi  s t a t e .  The f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r  w i l l  be d e v o t e d
t o  an e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  " p a r t n e r s h i p "  p a t t e r n  o f  mosque-
s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s .
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Chapt er  IV
PARTNERSHIP: MODEL FOR DEVELOPMENT IN SAUDI ARABIA
The u n i q u e n e s s  o f  Saudi  A r a b i a ' s  m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  
s t ems  in l a r g e  m e a s u r e  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  t h e  
c r a d l e  and t h e  v e r y  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n .  I f  
Egypt  e x e m p l i f i e s  s y m b i o s i s  be t we e n  r e l i g i o n  and t he  s t a t e ,  
Saudi  A r a b i a  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  model  o f  " f u s i o n "  or 
" p a r t n e r s h i p "  b e t we e n  t empora l  and s p i r i t u a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .
I t  i s  t h e  l and  o f  t h e  haj j and t h e  s i t e  o f  Mecca and Medi na ,  
t h e  two h o l i e s t  s h r i n e s  o f  I s l a m i c  f a i t h .  S i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  h o u s e  o f  Saud has  had s t r o n g  t i e s  
w i t h  t h e  p u r i t a n i c a l  Wahhabi s e c t  o f  Sunni  I s l a m ,  whi ch  
p e r v a s i v e l y  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  
s p h e r e s .  T h i s  d e e p l y  r o o t e d  I s l a m i c  t r a d i t i o n  i s  
e x e m p l i f i e d  by t h e  shahadah ( g r e a t  a f f i r m a t i o n )  e n g r a v e d  on 
t h e  f l a g  and by t h e  two swords  s y m b o l i z i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  Saudi  
A r a b i a  in p r o t e c t i n g  I s l a m .
Major H i s t o r i c a l  S t a t e s  
Down t o  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  Saudi  A r a b i a  was i s o l a t e d  in t he  
m i d s t  o f  d e s e r t s .  In 1937 ,  P h i l i p  K. K i t t i  w r o t e ,  "of  a l l  
l a n d s  c o mp a r a b l e  t o  A r a b i a  in s i z e ,  . . .  no c o u n t r y .  . . 
has  r e c e i v e d  so l i t t l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and s t u d y  in modern  
t i m e s  as  . . . A r a b i a . "  * The d i s c o v e r y  and e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  
o i l ,  in  1933 ,  was f o l l o w e d  by an i n t e n s e  and u n p r e c e d e n t e d
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We s t e r n  i n t e r e s t  in t h e  h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r e  and p o l i t i c a l
p r o c e s s e s  o f  Saudi  A r a b i a .
As e mp h a s i z e d  in Chapter  I I ,  d u r i n g  Mohammad's
l i f e t i m e ,  Mecca and Medina became t h e  c e n t e r s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c
r e l i g i o n .  A h i g h l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  p e r i o d  in Saudi  h i s t o r y  was
t h e  e r a  be t we e n  1745 and ISIS when Mohammad Ibn Saud,  t he
p r i n c e  o f  D i r i y a  in c e n t r a l  N e j d ,  j o i n e d  w i t h  ibn al -Wahhab
( 1 7 0 3 - 1 7 9 2 ) ,  in  o rd er  t o  u n i t e  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  and c o n f l i c t i n g
t r i b e s .  The Wahhabi s t  r e v i v a l i s t  movement was bas ed  on t he
c o n s e r v a t i v e  Ha n b a l i  s c h o o l  o f  Sunni  I s l a m .  An i mportant
p r i n c i p l e  advanced  by ibn al -Wahhab was t h a t  " a l l  o b j e c t s  o f
w o r s h i p  o t h e r  than A l l a h  a r e  f a l s e  and a l l  t h o s e  who w o r s h i p
2
them d e s e r v e  d e a t h . "  The Wahhabi s e c t  s t r e s s e d  a u s t e r i t y ,  
s t r i c t  m o r a l i t y ,  and an u n d e v i a t i n g  p r a c t i c e  o f  a l l  I s l a m i c  
p i l l a r s .  The Wahhabis  w e r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s o me t ime s  c a l l e d  t he
" p u r i t a n s  o f  I s l a m . "  They r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  as  " p e o p l e
3
o f  u n i t y . "
Wahhabism i n f l u e n c e d  a l l  s p h e r e s  o f  Saudi  l i f e :
s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  and p o l i t i c a l .  As C h r i s t i n e  Moss Helms
o b s e r v e d ,  "a l mo s t  from t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  [Wahhabism]  was g i v e n
s t r o n g e s t  s u pp or t  from t h e  a l - S a u d  whos e  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y
4w a s ,  in  t u r n ,  g i v e n  t h e  s a n c t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  v a l i d i t y . "
The two major i n f l u e n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  Wahhabi  
r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  t h e  Saudi  s y s t e m  in i t s  e a r l y  
d e v e l o p m e n t  was t h e i r  e x p l i c i t  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  h e r e d i t a r y  
r u l e  o f  t he  Saudi  r o y a l  f a m i l y ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r
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p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  b e l i e f  t h a t  a l l  men a r e  equa l  
w i t h i n  t he  umma or I s l a m i c  communi ty .  Ibn al -Wahhab  
e mp h a s i z e d  t h a t  "membership in t h e  umma t ook  p r e c e d e n c e  ove r  
any o t h e r  s o c i a l  b o n d s . T h i s  c o n c e p t  was us ed  as  an 
e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  t o o l  b e c a u s e  " i t  gave  c r e d e n c e  t o  t h e  
Saudi  p o l i c y  o f  e l i m i n a t i n g  t r i b a l  p a r t a i c u l a r i s m  and urban  
r i v a l r i e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i t s  paramount  a u t h o r i t y . " ^
Under t h e  s p i r i t u a l  g u i d a n c e  o f  t h e  Wahhabi s ,  t h e  Saudi  
f a m i l y  a t t a c k e d  t h e  I r a q i a n  c i t y  o f  K a r b a l a ,  ( S h i ' i t e  
I s l a m ' s  h o l i e s t  s h r i n e )  in 1801 and d e s t r o y e d  t h e  tombs o f  
many S h i ' i t e  S a i n t s .  Fu r t he r mo r e  t h e  S a u d i s  f o r c e d  t h e  
S u l t a n  o f  Muscat  t o  pay annual  t a x e s  t o  t h e  Saud f a m i l y .
The e v i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Ottoman Turks  from Mecca and Medina l ed  
t o  t h e  E g y p t i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  Saudi  A r a b i a  in 18 1 8 .  The 
r u l e  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  Ibrahim P a s h a ,  son o f  Mohammad A l i ,  was  
h a r s h  and u n c o mp r o mi s in g .  He d e s t r o y e d  D i r i y a ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  
o f  t he  Saudi  kingdom and e x e c u t e d  ibn Saud,  t hus  p u t t i n g  a 
s t o p  t o  Saudi  e x p a n s i o n i s t  p o l i c i e s .  A f t e r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
o f  t h e  Wahhabi power b a s e  in Mecca and Medi na ,  t h e  E g y p t i a n s  
w i t h d r e w  t o  t h e  Najd r e g i o n  ( whe re  Wahhabism was born and 
n u r t u r e d )  in 1822 . ^
For a c e n t u r y  or more b e f o r e  World War I ,  Saudi  A r a b i a  
e x p e r i e n c e d  i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t s  among t h e  t r i b e s ,  
and d u r i n g  a p a r t  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  was g ov er n ed  by I brahim  
P a s h a ,  r u l e r  o f  E g y p t .  G r a d u a l l y ,  howe ve r ,  t h e  House  o f  
Saud,  became t h e  dominant  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  in t h e  Ar a b i a n
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P e n i n s u l a .
In a s e r i e s  o f  m i l i t a r y  e n c o u n t e r s ,  t h e  Saudi  t r i b e  
d e f e a t e d  most  o f  i t s  r i v a l s ,  such as  t h e  R a s h i d s .  By World  
War I ,  i t s  s t r o n g e s t  r e m a i n i n g  r i v a l  was t h e  H a s h i m i t e  t r i b e  
l e d  by t h e  S h e r i f  H u s s e i n  o f  Me c c a ,  who c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  A l l i e s .  The Saudi  t r i b e  p l a y e d  no p a r t  in t h e  "Arab 
r e v o l t "  a g a i n s t  t h e  T u r k i s h  Empire  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  At t h e  
end o f  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r i v a l r y  b e t we e n  t h e  
Saudi  and t he  H a s h i m i t e s  e r u p t e d  anew.  The d e c a d e  o f  t h e  
1920s  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  d i s c r e d i t i n g  and d e f e a t  o f  t h e  H a s h i m i t e  
d y n a s t y  and i t s  e x p u l s i o n  from t h e  A r a b i a n  P e n i n s u l a  by t h e  
Saudi  f a m i l y  and i t s  t r i b a l  a l l i e s .  H a s h i m i t e  i n f l u e n c e
g
t h e r e a f t e r  was c o n f i n e d  t o  Jordon and I r a q .
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  H a s h i m i t e s ,  t h e  Saudi  
f a m i l y  p r o c e e d e d  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  i t s  r u l e  under  i t s  l e a d e r  
S h e i k h  ibn Saud ( 1 8 8 0 - 1 9 5 3 ) ,  who u n i t e d  Nejd  and H i j a z  and 
f o unde d  t h e  Kingdom o f  Saudi  A r a b i a  in 193 2 .  Ibn Saud I 
r u l e d  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  in 1953 .  He was f o l l o w e d  by h i s  s o n ,  
Ki ng  ibn Saud I I ,  who r e l i n q u i s h e d  h i s  powers  t o  P r i n c e  
F a i s a l  in  19 6 3 .  Ki ng  F a i s a l ' s  r u l e  was  marked by s o c i a l ,  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  and f i n a n c i a l  r e f or ms  w i t h i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  
f ramework .  F a i s a l ' s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  in 1975 l e d  t o  t h e  smooth  
s u c c e s s i o n  o f  P r i n c e  K h a l i d  who d i e d  in June 1 9 8 2 .  Crown 
P r i n c e  Fahd became t h e  Ki ng  and i s  p r e s e n t l y  in c h a r g e  o f  
a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  Saudi  n a t i o n .
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C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  P r o v i s i o n s  C o n c e r n i n g  I s l a m  
A l t h o u g h  Saudi  A r a b i a  has  no w r i t t e n  c o n s t i t u t i o n  per  
s e ,  t h e  kingdom r e c o g n i z e d  I s l a m  as  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  b a s i s  f or  a l l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  
and l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e r e  have  been  s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  t o  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e  power .  An e a r l y  exampl e  was t h e  
p r o m u l g a t i o n  in 1926 o f  t h e  o r g a n i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
Kingdom o f  H i j a z .  The former was t o  be r u l e d  by a 
" p a t r i a r c h a l  s y s t e m"  w i t h o u t  any s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s .  The l a t t e r  was t o  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  
by g o v e r n m e n t a l  m a c h i n e r y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  Ottoman  
( T u r k i s h )  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  The 1932 d e c r e e  marking
t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  Saudi  A r a b i a  p r o c e e d e d  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e
. . 9H i j a z  government  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
In 1962 ,  Ki ng  F a i s a l  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  need f o r  a w r i t t e n
c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  woul d  e s t a b l i s h  a " p r o g r e s s i v e  l i m i t e d
mo n a r c h y . "  He s t a t e d :
The t ime  has  now come f o r  t h e  p r o m u l g a t i o n  of  
a B a s i c  Law f o r  t h e  govenment  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  
drawn from t h e  Koran and t h e  T r a d i t i o n  o f  Hi s  
P r o p h e t  and t h e  a c t s  o f  t h e  Or t h o d o x  C a l i p h s ,  
t h a t  w i l l  s e t  f o r t h  e x p l i c i t l y  t h e  
f u n da me n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  government  . . .
and p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  b a s i c  r i g h t s  o f  t h e
c i t i z e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e l y  
e x p r e s s  h i s  o p i n i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  l i i p^t s  o f  
I s l a m i c  b e l i e f  and p u b l i c  p o l i c y .
The b a s i c  laws r e f e r r e d  t o  have  no t  y e t  been  
i mpl e mente d  b e c a u s e  t h e  Koran and t h e  Sunna ( t h e  P r o p h e t s  
d e e d s  and s a y i n g s )  a r e  v i e we d  as  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  b a s i s  o f
t h e  Saudi  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o
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r e c o n c i l e  t h e  o r t h o d o x  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Wahhabi I s l a m i c  
j u r i s p r u d e n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r e c e p t s  o f  a modern,  d e m o c r a t i c ,  and 
W e s t e r n - o r i e n t e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n .
For many d e c a d e s ,  t h e  laws of  Saudi  A r a b i a ,  whi ch  g u i d e  
t h e  k i n g  and h i s  a d v i s e r s ,  have  been  d e r i v e d  p r i m a r l y  from 
t h e  Shar i c a , and s e c o n d a r i l y  from t h e  c u s t o ma r y  law and 
t r a d i t i o n  o f  t he  A r a b i a n  s o c i e t y .  Tareq Y.  Ismael  o b s e r v e d  
t h a t ,  due t o  t h e  c u s t o m a r y  l a w ' s  s i m p l i c i t y  and 
e x p l i c i t n e s s ,  i t  i s  more e f f e c t i v e  than t h e  Shar i c a b e c a u s e  
i t  p r e c l u d e s  " t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d i s a g r e e m e n t  about  t he  
meani ng  of  t h e  r u l e s  and t h e  ways o f  e n f o r c i n g  t h e m- -a n  
i n h e r e n t  e l e m e n t  in any c o m p l i c a t e d  w r i t t e n  l aw. "**  Such 
o b s e r v a t i o n  d o e s  not  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  Wahhabi i n f l u e n c e  on 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Saudi  g o v e r n m e n t .  As e x p l a i n e d  in 
e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n s ,  t h e  Wahhabis  have e mp h a s i z e d  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  o r t h o d o x  and p u r i t a n i c a l  I s l a m i c  p r i n c i p l e s  
d e r i v i n g  from t h e  Koran as  a b a s i s  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  
They c o n c e i v e d  t h e  Shar i ca as  b e i n g  t h e  u n i t i n g  t o o l  t h a t  
a r b i t r a t e s  b e t we e n  c o n f l i c t i n g  t r i b a l  c u s t oms  and 
t r a d i t i o n s .
C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s u c c e s s i o n - - a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  
has  o c c u r r e d  four  t i m e s  s i n c e  Saudi  A r a b i a  became a n a t i o n - -  
t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  no t  bas e d  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  p r i m o g e n i t u r e ,  
or t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c h o o s i n g  t h e  e l d e s t  son o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  
r u l e r  as t he  new monarch.  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  House o f  Saud has  
g e n e r a l l y  and t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c h o s e n  t h e  most  a b l e  member o f
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12t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y  f o r  t h e  t a s k  o f  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  kingdom.
" P a r t n e r s h i p ” : I s l a m i c  Model  o f  P o l i t i c a l
Deve l opment  in Saudi  A r a b i a
V a r i o u s  c o n c e p t s  may be used  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p a t t e r n  of  
s t a t e - m o s q u e  r e l a t i o n s  in Saudi  A r a b i a ,  such  as  f u s i o n ,  
i n t e r a c t i o n ,  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  b l e n d i n g ,  u n i o n ,  and 
a m a l g a ma t i o n .  The common e l e m e n t  i s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t he  
r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  and t h e  s t a t e  a re  u n i t e d  and in e f f e c t  
i n f l u e n c e  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n  making on an 
e q u a l  f o o t i n g .  In c o n t r a s t  t o  T ur k e y ,  w hi ch  f o l l o w e d  t h e  
s e c u l a r i s t  pa th  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  model  o f  
" p a r t n e r s h i p "  or " f u s i o n "  be t we e n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and temporal  
a u t h o r i t i e s  in Saudi  A r a b i a  i s  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  as  we s h a l l  s e e ,  t h e  Saudi  model  a l s o  d i f f e r s  
from t he  c o n c e p t  o f  " p a r a l l e l "  d e v e l o p m e n t  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  
E g y p t ,  where  t he  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  has  been  dominant  over  t he  
r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  s i n c e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1952 .  In 
Saudi  A r a b i a  b o t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  s p h e r e s  a r e  
f u s e d  and s h a r e  e q u a l i t y  in o p e r a t i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  
In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  u n l i k e  E g y p t ,  whe r e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
a u t h o r i t i e s  have  a minor r o l e  compared t o  t he  s t a t e ,  Saudi  
m o s q u e - s t a t e  m o d e l ,  i f  compared t o  a law f i r m ,  has  no 
" j u n i o r  p a r t n e r s , "  o n l y  s e n i o r  p a r t n e r s .
In o rder  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " p a r t n e r s h i p "  
f ound in Saudi  A r a b i a ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e i t e r a t e  an i d e a  
e x p l a i n e d  e a r l i e r ,  in Chapt er  2:  t h e  Wahhabi c o n c e p t i o n  of
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p o l i t i c a l  power or a u t h o r i t y .  The Wahhabi movement was
p r a g m a t i c ,  r e v i v a l i s t ,  and d o g m a t i c ;  i t  d i d  no t  d e v e l o p  a
s p e c i f i c  body of  W e s t e r n - s t y l e  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y .  As a w e l l
i n f ormed  commentator  on Wahhabism e x p l a i n e d ,  " t h e r e  i s
a l m o s t  n o t h i n g  in t h e  Wahhabi r e l i g i o u s  t e x t s  c o n c e r n i n g
q u e s t i o n s  o f  t empora l  a u t h o r i t y ,  such  as  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  Imam,
s t a t e c r a f t ,  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  s t a t e  or
13p r a c t i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t . "  T h i s  i s  e x p l a i n e d  by
Wahhabi s '  c o n c e r n  w i t h  s o c i a l  and o t h e r  more immedi ate
pr o b l e ms  of  a s o c i e t y  r e q u i r i n g  s o l u t i o n s ,  such  as  t ax  l a w s ,
t r i b a l  u n i t y ,  m a r r i a g e ,  d i v o r c e - - e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p u r i f i c a t i o n
14o f  I s l a m i c  p r i n c i p l e s  from e x t r a n e o u s  i n f l u e n c e s .
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  Wahhabi s e c t  d i d  not  i n i t i a t e  a body of
p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y  b e c a u s e  t h e  Koran and t h e  Shar i c a c o v e r e d
e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e .  Wahhabi v i e we d  Mohammad
b ot h  as  a P r o p h e t  o f  God and a r u l e r .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  he
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  f u s i o n  o f  t e mpo r a l  and s p i r i t u a l
a u t h o r i t i e s .  Thus ,  Wahhabis  e x p e c t e d  t h e  r u l e r ' s  b e h a v i o r
t o  a p p r o x i m a t e  t h e  p e r s o n  and t h e  d e e d s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  and
s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  r u l e r ' s  a u t h o r i t y  u l t i m a t e l y  d e r i v e s  from
t h e  K o r a n i c  m e s s a g e .  In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  pr i mary
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and dut y  o f  t h e  k i n g  was t o  c r e a t e  a s o c i a l ,
e c o n o m i c ,  and p o l i t i c a l  o rd er  t h a t  l i t e r a l l y  a p p l i e d
o r t h o d o x  I s l a m i c  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  human b e h a v i o r .  In sum,
Whether  as  t h e  Imam [ g u i d e ]  o f  t h e  M u s l i m s ,  
Imam o f  I s l a m  or Amir o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r s ,  a 
Saudi  r u l e r  [ i s ]  not  s i m p l y  a s e c u l a r  
a u t h o r i t y ,  but  o s t e n s i b l y  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
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o f  God and h i s  d i v i n e  law on e a r t h .  His  
p o s i t i o n  as  Imam [ i s ]  t h e r e f o r e  g i v e n  
r e l i g i o u s  v a l i d i t y  . . . and t h e  Wahhabi  
[ b e l i e v e d ]  t h e  Imam t o  be l e g i t i m a t e  o n l y  as  
l o n g  as  h e . c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  I s l a m i c  
commun i t y .
The n u c l e u s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y - - t h e  m a j 1 i s  or
open c o u n c i l  h e l d  d a i l y  by t h e  k i n g - - i s  t h e  mos t
i l l u s t r a t i v e  e xampl e  o f  P r o p h e t i c  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  i s
p r e s e r v e d  by t h e  Saudi  g o v e r n m e n t .  L i k e  t h e  P r o p h e t  in t h e
e a r l y  days  o f  I s l a m ,  t h e  k i n g  m e e t s  w i t h  p e o p l e  from a l l  
w a l k s  o f  l i f e  and s o l v e s  t h e i r  prob l ems  w i t h o u t  t h e  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  or t h e  c o u r t s .
The p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  monarch in c o n t e m p or a ry  Saudi  
A r a b i a  thus  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  f u s i o n  o f  s a c r e d  and p o l i t i c a l  
power s :
He i s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  t h e  l e a d i n g  s h e i k h  
w i t h i n  t h e  t r i b a l  s y s t e m ,  c h i e f  imam o f  t he  
ulama,  head o f  t h e  Saudi  c l a n  ( number i ng  more  
than 3 , 5 0 0  p r i n c e s  in 1979)  and ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
head o f  s t a t e .  I t  i s  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  
o f  p o w e r s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  cu s t o ms  and  
t r a d i t i o n s  w hi c h  s e r v e  as  t h e  b a s i s  o f  Saudi  
p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y .
S u p p or t e d  by t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  t h e  Saudi  
government  has  r e p e a t e d l y  r e j e c t e d  M a r x i s t  i d e o l o g y ,  whi ch  
i s  c o n s i d e r e d  as  g o d l e s s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  in t h e  o f f i c i a l  
Saudi  v i e w  t h e  s e c u l a r i s m  o f  A t a t u r k ,  t h e  N a s s e r i s t  pan-  
A r a b i s t  and s e c u l a r i s t  B a a t h i s t  i d e o l o g i e s  ( b o t h  in S y r i a  
and I ra q)  a r e  a l s o  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  not  
s u c c e e d  in b r i n g i n g  about  " t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  t he  
s e c u l a r i z e r s ' own g o a l s ,  much l e s s  g i v e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  t h e
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r e l i g i o u s  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  m a s s e s  o f  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s . " * ^
The l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h e  Saudi  s y s t e m  e ma na t es  and r e s t s  
upon t h e  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n .  The r u l e r  i s  t h e  p r o t e c t o r  o f  
t h e  f a i t h ,  m o r a l i t y ,  and j u s t i c e .  I n d e e d ,  i t  was t h e  
Wahhabi s e c t  o f  I s l a m  t h a t  a l l i e d  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  and  
c o n f l i c t i n g  t r i b e s  under t h e  banner  o f  I s l a m i c  p r i n c i p l e s  
and t he  Saud f a m i l y ' s  p r o t e c t i o n .  King F a i s a l  d e c l a r e d  h i s  
a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  " p a r t n e r s h i p  m o d e l , "  when he s t a t e d  " t h e  
government  has  a d o p t e d  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a d o p t i n g  means  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  and p r o t e c t  I s l a m  by word and by
1 g
d e e d . "  S i m i l a r l y ,  Ki ng  K h a l i d  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  " I s l a m i c  law
i s  and w i l l  remai n  our s t a n d a r d ,  our s o u r c e  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  
19and our g o a l . "  As Thomas F e r r i s  has i n d i c a t e d :
The r o y a l  House  o f  Saud r e a l i z e s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  r e l i g i o n  as  a p o l i t i c a l  weapon and u s e s  i t  
a g g r e s s i v e l y .  They a r e  t h e  s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d  
d e f e n d e r s  o f  I s l a m ;  t h e i r  e n e m i e s  a r e  
c o n s i d e r e d  e n e m i e s  o f  God.  T h er e  i s  no 
e v i d e n t  o p p o s i t i o n .  But i f  I s l a m  i s  us ed  as
a p o l i t i c a l  t o o l  t h e  t o o l  i s  c r g g t e d  out  o f
t h e  A r a b i a n s '  u n d e n i a b l e  f a i t h .
A c o n s e n s u s  t h u s  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and
p o l i t i c a l  r e a l ms  in Saudi  A r a b i a .  The r e l i g i o u s  e l i t e
( î 1ama) a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e s  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  by
a p p r o v i n g  or d i s a p p r o v i n g  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  p r o m ul g a t e d  by
t h e  k i n g .  The culama e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  t hr o u g h  l e g a l
d e c i s i o n s  ( f a t w a ) . Most  members o f  t h e  Sj lama come m a i n l y
from t h e  Shaykh f a m i l y  ( l i n e a r  d e s c e n d e n t s  o f  Abd a l -
Wahhab);  f o r  some two c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e y  have  i n t e r m a r r i e d  w i t h
members o f  t h e  House o f  Saud.  The^ulama d e f i n e  t h e  s o c i a l
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g u i d e l i n e s  and regar d  t h e m s e l v e s  as  t h e  p r o t e c t o r s  o f  p u b l i c
2 1m o r a l i t y  and I s l a m i c  p u r i t a n i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s .
Few,  and r e l a t i v e l y  m i n o r ,  i n s t a n c e s  o f  c o n f l i c t
be t w e e n  t he  r e l i g i o u s  and t he  g o v er n me n t a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  in
Saudi  A r a b i a ' s  p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  have  o c c u r r e d  s i n c e
1932 .  On o c c a s i o n ,  some o p p o s i t i o n  emanated from t h e  ^ 1ama
22r e l a t e d  t o  t he  r a p i d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of  Saudi  s o c i e t y .  As
Ro be r t  M c I n t y r e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s
l e a d e r s  to  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o
d i s c e r n  or a n a l y z e  b e c a u s e  " t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  in t h e  way o f  a
23c o h e r e n t  o r g a n i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n . "  When t h e r e  
a p p ea r s  t o  be such c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  u s u a l l y  r e s o l v e d  
in a manner a c c e p t a b l e  t o  b o t h  s i d e s .  S e v e r a l  e x a mp l e s  
i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  p r o c e s s .
Dur i ng  t h e  1 9 6 0 s ,  t h e  Wahhabi  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  e x p r e s s e d  
i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  women's  e d u c a t i o n  by a r g u i n g  t h a t  " s e c u l a r  
e d u c a t i o n  woul d  d e s t r o y  a woman's  c a p a c i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  her
2 L
c h i l d r e n  w i t h  c h a r a c t e r  f or mi n g  r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s . "  The
government  r e s o l v e d  t h i s  i s s u e  by p l a c i n g  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n
under t he  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e ^ l a m a . S i m i l a r l y ,  when t h e
a u t h o r i t i e s  d e c i d e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  modern t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
t e c h n i q u e s  ( r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n )  and t h e  a u t o m o b i l e  to
Saudi  A r a b i a ,  t h ey  had t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  " t h e i r  u t i l i t y  in
25s p r e a d i n g  t h e  work o f  God." For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  r a d i o  was  
p e r m i t t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  c o u l d  s e r v e  as a v e h i c l e  for  
t r a n s m i t t i n g  p r a y e r s  and f o r  b r o a d c a s t i n g  r e l i g i o u s
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2 6programs .  A f t e r  some i n i t i a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  i t ,  t e l e v i s i o n  
a l s o  proved  t o  be u s e f u l  and a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
e l i t e  b e c a u s e  i t  p e r m i t t e d  u n i v e r s i t y  f e m a l e  s t u d e n t s  t o  be  
e d u c a t e d ,  s i n c e  women w e r e  no t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  be t a u g h t  by 
m a l e s .  R a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  a r e  a l s o  us ed  t o  g a i n  c o n v e r t s  
f o r  I s l a m .
An e a r l y  c o n f l i c t  o c c u r e d  be t we e n  Ki ng  Abd a l - A z i z  and
t h e  °ulama when he p r o po s e d  t h e  c o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g a l
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t he  Shar i c a "on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  in
i t  wh i ch  conf ormed r i g i d l y  t o  t h e  [Koran]  and t h e  exampl e  o f
t h e  P r o p h e t . "  T h e culama o p pose d  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  b e c a u s e  i t
meant  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  "would be a r r o g a t i n g  t o  i t s e l f  t h e
r i g h t  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  G o d ' s  law t o  s u i t  i t s  n e e d s - - a  p r o c e s s
27w h i c h  o n c e  began c o u l d  not  e a s i l y  be c h e c k e d . "  The power
o f  t h e culama was d e m o n s t r a t e d  in 1978 when t h e y  demanded t h e
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a modern c i t y  b u i l t  t o  a c c o mo d a t e  t h e  l a r g e
number o f  p i l g r i m s  coming  t o  Mecca e v e r y  y e a r .  The c i t y ,
w h i ch  c o s t  t h e  Saudi  government  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y  m i l l i o n
d o l l a r s ,  was d e m o l i s h e d  b e c a u s e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e cu l a m a , i t
28" d e s e c r a t e d "  a h o l y  p l a c e .
Dur i ng  t h e  s e i z u r e  o f  t h e  s a c r e d  mosque in Mecca by 
S h i ' i t e  i n s u r g e n t s  in 1979 ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  guard and t h e  army 
had to  r e c e i v e  t h e cu l a m a ' s a p p r o v a l  b e f o r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
r e s c u e  t h e  mosque .  T h e culama in t h i s  c a s e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
government  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i s s i d e n t s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  meant  
i n f l i c t i n g  p h y s i c a l  damage upon t h e  g r e a t  mosque ,  I s l a m ' s
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h o l i e s t  s h r i n e .
For t h e  most  p a r t  c o n f l i c t  b e t we e n  r e l i g i o u s  and 
p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  has stemmed m a i n l y  from t h e  p r o c e s s  of  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  Saudi  Arab i an  
s o c i e t y .  Wahhabi d o c t r i n e - - c a 1 1 i ng  f o r  a u s t e r i t y ,  m o d e s t y ,  
and a p i o u s  mode o f  l i f e - - d i d  no t  a c c o u n t  f o r ,  or e a s i l y  
a c c o m o d a t e ,  t h e  f l o w  o f  o i l  w e a l t h  t h a t  has b r o u g h t  
a f f l u e n c e  t o  t h e  Saudi  n a t i o n .  As S t e p h e n  Humphreys  
e x p l a i n e d ,  " t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  [and  f u t u r e  
d e v e l o p m e n t s ]  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  
r e c o n c i l e  sudden and immense w e a l t h ,  r a p i d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
ch a n g e  and s t r i c t  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  norms o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  
I s 1 am.
F u t u r e  P r o s p e c t s  f o r  t h e  " P a r t n e r s h i p "  Model  
Some c omme nt a t or s  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  
o f  t h e  cu lama in Saudi  A r a b i a  i s  d e c l i n i n g .  Ahron L a y i s h  
a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  e r o s i o n  t o  n i n e  c a u s e s .  Among t h e s e ,  f our  
r e a s o n s  w i l l  be s ummar i zed .  F i r s t ,  L a y i s h  a r g ue d  t h a t  t h e  
b a n i s hm e nt  o f  t h e  Wahhabi culama from t h e  A r a b i a n  P e n i n s u l a  
in  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  Wahhabi s t a t e  by 
t h e  E g y p t i a n s  and o f  t h e  s ec o n d  by t h e  R a s h i d s  d e c r e a s e d  t he  
power o f  t h e culama and t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a r e n a .  S e c o n d ,  t h e  d e c l i n e  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s h i f t  o f  t h e  
main power c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  t h e  r o y a l  h o u s e ,  m a i n l y  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  army,  e s p e c i a l l y  under
R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .
1 0 8
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  F a i s a l  and abd a l - A z i z .  T h e s e  l e a d e r s  
opened  t h e  Saudi  s o c i e t y  t o  We s t e r n  c u l t u r e  and e s t a b l i s h e d  
a b u r e a u c r a c y  t o  c a r r y  out  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s  in t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  and j u d i c i a l  a r e a s  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t .  The t h i r d  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  ^ l a m a  
power advanced  by L a y i s h  l i e s  in t h e  s e t t l i n g  down o f  t he  
b e d o u i n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  an e v e n t  t h a t  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  s o c i o ­
p o l i t i c a l  b a s e  o f  t h e  kingdom from t r i b a l  t o  n a t i o n - s t a t e  
o r i e n t a t i o n .  The f o u r t h  c a u s e  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  
s e c u l a r  e d u c a t i o n  and c u l t u r e  in t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  o p e n i n g  t o  
t h e  W e s t .
I t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a s i m i l a r  s k e p t i c a l  f o r e c a s t
o r i g i n a t e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  from co mme nt a t or s  who q u e s t i o n e d  t h e
Saudi  s u c c e s s  i f  f a c i n g  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  s t r a i n s  t h a t
accompany t h e  f l o w  o f  sudden w e a l t h  and a f f l u e n c e ,  whi ch
u s u a l l y  t h r e a t e n  r e l i g i o u s  and c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s .  As Fouad
A l - F a r s e y  a rg ue d :
The t r u e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  kingdom o f  Saudi  
A r a b i a  i s  I s l a m ;  i t s  t r u e  w e a l t h  i s  i t s  
p e o p l e .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  w i l l  d i m i n i s h  w i t h  
t h e  o i l  r e v e n u e s .  T h i s  i s  no t  mere r h e t o r i c .  
Long b e f o r e  o i l ,  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  
c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  A r a b i a n  P e n i n s u l a  was  l a i d  in  
I s l a m .  Unshaken in i t s  f a i t h  in I s l a m ,  t h e  
Kingdom has used  i t s  r e v e n u e s  from o i l  t o  
p r o v i d e  a l l  Saudi  A r a b i a n  c i t i z e n s  w i t h  t h e  
f u l l e s t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t  
and t h e n c e  f o r  making a p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
t o  t h e  d ev e l o p m e n t  o f  i t s  own s o c i e t y .
For t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  t h e  Saudi  s y s t e m  seems t o  have  
f u n c t i o n e d  r e s o n a b l y  w e l l  under t h e  new c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
c r e a t e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  by r a p i d  e c o no mi c  d e v e l o p m e n t .
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P o t e n t i a l  prob l ems  in m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  mi g h t  a r i s e  
from t h e  " c o r r u p t i o n "  and " d e m o r a l i z a t i o n "  among p o l i t i c a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  immense f l o w  o f  o i l  
r e v e n u e s .  H y p o t h e t i c a l l y ,  i f  a major c o n f l i c t  a r i s e s  in t h e  
f u t u r e  be t we e n  t h e  s t a t e  and t he  S j l ama , in t he  end t h e r e  
w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be an a c c e p t a b l e  r e s o l u t i o n  of  t h e  m a t t e r  
i n v o l v i n g  a new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t he  K o r a n i c  law.  T h i s  
o p t i m i s t i c  a s s u m p t i o n  i s  bas e d  on t he  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t he  
Saudi  s t a t e  s i n c e  1932 and on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Shar i ca can
meet  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a modern s t a t e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e
o f  t he  f undament a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  i j t i h~ad ( Ko r a n i c  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ) .  T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  was e x p l a i n e d  by King  
F a i s a l  when he d e s c r i b e d  t he  a l 1 - i n c l u s i v e n e s s  and t o t a l i t y  
o f  t he  Shar i ca ;
What d o e s  a man a s p i r e  t o?  He wa n t s  "good".
I t  i s  t h e r e  in t h e  I s l a m i c  s h a r i a .  He want s
s e c u r i t y .  I t  i s  t h e r e  a l s o .  Man want s  
f re e do m.  I t  i s  t h e r e .  He want s  remedy.  I t  
i s  t h e r e .  He w a nt s  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  s c i e n c e .
I t  i s  t h e r e .  E v e r y t h i n g  i s  t h e r e ,  i n s c r i b e d  
in  t h e  I s l a m i c  s h a r i a .
S i m i l a r l y ,  Ki ng  K h a l i d  was once  a s ked  i f  Saudi  A r a b i a ' s
d e v e l o p m e n t  c o u l d  a v o i d  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  many s o c i a l  and
r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s .  He r e p l i e d :
I f  i n t e r p r e t e d  in t he  t r u t h f u l  way ,  we f i n d  
t h a t  I s l a m  m e e t s  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
s o c i e t y ,  w he t he r  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  e c o n o m i c a l l y  or 
s o c i a l l y .  That  i s  why we w i l l  n o t  e n c o u n t e r  
any d i f f i c u l t y  in d e v e l o p i n g  our s o c i e t y  in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  I s l a m  and 
our g r e a t  Arab t r a d i t i o n s .  . . . That  i s  why 
we do not  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we w i l l  e n c o u n t e r  any 
p o l i t i c a l  s h o ck s  as  l ong  as  we keep  a t  h e a r t  
t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  our p e o p l e  and t h e  de v e l opme nt
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3 3o f  our c o u n t r y .
Thus ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  
t h e  culama ( i n  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  m o d e l )  c a r r y  g r e a t  w e i g h t ,  and 
g o ve r n m e n t a l  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  s ome t i me s  r e f e r r e d  t o  them.  They  
c o n s t i t u t e  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  f o r c e  w i t h  whi ch  t h e  government  
must  a l w a y s  r e c k o n . "  I n d e e d ,  t h e  d e v i c e s  o f  c o n f l i c t  
r e s o l u t i o n  in t h e  " f u s i o n "  model  a r e  i m p l i c i t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  
t h e  example  p r e s e n t e d  in t h e  p r e v i o u s  p a r t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  
c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  Wahhabi culama l e g i t i m i z e  o n l y  t h e  p o l i c i e s  
w h i c h  a g r e e  w i t h  I s l a m ' s  f undament a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  The 
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  in Saudi  A r a b i a ' s  p o l i c i e s  and d e c i s i o n s  
a r e  b a s e d  on t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s .  Thus ,  s i t u a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  
s e v e r e  c o n f l i c t  a r e  u n l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r .
Many c r i t i c s - - s u c h  as  s e c u l a r i s t  B a a t h i s t s  or f o l l o w e r s
o f  A t a t u r k - - m a y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  " f u s i o n "  p a t t e r n  o f  t empora l
and s p i r i t u a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  e x i s t i n g  in Saudi  A r a b i a  as
u n wo r k ab l e ,  o u t d a t e d ,  and o b s o l e t e ,  in o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a s  an
a n a c h r o n i s m .  G. H. J an s e n  has  c o n c l u d e d :
I t  i s  a w i d e s p r e a d  and w e l l  b a s ed  a s s u m p t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  re g i me  o f  t h e  House o f  Saud c a nn o t  
l o n g  e n d u r e ,  n e i t h e r  in i t s  p r e s e n t  form nor  
in any improved mo de l ;  and t h a t  t h e  [ I r a n i a n  
R e v o l u t i o n  in 1979]  has  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
s h o r t e n e d  i t s  l i f e  e x p e c t a n c y .
The p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Saudi  A r a b i a  d u r i n g  t h e
p a s t  h a l f - c e n t u r y  has p r o v i d e d  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t
J a n s e n ' s  p r e d i c t i o n  or c o n t e n t i o n .  The p r o p o n e n t s  o f
Wahhabism a r g ue  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l
a 36e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w i t h  t h e o l o g y ,  j u s t i c e ,  and r a i s o n  d ' e t r e .
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In r e t u r n ,  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y  s u p p l i e s  t h e  ‘ulama w i t h
f i n a n c i a l  s u b s i d i e s  and p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  whe r e  r e l i g i o u s
37v a l u e s  remain s upreme.  H i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  s u p p o r t  t h e  v i e w  
t h a t ,  f o r  Saudi  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  " p a r t n e r s h i p "  model  has  many 
p o s i t i v e  v a l u e s .  As e x p l a i n e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  Wahhabi  
d o c t r i n e ' s  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e  has s u r v i v e d  
t h e  E g y p t i a n  o c c u p a t i o n ,  t h e  war w i t h  t h e  R a s h i d s ,  and 
numerous t r i b a l  u p h e a v a l s .  As f a r  as  t h e  e v i d e n c e  
i n d i c a t e s ,  t h e  m a s s e s  in Saudi  A r a b i a  a c c e p t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
f u s i o n  o f  power a s  a l e g i t i m a t e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  government  
b a s e d  on t he  f a c t  t h a t  I s l a m  i s  a t o t a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  
e n c o m p a s s e s  a l l  s p h e r e s  o f  l i f e .  A d d i t i o n a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  
t h i s  phenomenon i s  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  smooth and s u c c e s s f u l  
t r a n s i t i o n  in c h o o s i n g  new r u l e r s  t h a t  Saudi  A r a b i a  has  
e x p e r i e n c e d  s i n c e  t he  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 s .
Some comme nt at or s  assume t h a t  e v e n t s  in I ran  w i l l  
e v e n t u a l l y  a f f e c t  Saudi  A r a b i a ,  when r e l i g i o u s  z e a l o t s  
f i n a l l y  b r i n g  down t h e  monarchy and c r e a t e  a n o t h e r  I s l a m i c  
o r d e r .  But  t h e  p a r a l l e l  o f t e n  drawn b e t w e e n  I ran  and Saudi  
A r a b i a  i s  not  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e .  Iran  
i s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  s h i ' i t e  I s l a m  w hi c h  d i f f e r s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  
from t h e  Sunni  s e c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in i t s  impact  upon t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e .  M o r e o v e r ,  " u n l i k e  t h e  Shah,  a remote  and 
i s o l a t e d  f i g u r e ,  t h e  huge Saudi  r u l i n g  f a m i l y  w i t h  i t s  
e s t i m a t e d  5 , 0 0 0  p r i n c e s ,  has i t s  r o o t s  in t h e  l i v e s  o f  t he  
p e o p l e . "  T h e s e  r o o t s  a r e  p r e s e r v e d  t hr o u g h  m a r r i a g e s  w i t h
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members from d i f f e r e n t  t r i b e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  a s  e m ph a s i z e d
e a r l i e r ,  t h e  °u lama in Saudi  A r a b i a  a r e  c l o s e l y  a l l i e d  w i t h
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and do not  c o n s t i t u t e  a c e n t e r
o f  i n t e n s e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  as  was t h e  c a s e  in I r a n .  "Compari son
w i t h  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  in Iran an ger  Saudi  o f f i c i a l s  who
c o n t e n d  t h a t  Saudi  A r a b i a  has  a d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e  o f  monarchy
39w i t h  a t r a d i t i o n  o f  c o n s u l t a t i o n . "  I n d e e d ,  Saudi  r u l e r s  
do not  wear a crown or s i t  on a t h r o n e .  S e v e r a l  Amer ican  
f o r e i g n  o f f i c i a l s  e x p l a i n  t h a t  " t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  [ Sa ud i  
s y s t e m ]  has  been  t h a t  i t  has  h e l d  f a s t  t o  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  
o f  I s l a m ,  w h i l e  v e r y  g r a d u a l l y  e n c o u r a g i n g  c h an ge  in some 
a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  owe more t o  c u s t o ms  t h a t  have  s e c u r e d
40r e l i g i o u s  s a n c t i o n  t han  t o  s t r i c t  K o r a n i c  i n j u n c t i o n . "  
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  a n a l o g y  t h a t  e x i s t s  be t we e n  Iran  
and Saudi  A r a b i a  or any o t h e r  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  c o u n t r y .
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C h a p t e r  V
SECULARIZATION MODEL: ATATURK* S REFORMS IN THE BALANCE
Turkey  i s  a u n i q u e  and r a d i c a l  example  o f  a s e c u l a r i z e d  
c o u n t r y  in t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  T u r k e y ' s  s e c u l a r  model  was  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by Mustapha Kemal A t a t u r k  - -  A t a t u r k  - -  in 1923 .  
T h i s  model  broke  w i t h  t h e  I s l a m i c  t r a d i t i o n ,  wh i ch  f u s e d  t he  
t emp o r a l  and s p i r i t u a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and w i t h  t h e  Arab and 
M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  c o n v e n t i o n .  A t a t u r k  f o l l o w e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
t h a t  W e s t e r n i z a t i o n  and s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  w e r e  e q u i v a l e n t  to  
d e v e l o p m e n t  and m o d e r n i t y .  Hi s  r a d i c a l  and s w e e p i n g  re for ms  
s t i l l  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  v e r y  i d e n t i t y  o f  o t h e r  I s l a m i c  n a t i o n s ,  
w he r e  A t a t u r k  i s  o f t e n  v i e we d  as  h a v i n g  been  an e x t r e m i s t  
and uncompromi s i ng  p o l i c i t a l  l e a d e r .  A t a t u r k  not  o n l y  
s e p a r a t e d  p o l i t i c a l  f rom r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y  in Turkey;  he 
a l s o  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s  
and p r i n c i p l e s  on a l m o s t  e v e r y  i mp o r t an t  a s p e c t  o f  T u r k i s h  
s o c i e t y ,  l e a v i n g  r e l i g i o n  a m a t t e r  o f  p r i v a t e  c o n s c i e n c e .
H i s t o r i c a l  P r o f i l e ;  I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  I s l am in T u r k i s h  S o c i e t y  
The Turks  t r a c e  t h e i r  o r i g i n s  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  A s i a n  
( C a u c a s u s )  r e g i o n .  Dur i ng  t h e  e l e v e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  c l i m a t i c  
c h a n g e s  and p o p u l a t i o n  e x p l o s i o n  l e d  d i f f e r e n t  t r i b e s  o f  
c e n t r a l  A s i a ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  S e l j u k s ,  t o  m i g r a t e  wes t ward  
and p e n e t r a t e  i n t o  P e r s i a ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  Abbas i d
113
R e p ro d u c e d  with p erm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r the r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .
C a l i p h a t e  ( 7 4 9 - 1 2 5 8 ) .  The S e l j u k s  were  c o n v e r t e d  t o  I s l a m  
and s e r v e d  as  s o l d i e r s  f o r  Mus l im r u l e r s .  They s u c c e e d e d  in 
d e f e a t i n g  B y z a n t i n e  f o r c e s  ( 1071  A . D . )  a t  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  
M a l a z g i r t ,  in t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  p r e s e n t - d a y  Tur ke y .  
S i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  t h e y  took  A n a t o l i a  as  t h e i r  c h i e f  p o l i t i c a l  
c e n t e r .  The S e l j u k s  we r e  d e f e a t e d  by C h r i s t i a n  c r u s a d e r s  in  
10 9 9 ,  who were  on t h e i r  way t o  c a p t u r e  T e r u s a l e m  from Musl im  
r u l e r s .  In s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s ,  Mongol  i n v a d e r s  d e s t r o y e d  t he  
r e m a i n i n g  S e l j u k  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  and t h e  A b b as i d  C a l i p h a t e  in 
1260 A . D . 1
In t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n o t h e r  group o f  T u r k i s h
t r i b e s ,  c a l l e d  t h e  Ot t omans ,  m i g r a t e d  from c e n t r a l  A s i a .
They were  l e d  by t h e  l e g e n d a r y  Othman or Osman ( 1 2 8 1 - 1 3 2 6 ) ,
t h e  f i r s t  r u l e r  o f  t h e  Ottoman Empi re .  Othman embraced t h e
I s l a m i c  f a i t h ,  a f a c t o r  w h i c h  made t h e  Ottoman s t a t e  t he
l e a d e r  of  t h e  Mus l i m w o r l d  in l a t e r  y e a r s .
In 1453 ,  t h e  Turks  c o n q u er e d  t h e  c i t y  o f  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e
and d e s t r o y e d  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  Empi re .  The Ottoman Empire
a nnexed  v a s t  t e r r i t o r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  S e l i m  I ( 1 5 1 2 -
2 0 ) ,  who became t h e  c a l i p h ,  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and tempora l
l e a d e r  o f  I s l a m .  He d e s t r o y e d  t h e  Mameluke S u l t a n a t e  in
Egypt  and S y r i a ,  and i n c o r p o r a t e d  them i n t o  t h e  e m p i r e .
S e l i m  I a l s o  e x t e n d e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Ottoman Empire t o
t h e  c o a s t  o f  Nor t h  A f r i c a  (Mor oc c o ,  T u n i s i a ,  L i b y a ,  and 
2
A l g e r  i a ) .
The Ottoman Empire w i t n e s s e d  i t s  a p o ge e  d u r i n g  t h e  r u l e
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o f  S u l t a n  S u l e i ma n  I ( 1 5 2 0 - 6 6 ) ,  known in Europe as  Su l e i man
t h e  M a g n i f i c i e n t . He a c q u i r e d  such  European p o s s e s s i o n s  as
B e l g r a d e  and Hungary.  I n t e r n a l l y ,  Su l e i ma n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a
h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d  b u r e a u c r a c y  and a p r o s p e r o u s  economy.
L i t e r a t u r e  and t h e  a r t s  f l o u r i s h e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  d u r i n g  t h i s
p e r i o d .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  Ottoman f l e e t  and a r m i e s  t h r e a t e n e d
3
t h e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  Europe .
The d e a t h  o f  S u l e i ma n  t h e  M a g n i f i c i e n t  marked t he  
b e g i n n i n g  of  t he  Ottoman E m p i r e ' s  d e c a y .  The d e g e n e r a t i o n  
o f  " t h e  s i c k  man o f  Europe" was t r i g g e r e d  by s e v e r a l  
i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s .  I n t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  s u l t a n s  who 
f o l l o w e d  Su l e i man  I r u l e d  in an u n j u s t  and i n c o m p e t e n t  
f a s h i o n .  C o r r u p t i o n  in t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  l e d  t o  t he  
d e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t a x - c o l l e c t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .  Mo r e o v e r ,  t h e
if.
m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  d e t e r i o r a t e d  e x t e n s i v e l y .
Anot her  f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t he  c r i s i s  was t h e  
b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s ,  an e l i t e  group r e c r u i t e d  by t h e  
s u l t a n s  among t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  C h r i s t i a n  s u b j e c t s  in t h e  
e m p i r e .  The J a n i s s a r i e s  were  c o n v e r t e d  t o  t h e  I s l a m i c  f a i t h  
and w e r e  t a u g h t  m i l i t a r y  t a c t i c s  under s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n e .  
D ur i n g  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  e r a  o f  t h e  e m p i r e ,  t h e y  g a i n e d  
p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  and a c q u i r e d  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  over  t he  
s u l t a n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  whi ch  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  
c o r e  o f  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  was no l o n g e r  s t r e s s e d  and t he  
J a n i s s a r i e s  became c o r r u p t  and i n e f f i c i e n t  s o l d i e r s .  
E x t e r n a l l y ,  in  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  West
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e x p e r i e n c e d  s e v e r a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c h a n g e s  as  a r e s u l t  o f  t he
R e n a i s s a n c e  and t h e  R e f o r m t a i o n ,  w hi c h  a l l o w e d  T u r k e y ' s
a d v e r s a r i e s  t o  a d v a nc e  r a p i d l y  b e c a u s e  o f  f o r c e s  such as
r a t i o n a l i s m ,  s c i e n c e ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e ,  and
c e n t r a l i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  w hi c h  acc o mpa n i e d  t h e
We s t e r n  f e r m e n t .  Abbous h i  has  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f i v e  major
w e a k n e s s e s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t he  d o w n f a l l  o f  t h e  Ottoman Empire :
( 1 )  f a i l u r e  t o  ke e p  p a c e  w i t h  t h e  West  in  
t e c h o n o l o g y ;  ( 2 )  w e a k n e s s  o f  n a t i o n a l  
l o y a l t i e s  a b o v e  and beyond r e g i o n a l ,  
r e l i g i o u s ,  and e t h n i c  t i e s ;  ( 3 )  c o n t i n u e d  
i d e n t i t y  o f  c h u r c h  and s t a t e ;  ( 4 )  p op u l ar  
d i s i n t e r e s t  in e c o n om i c  p u r s u i t s  o t h e r  than  
a g r i c u l t u r e ;  and ( 5 )  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and 
p o l i t i c a l  c o r r u p t i o n .
T h e s e  e v e n t s  l e d  t o  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  W e s t e r n  i m p e r i a l i s t
p o w e r s ,  namely  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  and F r a n c e ,  in t h e  r e g i o n  who
began t o  p l a y  an i n c r e a s i n g l y  a c t i v e  r o l e  in t h e  a f f a i r s  o f
t h e  d e c a y i n g  Ottoman s t a t e .
B e f o r e  A t a t u r k ' s  e r a ,  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  a t t e m p t s  were  made 
t o  r e f o r m  t h e  Ottoman p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  
t h e  e r a  o f  S e l i m  I I I  ( 1 7 8 9 - 1 8 0 7 ) .  S u l t a n  Abdul  Maj i d  ( 1 8 3 9 -  
6 1 )  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  t a n z i m a t  ( r e f o r m s ) ,  w hi c h  g a v e  Ottoman  
s u b j e c t s  p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  under  t h e  law and a t t e m p t e d  t o  
r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  e c o n om i c  s y s t e m .  T h es e  e a r l y  a t t e m p t s  a t  
r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  Ottoman s t a t e  w e r e  c a r r i e d  ou t  by a 
W e s t e r n - e d u c a t e d  group o f  T u r k i s h  e l i t e .  S e l i m  I I I  
e n d e a v o r e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o r p s .  In t h e  domain o f  
e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  t a n z i m a t  i n c l u d e d  i n t r o d u c i n g  f o r e i g n
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l a n g u a g e s  and s e n d i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  s t u d y  in European  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I t  was Abdul  Hamid " t h e  damned" who put  an 
end t o  t h e  e r a  o f  t h e  t a n z i m a t
A not he r  c r u c i a l  e r a  l e a d i n g  t o  A t a t u r k ' s  re f or ms  was  
d o m i n a t e d  by t h e  "Young Turks" who o r g a n i z e d  a s e c r e t  
o p p o s i t i o n  group c a l l e d  t h e  Co mmi t t e e  o f  Union and P r o g r e s s ,  
b e t w e e n  1908 and 1 9 1 4 .  The Young Turks  s u c c e e d e d  in 
f o s t e r i n g  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  among W e s t e r n - o r i e n t e d  p o l i t i c a l  
e l i t e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  p o l i c i e s  o f  S u l t a n  Abdul  
Hamid,  who r u l e d  from 1876 t o  1 9 09 .  Abdul  Hamid r u l e d  
a u t o c r a t i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  t h i r t y  y e a r s  he s p e n t  in o f f i c e ;  he  
s u s p e n d e d  t h e  1876 C o n s t i t u t i o n  in 1090 and s ou g h t  t o  u n i f y  
t h e  d i v e r s e  g ro up s  o f  t h e  e m p i r e  under  a p a r l i a m e n t a r y  
r e g i m e .  Kemal A t a t u r k  l e d  Young Turks  f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d ;  
t he n  he d i s a s s o c i a t e d  h i m s e l f  f rom t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b e c a u s e  
o f  s e r i o u s  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  Enver  P a s a ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
War.  A t a t u r k  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s h o u l d  no t  have  an 
a c t i v e  r o l e  in t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  government  o n c e  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  was a c h i e v e d ,  w h i l e  Enver a d v o c a t e d  a m i l i t a r y  
d i c t a t o r s h i p  w i t h  power c o n c e n t r a t e d  in t h e  hands  o f  army 
o f f  i c e r  s .
In sum, t h e  r e f o r ms  c a r r i e d  out  by t h e  Young Turks  and 
t h e  t a n? i m a t  w er e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  in s a v i n g  t h e  Empire from 
r a p i d  d e c a y .  Such r e f o r m  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  
h o we v e r ,  " b e c a u s e  t h e y  were  p a r t  o f  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  l a t e r
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r e f o r m  movement s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  o f  Mustapha Kemal .  . ."
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World War I was a p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e c i s i v e  e r a  in a l t e r i n g  
t h e  m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  in Tur ke y .  The Ottoman Empire  
j o i n e d  t h e  C e n t r a l  Powers ;  Turkey b a s e d  i t s  s t r a t e g y  on Pan-  
I s l a m i s m  and P a n- Tu r k a n i s m.  The s u l t a n  and t h e  h i g h e s t  
r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  l e d  by t h e  head o f  t h e  Si l ama, 
announced  in November 1924 ,  t h a t  j ihad ( h o l y  war)  must  be 
r a i s e d  by a l l  Mus l ims  a g a i n s t  t he  A l l i e s .  The s u l t a n ' s  c a l l  
upon Arab and Mus l i m s t a t e s  t o  j o i n  him in t h e  j i had was  
u n s u c c e s s f u l .  For i n s t a n c e ,  S h e r i f  H u s s e i n  o f  Mecca j o i n e d  
in  an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  and F r e n c h ,  T u r k e y ' s
g
e n e m i e s .  The war was d e v a s t a t i n g  f o r  Turkey whi ch  l o s t  
most  o f  i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s .  A t a t u r k  a p p e a re d  in t h e  m i d s t  o f  
t h i s  vacuum o f  p h y s i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e f e a t .  He 
c r e a t e d  a s e c u l a r  s t a t e  b a s e d  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  £ t a t  i sme 
( s t a t i s m ) ,  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  and p o p u l i s m .
Dur i ng  World War I I ,  Turkey d e c l a r e d  i t s  n e u t r a l i t y .  
However ,  t h e  R u s s i a n  t h r e a t s  o f  e x p a n s i o n  a f t e r  t h e  war 
f o r c e d  Turkey t o  j o i n  t h e  Nor t h  A t l a n t i c  T r e a t y  O r g a n i z a t i o n  
(NATO).  The modern e r a  in Turkey has  been i n c r e a s i n g l y  
d o mi n a t ed  by t h e  m i l i t a r y .  A c l i m a t e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  u n r e s t  
and t e n s i o n  l e d  t o  t h e  b l o o d l e s s  m i l i t a r y  coup o f  1960 and 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Second  R e p u b l i c  in 1961 .  The e a r l y  
1960s  w i t n e s s e d  u n s t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  and a l a c k  o f  s e n s e  
o f  d i r e c t i o n ,  w h i ch  b r o u g ht  about  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  Ismet  
I n o n u ' s  government  in 1 96 5 .  The e a r l y  1970s  w i t n e s s e d  
v a r i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  and d i s s i d e n t  movements  o r g a n i z e d  by
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e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p s ,  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  and s t u d e n t s .  Th i s  
p o l i t i c a l  d i s o r d e r  was blamed on a d e t e r i o r a t i n g  T u r k i s h  
economy and e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e ' h i g h  l e v e l  o f  unemployment .
One o f  t h e  mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t s  about  modern Turkey i s  
t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  I s l a m i c  s p i r i t  among t h e  m a s s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
in t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  
background  t h a t  A t a t u r k  emerged as  a l e a d e r  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
a l t e r  t h e  o l d  p a t t e r n  o f  m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s .
The I s l a m i c  T r a d i t i o n  in Turkey
The p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  Ottoman Empire ,  whi ch
A t a t u r k  was d e t e r m i n e d  t o  a l t e r ,  t ook  s hape  in t h e  l a t e
t h i r t e e n t h  and e a r l y  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  The s u l t a n  was
a t  t h e  apex o f  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  s t r a t a  and t he  h i e r a r c h i c a l
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s y s t e m .  The government  headed by t h e  s u l t a n
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was r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  "Subl i me  P o r t e . "  R e f l e c t i n g  t h e  e r a  
o f  Modammad's l i f e  and t h e  g o l d e n  age  o f  t h e  e a r l y  C a l i p h s ,  
t h e  T u r k i s h  s u l t a n s  had a u t h o r i t y  over  t h e  t empora l  and 
s p i r i t u a l  s p h e r e s  o f  l i f e .  In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  s u l t a n  as  
head o f  s t a t e  was v i e we d  as  t h e  p r o t e c t o r  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  
f a i t h .  He h e l d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  j u d i c i a l ,  and r e l i g i o u s  
a u t h o r i t i e s  under  s e v e r a l  names .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  he was t he  
p a d i s h a h  ( k i n g ) ,  t he  imam ( k n o w l e d g e a b l e  p r o t e c t o r  o f  
I s l a m ) ,  amir a l -muami n i m ( supreme g u i d e  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l ) ,  
and k h a l i f a t  A 1 l a h  ( e x e c u t o r  o f  G o d ' s  law on e a r t h ) .  As 
P h i l i p s  M. P r i c e  has e x p l a i n e d ,  " t h e  Ottoman Empire  was in
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t h e o r y  a t  l e a s t  r u l e d  by an a u t o c r a t ,  but  h i s  powers  w e r e  in 
f a c t ,  l i m i t e d  by a c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e l d e r  s t a t e s m e n  
known as  t he  u 1 ama, l e d  by s h e i k h  a l - I s l a m . "*^
R e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  w e r e  not  t h e  o n l y  body a s s i s t i n g  
t h e  s u l t a n  in manag i ng  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  Th e r e  was  
a l s o  t h e  diwan (or  d i v a n ) , a s ma l l  c o u n c i l  o f  m i n i s t e r s  
w h i c h  met r e g u l a r l y  e v e r y  S a t u r d a y ,  Monday,  and Tuesday  w i t h  
t h e  s u l t a n .  I t  was under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Grand V i z i r  
( c h i e f  m i n i s t e r ) ,  and i t s  t a s k  was t o  c o n f e r  on f o r m u l a t i o n  
o f  p o l i c i e s  and m a t t e r s  o f  s t a t e . ^
The t r e a s u r y  was under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  two main  
t r e a s u r e r s ,  who we r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t a x e s  
and w e r e  in c h a r g e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  e x p e n d i t u r e s .  
However ,  i t  i s  i m p or t a n t  t o  p o i n t  out  t h a t  " t h e  Ottoman  
Empire  was g r e a t l y  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  f i n a n c i a l l y ;  p r o v i n c i a l
12g ov e r n m e n t s  c o l l e c t e d  and s p e n t  t h e i r  own f u n ds  . . . ."
That  i s ,  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w hi c h  we r e  under  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  
t h e  b e y l e r b e y  ( c h i e f  g o v e r n o r s ) ,  w e r e  in t u rn  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
san j aks  ( d i s t r i c t s )  and s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  t imar s ( f i e f s ) .  The  
c a v a l r y ,  l e d  by t h e  s i p a h i  ( o f f i c e r s ) ,  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f or  
m a i n t a i n i n g  o rd er  in t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  
c o 11e c t  i ng  t a x e s .
As n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e l e m e n t  and un i q u e  
f e a t u r e  about  t h e  I s l a m i c  t r a d i t i o n  in t h e  Ottoman Empire  i s  
t h a t  t h e  r u l i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  we r e  
f u s e d ,  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  s u l t a n  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e
R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .
121
h i e r a r c h y .  Y e t ,  t h e  I s l a m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  had e x c l u s i v e
c o n t r o l  ove r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  and j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h e s .  In t h e
f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  a l l  mosques  had a pr i mary  s c h o o l  where
s t u d e n t s  l e a r n e d  t o  w r i t e  A r a b i c  and t o  read  t h e  Koran.  The
ma dr a s a s  w ere  advanc e d  c o l l e g e s  w h i c h  t a u g h t  l o g i c ,
m e t a p h y s i c s ,  a s t r o n o m y ,  S h a r i  a , and t h e  f u n da me n t a l  a s p e c t s
o f  I s l a m i c  h i s t o r y .  From t h e s e  m e d r e s s e h s  came t h e  ulama
s t r a t a  or r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s .  They r e c e i v e d  two s o u r c e s  o f
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t :  r e l i g i o u s  endowments ,  from p r i v a t e
i n d i v i d u a l s ;  and e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  g i f t s  from t h e  s u l t a n
and h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  R e l i g i o u s  endowments  ( t h e  w a q f )
w e r e  u s u a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  b u i l d  h o s p i t a l s ,  h o t e l s ,  and
13o t h e r  c h a r i t a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  around m o s q u e s .
The j u d i c i a l  branch  was a l s o  r e g u l a t e d  by r e l i g i o u s
a u t h o r i t i e s .  The pr i ma r y  s o u r c e  o f  a l l  laws  was t h e  S h a r i  a
t h a t  i s  t he  Koran and t h e  sunna ( t h e  P r o p h e t ' s  d e e d s  and
s a y i n g s ) .  " S u l t a n s ,  j u d g e s ,  and l a w y e r s  w e r e  bound by
14S a c r e d  Law, and t o  i g n o r e  i t  i n v i t e d  d i s a s t e r . "  The  
s e c o n d  branch o f  Ottoman j u r i s p r u d e n c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t he  
Kanuns ( d e c r e e s  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  s u l t a n ) ,  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e  a 
s u p p l e me n t  t o  t h e  Shar i ^ a . T h es e  d e c r e e s  d e a l t  m a i n l y  w i t h  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a t t e r s ,  such as  p o l i c e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t ax  
s y s t e m s ,  m i l i t a r y  r u l e s ,  and some a s p e c t s  o f  c r i m i n a l  law.  
Cust omary  law or ca d e t  c o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  as  a n o t h e r  
p r o v i n c e  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a r y .  S i n c e  t h e ca d e t  d i f f e r e d  from one  
d i s t r i c t  t o  a n o t h e r ,  i t  was u s u a l l y  amended by t h e  k a n u n s .
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A s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  about  t he  Ottoman  
j u d i c i a r y  was t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  
t h e  s t a t e ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  e i t h e r  by S a c r e d  Law 
or Kanuns ,  w e r e  a c c e p t e d  as  e m a n at i n g  from
God or from t h e  s u l t a n ' s  w i l l ;  in no s e n s e
w ere  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  f l o w  from t h e  d e s i r e s  
o f  t h e  p e o p l e .
In sum, a l l  I s l a m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t he
Ottoman Empi re ,  "from shaykh a l - I s l a m  and t h e  s u l t a n ' s
p e r s o n a l  ho j a ( t e a c h e r )  t o  t h e  l o w l i e s t  n a i b  ( v i l l a g e  j ud g e )
and t e a c h e r  in a mosque pr i mary  s c h o o l ,  w e l d e d  t h e  empi re
t o g e t h e r  under one t y p e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and one body o f  l a w . " ^
A l t h o u g h  t h e  Ottoman E m p i r e ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  we r e  b a s ed  on
I s l a m i c  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  was a d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  among t he
v a r i o u s  e t h n i c  gr o u p s  and r e l i g i o u s  c r e e d s  not  bas e d  on
l a n g u a g e ,  c o l o r  or s o c i a l  b ac k g r o u n d .  On t h e  one hand,
t h e r e  we r e  Mu s l i ms ;  and on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e r e  we r e  t h e
mi 1 l e t s  ( n o n - Mul s i m G r e e k s ,  Je ws ,  and A r m e n i a n s ) .  The
l a t t e r  g r o u p s  we r e  g r a n t e d  a c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  o f  autonomy.
For e x am p l e ,  t h e y  had s c h o o l s ,  and t h e y  f o l l o w e d  t h e i r  own
c u s t o m a r y  l a w s .
I s l a m  and t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  Movement in Turkey  
P r e c e e d i n g  A t a t u r k ' s  s e c u l a r  r e g i m e ,  t h e  T u r k i s h  
n a t i o n a l i s t  movement d i d  not  a c h i e v e  major r e s u l t s  u n t i l  t h e  
f a l l  o f  t h e  Ottoman Empire ,  a f t e r  World War I .  Th r e e  major  
t r e n d s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  T u r k i s h  n a t i o n a l i s m s  I s l a m i s m ,  
W e s t e r n i s m ,  and Tur k i s m.  The f i r s t  t r e n d  i s  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  
t o  as  t h e  g u i d e l i n e  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t ;  i t  had as  major
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spokesman Z i y a  P a s a  and Namik Kemal .  Both  argued  t h a t  t h e
d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  Ottoman Empire was a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t he
n e g l e c t  o f  t h e  S h a r i c a ( I s l a m i c  Law) ,  whi ch  p r o v i d e d  t h e
umma ( I s l a m i c  communi ty)  w i t h  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  and p o l i t i c a l
s t a b i l i t y .  They a t t a c k e d  t h e  t a n z i m a t  ( r e f o r m s ) ,  a law
b as e d  on w e s t e r n  l e g a l  c o d e s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  shar i c a . The
n a t i o n a l i s m  o f  Pa s a  and Namik has o f t e n  been  d e s c r i b e d  as  "a
17b l e n d  o f  Ottoman p a t r i o t i s m  and I s l a m i c  f e r v o r . "  The
I s l a m i s t s  s o ug ht  t o  r e s t o r e  mi ght  t o  t h e  e m p i r e ,  t o  spr e ad
j u s t i c e ,  and t o  c r e a t e  sound p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  not
th ro ug h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a l i e n  European m o d e l s ,  but
t hr ough  r e l i a n c e  upon o r t h o d o x  I s l a m i c  p r i n c i p l e s .
Namik Kemal a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e t we e n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  I s l a m i c  and l e g a l  norms,
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  o l d  Ottoman Empi re ,  and
t h o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  p r o g r e s s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  We s t e r n
c i v i l i z a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  I s l a m  c o u l d
p r o v i d e  t h e  moral  and l e g a l  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  new s o c i e t y .
"The Ottoman t r a d i t i o n  o f  s t a t e c r a f t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i t s
m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  and m u l t i - r e l i g i o u s  c o s m o p o l i t a n  p o l i c y  o f
t o l e r a t i o n ,  woul d  be t h e  p o l i t i c a l  framework o f  t h e  Ottoman
18( n o t  T u r k i s h )  s t a t e . "  We s t e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  f u r n i s h e d  
m a t e r i a l  and t e c h n i c a l  methods  t h a t  made t h e s e  component s  
c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  modern w o r l d .  Thus ,  t h e  I s l a m i s t  group  
was m a i n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in t h e  Ot toman,  not  t h e  T u r k i s h ,  
c u l t u r e .
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The s ec o n d  t r e n d  o f  T u r k i s h  n a t i o n a l i s m  c o n s i s t e d  o f
what  Z i y a  Gokalp  c a l l e d  " t h e  z e a l o t s  o f  E u r o p e a n i s m . " The s e
we r e  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  t r a n z i m a t  r e f or ms  who
a d v o c a t e d  t h e  i m i t a t i o n  o f  We s t e r n  n a t i o n s  in t h e  f i e l d s  of
economy,  t e c h n o l o g y ,  and s c i e n c e s .  They a l s o  s o u g ht  t o  b a s e
Ottoman p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and laws on European p a t t e r n s
and c o d e s .  T h e s e  W e s t e r n - o r i e n t e d  t h i n k e r s  w e r e  under t he
i l l u s i o n  o f  " c i v i I i z a t i o n a l  f i c t i o n s , "  such as  t h e  i d e a  t h a t
t h e  Ottoman community c o mp r i s e d  a s i n g l e  n a t i o n .  T h i s  group
was c l o s e r  t o  A t a t u r k ' s  s e c u l a r  i d e o l o g y  than t h e  I s l a m i s t s ,
b e c a u s e  Gokalp  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  T u r k i s h  c u l t u r e  and We s t e r n
v a l u e s  w i l l  p l a y  e q u a l l y  i mp o r t an t  r e v i t a l i z i n g  r o l e s  in
19T u r k e y ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t .
The t h i r d  s t r a n d  o f  T u r k i s h  n a t i o n a l i s m  was s u p p l i e d  by 
t h e  T u r k i s t s ,  a s ma l l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  e d u c a t e d  in t h e  
W e s t .  Mustpha Kemal A t a t u r k  was t h e  major  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
h i s  g r o u p .  He and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  r e j e c t e d  I s l a m  b e c a u s e  i t  
was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Arab c u l t u r a l  i m p e r i a l i s m  and w i t h  
Ottoman de c a y  and c o r r u p t i o n .  They c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  Turkey w i t h i n  W e s t er n  c i v i l i z a t i o n .
A t a t u r k ' s  aim was t o  e r a s e  t h e  c u l t u r a l  i m p r i n t  o f  t h e  
I s l a m i c  f a i t h  and A r a b i c  c u l t u r e ,  w hi ch  has been  i n t i m a t e l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Ottoman Empi re .  He wante d  t o  r e s t o r e  
Turkey t o  i t s  p r e - I s l a m i c  s t a t u s .  Led by A t a t u r k ,  t h e  
R e p u b l i a n  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  c a r r i e d  out  t h e  war o f  T u r k i s h  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  and e s t a b l i s h e d  We s t e r n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  as
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g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  g o v e r n me n t a l  p o l i c i e s .
The F i r s t  R e p u b l i c :  M o s q u e - S t a t e  R e l a t i o n s
The t r e a t y  o f  Lausanne  in 1923 r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  p r e s e n t -  
day t e r r i t o r y  o f  T u r k e y ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  Mosul  
a r e a  ( a s s i g n e d  t o  Turkey  by t h e  League  o f  N a t i o n s  in 1 9 2 6 ) ,  
and t h e  S y r i a n  r e g i o n  o f  A l e x a n d r e t t a  (added  t o  Turkey in 
1 9 3 9 ) .  On O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  1923 ,  t h e  Grand N a t i o n a l  A ss e mbl y  
p r o c l a i m e d  Turkey  a s  a R e p u b l i c ,  w i t h  A t a t u r k  as  i t s  
P r e s i d e n t ,  and Ankara a s  i t s  c a p i t a l .  T h i s  marked t h e  b i r t h  
o f  t h e  modern s t a t e  o f  T ur k e y .
As t h e  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t ,  A t a t u r k  embarked on a r a p i d  
s e r i e s  o f  r a d i c a l  and s w e e p i n g  r e f or ms  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and e c o no mi c  l i f e .  Hi s  g o a l  was t o  
t r a n s f o r m  Turkey  i n t o  a W e s t e r n i z e d  n a t i o n  and t o  c u t  e v e r y  
l i n k  w i t h  t h e  Arab and Mus l i m t r a d i t i o n s  embodied  in t he  
Ottoman Empi re ,  w h i c h  he r e g ar de d  as  d e b i l i t a t i n g  and 
a n a c h r o n i s t i c .  A t a t u r k  was a man o f  s c i e n c e ,  a s e c u l a r i s t ,  
and a r e f o r m i n g  m o d e r n i z e r .  He was a Turk and no t  an 
A r a b . 19
B e f o r e  s u r v e y i n g  A t a t u r k ' s  s we e p i n g  and c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
r e f o r m s ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  t r e n d  o f  
s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  f o l l o w e d  by Turkey  under h i s  r e g i m e .  Donald  
Eugene  Smi th  has i d e n t i f i e d  f o u r  t y p e s  o f  s e c u l a r i s m  in t he  
modern w o r l d .  The f i r s t  e n t a i l s  a s i m p l e  "s e p a r a t  i o n " o f  
t h e  p o l i t y  from " r e l i g i o u s  i d e o l o g i e s  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l
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s t r u c t u r e s . "  The s ec o nd  p a t t e r n  o f  s e c u l a r i s m  c o n s i s t s  o f  
" t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i t y  t o  p e r f or m r e g u l a t o r y  f u n c t i o n s  
in  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s p h e r e  whi ch  were  f o r m e r l y  per formed  
by r e l i g i o u s  s t r u c t u r e s . "
The t h i r d  t y p e  i s  a mere "t r a n s v a l u a t  ion o f  t he  
p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  t o  e m p h a s i z e  n o n - t r a n s c e n d e n t  t empora l  
g o a l s  and r a t i o n a l ,  p r a g m a t i c  means ,  t h a t  i s ,  s e c u l a r  
p o l i t i c a l  v a l u e s . "  The l a s t  t y p e  in p u r e l y  r e l i g i o u s
20s p h e r e ,  in o rd er  t o  d e s t r o y  or r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r  r e l i g i o n . "
The l a s t  f o r m - - o r  what  can be c a l l e d  " r a d i c a l
s e c u l a r i z a t i o n "  - -  i s  t h e  k i n d  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t he
r e v o l u t i o n  in Turkey under A t a t u r k .  Hi s  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n
s o u g h t  t he  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l
p o w e r s ,  and t h e  s w e e p i n g  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ' s
v a l u e  s y s t e m .  Thus ,  " A t a t u r k ' s  r e f or ms  d i d  not  i n v o l v e  a
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h urch  and s t a t e  as  in t h e  W e s t ,  but  r a t h e r  a
government  t a k e o v e r  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and an a t t e m p t
t o  r e d u c e  d r a s t i c a l l y  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n  on t h e  minds  
21o f  t h e  p e o p l e . "
A t a t u r k ' s  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  campaign  began in 19 2 2 .  In 
t h e  e n s u i n g  p e r i o d ,  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  in 193 8 ,  t h e s e  r e f or ms  
i n c l u d e d  t he  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  C a l i p h a t e  ( 1 9 2 4 )  and t h e  
e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  Ottoman f a m i l y  from T u r k i s h  s o i l .  
S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
of  t h e  shar i c a and r e l i g i o u s  c o u r t s  in c i v i l  m a t t e r s  ( 1 9 2 6 ) .  
The m i n i s t r y  o f  P i o u s  F o u n d a t i o n s  and t h e  °u 1ama' s s c h o o l s
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we r e  d i s s o v l e d .  The d e r v i s h  o r d e r s  were  o u t l a w e d  and t h e i r  
m o n a s t a r i e s  we r e  c l o s e d  ( 1 9 2 4 ) .  By 1926 ,  a l l  t h e  Ottoman  
r e l i g i o u s  and c i v i l  laws we r e  d i s c a r d e d .  New c i v i l  laws  
we r e  b a s ed  on t h e  S w i s s  c o d e ;  t h e  new pe na l  T u r k i s h  code  was  
b a s ed  on t h e  I t a l i a n  mode; and t h e  f i e l d  o f  commerce and 
laws of  t h e  land a d o p t e d  t h e  German m o d e l .  In 1928 ,  t h e  
s t a t e  was o f f i c i a l l y  d e c l a r e d  s e c u l a r ,  t h e r e b y  d e l e t i n g  t he  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  I s l a m  as  t he  
o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  Ottoman r u l e .
I n c l u d e d  among A t a t u r k ' s  s y m b o l i c  r e f or ms  w e r e  t h e
abandonment  o f  t h e  A r a b i c  s c r i p t  as  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e
T u r k i s h  l a n g u a g e ,  and t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Wes t ern
G r e g o r i a n  C a l e n d a r .  Men we r e  f o r b i d d e n  t o  wear t h e  f e z  and
t h e  w e a r i n g  of  t h e  v e i l  by women was banned.  Sunday was
d e c l a r e d  t o  be t h e  day o f  r e s t  ( i n s t e a d  o f  F r i d a y ,  t h e
Mus l i m h o l y  d a y ) .  The new c a p i t a l  a t  Ankara ,  whi ch  r e p l a c e d
I s t a n b u l ,  t h e  o l d  s e a t  o f  t h e  c a l i p h s ,  assumed a modern
o u t l o o k  and no mosques  we r e  b u i l t  in i t s  newer s e c t i o n s .
The I s l a m i c  c a l l  t o  t h e  s . a l a t  ( p r a y e r s )  and r e a d i n g  o f  t h e
Koran w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  be done in t h e  T u r k i s h  l a n g u a g e ,
22r a t h e r  than in A r a b i c .
The s e c ond  major  p o i n t  in A t a t u r k ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  program  
was p o p u l i s m .  C l a s s  p r i v i l e g e s  were  a b o l i s h e d  and e q u a l i t y  
under  t h e  law was e s t a b l i s h e d .  A r t i c l e  60 o f  t h e  m i l l e t  
s y s t e m ,  whi ch  had g r a n t e d  s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e s  t o  f o r e i g n e r s  
and to  r e l i g i o u s  m i n o r i t i e s  under t h e  Ottoman r u l e .  Another
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e x p r e s s i o n  o f  p o p u l i s m  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  f r e e  and 
u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  in g o v e r n m e n t - s u p e r v i s e d  s c h o o l s .  Th i s  
a l l o w e d  m i l l i o n s  o f  Turks  t o  l e a r n  how t o  read and w r i t e .
By t h e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 ' s  t h e  i l l i t e r a c y  r a t e  had been reduced  
from 80 p e r c e n t  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 p e r c e n t .
The t h i r d  a s p e c t  o f  A t a t u r k ' s  s t r a t e g y  was t he
de v e l o p m e n t  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  whi ch  was bas ed  on common
c i t i z e n s h i p  and d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i d e a l  not  on
r e l i g i o n ,  r a c e ,  or e t h n i c  a f f i l i a t i o n .  T h i s  i n v o l v e d  t h e
c o n d e mn a t io n  o f  P an- Ar ab i s m as  a r e t r o g r e s s i v e  and n e f a r i o u s
movement .  P a n- Tur ka n i s m,  w hi ch  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s u p p o r t i n g
i r r e d e n t i s t  t e n d e n c i e s  among T u r k i s h  s p e a k i n g  Moslems in t he
S o v i e t  Union and in o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  was a l s o
d i s c a r d e d .  In t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  A t a t u r k  "was a f i e r y
T u r k i s h  p a t r i o t ,  proud o f  b e i n g  a Turk . . . .  He s e t  out
in h i s  program t o  make a l l  Turks  proud o f  t h e i r  r a c e  and 
23h e r i t a g e . "  In A t a t u r k ' s  e y e s ,  t h e  w o r l d  seemed t o  be  
d i v i d e d  i n t o  two g ro u p s :  t h o s e  who a r e  Turks  and t h o s e  who
w i s h  t o  be Turks !
To f o r t i f y  t h i s  n a t i o n a l i s t  i d e a l ,  A t a t u r k  s ought  t o  
d e v e l o p  T u r k e y ' s  own r e s o u r c e s  and i n d u s t r i e s  beh i n d  
p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f s .  He a do p t ed  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  e ’t a t  i sme as  
t h e  e conomi c  p o l i c y  for  modern T u r k e y ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  " in  m a t t e r s  whe re  t h e  
g e n e r a l  and v i t a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  a r e  in q u e s t i o n ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  ec o no mi c  f i e l d ,  in o r d e r  t o  l e a d  the
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n a t i o n  and t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  p r o s p e r i t y  in as  s h o r t  a t i me  as  
pos  s ib l e .
In h i s  s t r a t e g y  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  A t a t u r k  was
r i g h t l y  l a b e l e d  a d i c t a t o r :  "he d e t e r m i n e d  h i g h  p o l i c y ,
s e l e c t e d  h ig h  o f f i c i a l s  o f  s t a t e ,  and f o r c e d  h i s  w i l l  upon
25t h e  p a r t y  and n a t i o n . "  However ,  A t a t u r k  was a b e n e v o l e n t  
d i c t a t o r  b e c a u s e  h i s  l e g i t i m a c y  emanated from h i s  f o r c e f u l  
c h a r i s m a t i c  s t r e n g t h ,  whi ch  was e x t r e m e l y  p o p u l a r .
I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who c a r r i e d  out  
t h e  most  f a r - r e a c h i n g  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  program in a Mi d d l e  
E a s t e r n  s o c i t y  was a Turk and not  an A r a b . Ot h e r  modern  
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  in t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  such as  Gamal abd-Al  
N a s s e r  in Egypt  and Habib B o u r g u i b a  in T u n i s i a ,  admired  
A t a t u r k ' s  c o u r a g e  and p o l i c i e s  but  d i d  not  d a r e  t o  e m u l a t e  
h im.
A t a t u r k ' s  Reforms  in t h e  B a l a n c e  
A f t e r  some f i f t y - e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  A t a t u r k ' s  s e c u l a r  
t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  h i s  re f or ms  w i l l  e n d u r e  in  
t h i s  key  Mus l im c o u n t r y - - w h e r e  I s l a m i c  f u n d a m e n t a l i s m  became  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  a c t i v e - - r e m a i n s  u n a ns we r e d .  In t h e  l a t e  1940s  
and e a r l y  1 9 5 0 s ,  l a r g e  g ro u p s  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  
began t o  a d v o c a t e  a r e t u r n  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s
26p r a c t i c e s  as t h e  b a s i s  f or  s o c i a l  c o h e s i o n  and m o r a l i t y .  
S e v e r a l  e xa mp l e s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  I s l a m i c  
s e n t i m e n t s .  In 19 4 9 ,  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  was r e i n t r o d u c e d
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in  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  f i r s t  a s  an e l e c t i v e  t he n  as  a
r e q u i r e m e n t .  By t h e  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 s ,  some 1 3 , 0 0 0  new mosques
w e r e  b u i l t  t o  a c c o mo d a t e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  t h e
T u r k i s h  p e o p l e .  By 1982 ,  Turkey became t h e  t h i r d  in t h e
I s l a m i c  w o r l d  in p i l g r i m a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  t o  Mecca .  I s l a m i c
v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i a l
programs ( i . e .  K o r a n i c  i n s t r u c t i o n )  grew from 237 in 1951 t o
2 , 5 1 0  in 196 7 .  The imams t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t e s  i n c r e a s e d  from
7 in  1951 t o  506 by 1 9 8 0 . 27
The d e c r e a s e  in r e l i g i o u s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  in an
i n c r e a s e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s '  i n v o l v e m e n t  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l
s p h e r e .  The D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  was a b l e  t o  d e f e a t  t h e
K e m a l i s t  RPP in 1950 due t o  i t s  r e l i g i o u s  a p p e a l  t o  t he
m a s s e s .  The p a r t y  went  f u r t h e r  t o  f o r g e  an a l l i a n c e  w i t h
S a i d  N u r s i ' s  " F o l l o w e r s  o f  L i g h t "  Sunni  I s l a m i c  g r o u p .  T h i s
a l l i a n c e  marks a c r u c i a l  s t e p  toward a s o r t  o f  K e m a l i s t
s e c u l a r  p r i n c i p l e s '  e r o s i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  t h i s  group
c a l l e d  f o r  " t h e  r e - e s t a b l i s m e n t  o f  an I s l a m i c  s t a t e  b a s ed
28upon t h e  S h a r i a h  and g u i d e d  by t h e cu l ama . "
The f o r m a t i o n  of  t h e  Al awi  S h i ' i t e  N a t i o n a l  S a l v a t i o n
P a r t y  in 1972 by Necmeddin Esbakan i s  a n o t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i v e
29e xa mp l e  o f  I s l a m i c  r e v i v a l  in T u rk ey .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  NSP was 
t h e  j u n i o r  p a r t n e r  in t h r e e  c o a l i t i o n  g o v e r n m e n t s  b e t ween  
1974 and 1 9 7 7 .  T h i s  p a r t y  c a l l e d  f o r  a g r e a t e r  r o l e  o f  
r e l i g i o n  in a l l  t h e  s p h e r e s  o f  T u r k i s h  l i f e  and f o r  a c l o s e r  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  Mus l i m r a t h e r  than We s t e r n  n a t i o n s .
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R e c e n t  e v e n t s  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a di lemma e x p e r i e n c e d
by t h e  T u r k i s h  m i l i t a r y  r u l e r s  in T ur k e y .  T h e s e  l e a d e r s  a r e
c a u gh t  b e t we e n  a d e s i r e  t o  implement  A t a t u r k ' s  s e c u l a r
i d e a l s  and b e t we e n  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s e n t i m e n t s
and n e e d s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  For i n s t a n c e ,  in t h e  summer of
1 9 8 0 ,  Suleyman D e m i r a l ' s  government  opened p a r t  o f  t h e
D y s a n t i n e  monument Ha g i a  S o p hi a  - - w h i c h  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  a
30museum by A t a t u r k - -  f o r  Mus l i m w o r s h i p .  In 19 8 1 ,  ho we v e r ,
t h e  m i l i t a r y  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w hi ch  s e i z e d  power in 1980
i n s t i t u t e d  a ban on h e a d s c a r v e s  worn by f e m a l e s  and o r d e r e d
ma l e  s t u d e n t s  t o  go t o  s c h o o l  w i t h  t h e i r  head u n c o v e r e d .
The d i s p u t e  r e a c he d  t h e  C o n s u l t a t i v e  A s s e m b l y ,  e s t a b l i s h e d
in 1981 t o  r e s t o r e  democracy  in T u r k e y .  The h e a t e d  d e b a t e
u n v e i l e d  t he  o n g o i n g  s t r u g g l e  be t we e n  t h e  s e c u l a r i s t s  and
t h e  I s l a m i c i s t s .  Mehmet Pamak's  s t a t e m e n t  in t h i s  m e e t i n g
r e v e a l s  t h e  p e o p l e s  l o n g i n g  f o r  I s l a m i c  v a l u e s :
The s t a t e  can be s e c u l a r ,  t he  r e p u b l i c  can be  
s e c u l a r ,  but  you c a n n o t  e x p e c t  an i n d i v i d u a l  
or a r e l i g i o n  t o  be s e c u l a r .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
our r e l i g i o n ,  i t  i s  o b l i g a t o r ^ * 0 c o v e r  t h e  
h e a d s ,  and i t  i s  G o d ' s  o r d e r .
The d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Turkey by Melmet  A k i f ,  t h e  I s l a m i s t
i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  r e v e a l s  t h e  p op ul a r  o p p o s i t i o n  toward
A t a t u r k ' s  s e c u l a r i s m :
P e o p l e  o f  a n a t i o n  whose  r e l i g i o n  i s  
i m i t a t i o n ,  whos e  w o r l d  i s  i m i t a t i o n ,  whos e  
cu s to ms  a r e  i m i t a t i o n ,  whose  d r e s s  i s  
i m i t a t i o n ,  whos e  g r e e t i n g s  and l a n g u a g e  i s  
i m i t a t i o n ,  in s h o r t ,  w ho s e  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  
i m i t a t i o n  a r e  c l e a r l y  t h e m s e l v e s  mere  
i m i t a t i o n  human b e i n g s  and can on no a c c o u n t  
make up a s o c i a l  group and h e n c e  can not
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Some c omme nt a t or s  r i g h t l y  a r g u e  t h a t  A t a t u r k ' s  a t t e m p t  
t o  c o n v e r t  Turkey i n t o  a s e c u l a r  s t a t e  has  f a i l e d ,  p a r t l y  
b e c a u s e  he a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  need o f  t h e  
more c o n s e r v a t i v e  and t r a d i t i o n a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p e a s a n t r y ,  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  
f o u n d a t i o n s .  A t a t u r k ' s  s e c u l a r  p o l i c i e s  p r o v i d e d  them w i t h  
m a t e r i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  t hr o ug h  t h e  d ev e l op me n t  o f  t h e  economy,  
but i t  d e p r i v e d  them o f  e m o t i o n a l  and r e l i g i o u s  s e c u r i t y  
w hi ch  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  As G. H. Jans e n  
e x p l a i n e d :
The sad f a c t  about  Kemal A t a t u r k  i s  not  
m e r e l y  t h a t  he was a v e r y  s h a l l o w  r e f o r m e r ,  
but  t h a t  he has  proven  an u n s u c c e s s f u l  
r e f o r m e r .  The main r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  f a i l u r e  i s  
t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know h i s  p e o p l e .  He r e f u s e d  
t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h e  Turks  a l w ay s  have  
been  and f o r  t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e  w i l l  
remai n v e r y  d e vo ut  Mus l ims  . . . .  The  
o p p o n e n t s  o f  A t a t u r k ' s  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  t h e  
I s l a m i c  s t r u c t u r e  ar gue d  t h a t  what  was  
h a p p e n i n g  was no t  s e c u l a r i s m ,  whi ch  meant  t h e  
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c s  and r e l i g i o n  and t h e  
n e u t r a l i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  but  t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n  
o f  I s l a m  and t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  s e c u l a r i s m  i n t o  
a s a c r e d  and u n t o u c h a b l e  p r i n c i p l e .
The l e s s o n  l e a r n e d  from t h e  T u r k i s h  s e c u l a r i s t  model  
l e a d s  one t o  r e f l e c t  upon t h e  f a c t  t h a t  any n a t i o n  i n v o l v e d  
in t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e - s h a p i n g  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  and 
s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  has  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c u l t u r a l  and 
t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  a t  t h e  c o r e  o f  i t s  p e o p l e ' s  l i f e ,  namely  
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  p r i n c i p l e s .  A t a t u r k  wanted  t o  b u i l d  a 
d e m o c r a t i c  n a t i o n  b a s ed  on W es t e r n  i d e a l s  and p r i n c i p l e s .
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He o v e r l o o k e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t r u l y  d e m o c r a t i c  s y s t e m  must  
a l l o w  f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  a s u b s t a n t i a l  
segment  o f  i t s  p r o p u l a t i o n .  In T u r k e y ' s  c a s e  t h i s  s e n t i m e n t  
was I s l a m i c  v a l u e s  and p r i n c i p l e s .
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THE TUNISIAN ENVIRONMENT
I f  I we r e  t o  c h o o s e  a s i n g l e  image t o  
r e p r e s e n t  T u n i s i a .  . . I woul d  c h o o s e  one  o f  
t h e  v e i l e d  women o f  T u n i s .  Morocco  i s  a land  
o f  h a r s h ,  c a s t e l l a t e d  m o u n t a i n s  guarded  by a 
r a c e  o f  w a r r i o r s .  A l g e r i a  i s  a n o - n o n s e n s e  
c o u n t r y  o f  f ar m s ,  m i n e s ,  and ba n ks ;  your  
a v e r a g e  A l g e r i a n  i s  a b u s i n e s s m a n  or farmer  
who can become a g u e r r i l l a  when p r e s s e d .  
T u n i s i a  by c o n t r a s t  i s  f e m i n i n e :  t h e  
l a n d s c a p e  h o r i z o n t a l  w i t h  g r a d u a l  t r a n s i t i o n s  
and s o f t ,  s w e l l i n g  s h o r e s ,  t he  c l i m a t e  m i l d  
and s l i g h t l y  e n e r v a t i n g ,  t h e  b l u e  g r e e n  s e a ,  
t h e  p e r v a s i v e  s c e n t  o f  j a s m i n e  and o r a n g e  
b l o s s o m s ,  t h e  husky  p l a i n t i v e  v o i c e  o f  an 
A n d a l u s i a n  s o n g .  The t emperament  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  i s  g a y ,  e v a n e s c e n t ,  t e n d e r  - - n o t  
f i e r c e  l i k e  t h a t  o f  M o r o c c a n s ,  nor s t o l i d  
l i k e  A l g e r i a n s .  T u n i s i a n s  have  what  t he  
Arabs  c a l l  ' l i g h t  b l o o d ' .  . . But  T u n i s i a  can  
a l s o  be d a n g e r o u s :  ma g i c  and w i t c h c r a f t  a r e  
p r e v a l e n t ,  p r e c a u t i o n s  must  be t a k en  a g a i n s t  
t h e  e v i l  e y e ,  murders  a r e  c o mmi t t ed  f o r  
e n i g m a t i c  r e a s o n s  o f  j e a l o u s y ,  h on o ur ,  or  
r e v e n g e .
John A n t ho ny ,  T u n i s i a :  A p e r s o n a l
View o f  a T i m e l e s s  Land
In o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s t a t e  and mosque in 
T u n i s i a ,  i t  i s  i n i t i a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  h i s t o r i c a l  and e c o n o mi c  f a c t o r s  t h a t  have  a f f e c t e d  
modern T u n i s i a .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  s u p p l i e s  a p r o f i l e  o f  T u n i s i a  
e m p h a s i z i n g  i t s  p h y s i c a l  and human s e t t i n g s .  T h i s  w i l l  be  
f o l l o w e d  by a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  main h i s t o r i c a l  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y  w hi ch  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a s e n s e  o f  t h e  T u n i s i a n  e v o l u t i o n  
t hr o u g h  t i m e .
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G e o g r a p h i c a l  S e t t i n g :
T u n i s i a  o c c u p i e s  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  Nor t h  A f r i c a .  The  
a r e a  o c c u p i e d  by t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l ,  c o n s i s t i n g  
o f  6 3 , 3 7 8  s q u a r e  m i l e s  ( a  l i t t l e  l a r g e r  than t h e  S t a t e  o f  
G e o r g i a  in t h e  U . S .  and a bout  t w i c e  t h e  s i z e  o f  A u s t r i a  in 
E u r o p e ) .  T u n i s i a  i s  bounded by t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  and L i b y a  
in  t h e  E a s t ,  t h e  Sahara  as  p o i n t  o f  c o n t a c t  b e t we e n  A l g e r i a  
and L i b y a  in t h e  S o u t h ,  and A l g e r i a  in t h e  W e s t .  The  
c o u n t r y  h o l d s  an i mp or t an t  g e o - s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n ,  s i n c e  i t  
i s  s e p a r a t e d  from Europe  o n l y  by narrow p a s s a g e s  o f  w a t e r  no 
w i d e r  than n i n e t y  m i l e s  . The p o s i t i o n  o f  T u n i s i a  on t h e  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  "has t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  been  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
i t s  h i s t o r y ,  by making  i t  an a r e a  o f  t r a n s i t  and a b a t t l e  
g r ou n d ,  as  w e l l  as  a means  o f  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  A f r i c a n  
c o n t i n e n t  w hi c h  t h e  M i d d l e  Ages  knew as  ' t h e  Barbary  
C o a s t . ' " 1
T u n i s i a  can be d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  major  t o p o g r a p h i c a l
r e g i o n s :  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  r e g i o n ,  c a l l e d  t h e  Tel  1 , i s  t h e
mos t  f e r t i l e  and p r o s p e r o u s  a r e a  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I t
p r o v i d e s  t h e  major p a r t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  such  as
c e r e a l s ,  o l i v e s ,  c i t r u s  f r u i t s ,  g r a p e s ,  and g arden
v e g e t a b l e s .  The Me dj e r da  r i v e r  w hi c h  c r o s s e s  t h e  r e g i o n
from t h e  g u l f  o f  T u n i s  t o  t h e  A l g e r i a n  f r o n t i e r  i s  t h e
p r i n c i p a l  f a c t o r  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r i c h n e s s  o f  t h i s
f a rm i n g  a r e a .  As B o u l a r e s  w r i t e s :
The T e l l  , h i g h l y  p o p u l a t e d  and e x t r e m e l y  
l i v e l y  formed t h e  t a k e  o f f  p o i n t  o f  T u n i s i a n
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h i s t o r y .  . . [ o n e ]  w i l l  f i n d  t h e r e  towns  
whi ch  have  been famous o v er  t h e  a g e s ,  such as  
T u n i s ,  C a r t h a g e ,  B i z e r t e ,  Tabarka ,  and 
N a b e u l ,  and o t h e r s  whose  r u i n s  bear  w i t n e s s  
t o  t h e  pr omi ne nc e  t h e y  o n c e  e n j o y e d : 2Dougga  
and B u l l a  R e g i a ,  U t i c a  and Kerkouan.
The S t e p p e  r e g i o n ,  l o c a t e d  in t he  c e n t e r  o f  T u n i s i a ,  
c o n s i s t s  o f  s e m i a r i d  land o f  a l f a  g r a s s  p a s t u r e s  s u i t a b l e  
f o r  l i v e s t o c k .  T h i s  a r e a  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by d r y - f a r m i n g  
t h a t  p r o d u c e s  m a i n l y  o l i v e s  and f r u i t .
The Sahara  o c c u p i e s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  
i t  l a c k s  s u f f i c i e n t  amounts  o f  r a i n f a l l .  The main  
g e o g r a p h i c a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n  i s  t h e  s a l t  m a r s h e s ,  
w hi ch  a r e  s i t u a t e d  b e l o w  s e a  l e v e l  and r e f e r r e d  t o  as C h o t t s  
in  A r a b i c .  The o a s i s  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  where  d a t e  palms a re  
c u l t i v a t e d ,  g i v e  t h e  Sahara  i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s .
One i mp o r t an t  f e a t u r e  o f  T u n i s i a ' s  g e o g ra ph y  i s  i t s
c o a s t l i n e ,  c a l l e d  S a h e l  whi ch  e x t e n d s  ov e r  750 m i l e s .  T h i s
a r e a  c o m p r i s e s  t h e  most  d e v e l o p e d  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y
w hi c h  a r e  l o c a t e d  on or near t h e  s e a .  I t  i s  t h i s  c o a s t l i n e
3
t h a t  has made T u n i s i a  a c r o s s r o a d  of  c i v i l i z a t i o n .
Economic  b a s e
The T u n i s i a n  economy i s  b a s ed  on a g r i c u l t u r e  whi ch  
o c c u p i e s  32% o f  t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e .  The w o r k a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
a r e a  c o n s i s t s  o f  a r a b l e  land ( a b o ut  20%); p r a i r i e s  and 
p a s t u r e s ,  o r c h a r d  r e g i o n s  p r o d u c i n g  c i t r u s ,  o l i v e s ,  and 
g r a p e s ;  and f o r e s t  l a n d .  In 195 9 ,  t h e  government  l a unched  a 
l and  r e f or m program by n a t i o n a l i z i n g  t h e  babus l and
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b e l o n g i n g  t o  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and by p u r c h a s i n g  
p r o p e r t i e s  owned by f o r e i g n  s e t t l e r s .  The two main
if,
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  a r e  c e r e a l s  and o l i v e s .  T u n i s i a n  
a g r i c u l t u r e  m e e t s  o n l y  40% o f  d o m e s t i c  c o n s u m p t i o n .  S o i l  
e r o s i o n ,  low p r i c e s ,  o v e r g r a z i n g ,  poor i r r i g a t i o n ,  r u ra l  
d e p o p u l a t i o n ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  d e s e r t i f i c a t i o n  have  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  w ea k e n i n g  o f  t h i s  s e c t o r . ^
The l a c k  of  e n e r g y  r e s o u r c e s  impedes  t h e  a c c e l e r a t i o n  
o f  i n d u s t r i a l  g r o w t h .  The i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r  empl oys  21% of  
t h e  l a bo r  f o r c e  ( 1981  d a t a ) .  The r e  a re  two major  t y p e s  o f  
i n d u s t r i e s  in T u n i s i a .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  or 
food  i n d u s t r y  whi ch  i n c l u d e s  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  o l i v e  o i l ,  
w i n e ,  t omato  p a s t e ,  s u g a r ,  and m e a t .  S e c o nd ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  
m e t a l  i n d u s t r y  whi ch  r e l i e s  h e a v i l y  on t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  
l e a d ,  i r o n ,  and z i n c  o r e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  T u n i s i a  has l a r g e  
p h o s p h a t e  d e p o s i t s  in t h e  r e g i o n s  o f  M e t l a o u i ,  D j e b e l  
M e d i l l a ,  and K a l a a t  D j e r d a .  The c o u n t r y  ranks  s i x t h  in t h e  
w o r l d  in t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p h o s p h a t e . ^
I n d u s t r i e s  a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in t h e  a r e a  around T u n i s .  
S f a x  i s  t he  c e n t e r  o f  s u p e r p h o s p h a t e  p r o d u c t i o n .  S o u s s e  
p r o d u c e s  o l i v e  o i l .  Ksar H l a l  i s  t he  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  
i n d u s t r y ,  and K a i ro u a n  i s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t o b a c c o  
i n d u s t r y .  The l a c k  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  in t h e  i n t e r i o r  
r e g i o n s  o f  T u n i s i a  i s  e x p l a i n e d  by t he  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  c h i e f l y ,  r a i l w a y s  and p o r t s ,  and by t h e  
s h o r t a g e  o f  s k i l l e d  l a b o r . ^
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Three  major i n t e r n a l  prob l ems  p l a g u e  t h e  T u n i s i a n  
economy:  f o r e i g n  d e b t  ( 4 . 8  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in 1 9 8 5 ) ,  a f a s t  
g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  an annual  r a t e  o f  2.6%,  and an 
i n c r e a s i n g  unemployment  r a t e  o f  15 t o  20%. M o r e o v e r ,  
s e v e r a l  e x t e r n a l  phenomena have  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  
e c o n om i c  c r i s i s  in T u n i s i a :  t h e  d e c r e a s e  in t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  
o f  o i l  and i t s  p r i c e s ,  t h e  d e c l i n e  in t o u r i s m  r e v e n u e s  due  
t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l i s m  and t h e  r i s e  o f  a n t i - W e s t e r n  
s e n t i m e n t s  in Nort h  A f r i c a  and t h e  Mi d d l e  E a s t ,  t h e  r i s e  o f  
European Economic  Community r e s t r i c t i o n s  on T u n i s i a n  e x p o r t  
p r o d u c t s  ( i . e .  w i n e ,  o l i v e  o i l ,  and c i t r u s  f r u i t s ) ,  and t h e
g
r e c u r r e n t  d r ought  in t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n s .
S o c i a l  and E t h n i c  C o m p o s i t i o n  
The T u n i s i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w hi ch  numbers 7 . 3 2  m i l l i o n s  
and e a r n s  an e s t i m a t e d  per c a p i t a  income o f  1250 d i n a r s  
( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2300 d o l l a r s )  a n n u a l l y ,  i s  d em a r c a t ed  by 
e t h n i c  and l i n g u i s t i c  h o m o g e n e i t y .  About  98 per c e n t  o f  t he  
p o p u l a t i o n  i s  composed o f  a m i x t u r e  o f  Arab and Berber  
s t o c k .  The B e r b e r s  a r e  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
T u n i s i a .  As Dwight  L.  L i ng  e x p l a i n e d ,  " t h e  t erm B e r b e r s  
p r o b a b l y  was an i n s u l t i n g  one  from t h e  Greek  Bar baro  i , L a t i n  
Barbar  i and A r a b i c  Bar b a r , names us ed  by t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o
9
d e s i g n a t e  t h o s e  who t a l k e d  a d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e . "  The 
o r i g i n  o f  t h e  T u n i s i a n  B e r b e r s  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  unknown,  due  
t o  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  w r i t t e n  documents  in B e r b e r .  Mo r e o v e r ,
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t h e r e  a r e  no a r c h e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  l e f t  f rom t h e  Berber  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  w h i c h  was c h i e f l y  n omadi c .  The T u n i s i a n  
h i s t o r i a n  Ibn Khaldoun ( 1 3 3 2 - 1 4 0 6 )  c l a i m e d  t h a t  " t h e  f i r s t  
B e r b e r s  o f  t h e  Masmouda f a m i l y  e n t e r e d  Morocco  from t h e  a r e a  
known as  t h e  S p a n i s h  S a h a r a . " ^
In c o n t r a s t  t o  such  o t h e r  Nor t h  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  as
Morocco  and A l g e r i a ,  whe re  B e r b er  t r i b e s  s t i l l  c o n s t i t u t e
s t r o n g  and d i s t i n c t  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s ,  t h e  T u n i s i a n  B e r b e r s
c o n v e r t e d  t o  I s l a m  and l e a r n e d  A r a b i c  d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e n t h  and
e l e v e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  A.  D. I n d e e d ,  T u n i s i a n s  who s t i l l
i d e n t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  as  B e r b e r s  make up a v e r y  s ma l l  m i n o r i t y
o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  As Zartman e x p l a i n s :
W i t h i n  t h e  A r a b - B e r b e r  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  North  
A f r i c a ,  t h e  T u n i s i a n s  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  a 
s e p a r a t e  n a t i o n .  P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  t h e y  a r e  
more homogeneous  than  e ve n  t h e  S o m a l i s ,  who 
a r e  a d i s t i n c t  e t h n i c  g r o u p .  . . T u n i s i a n  
e t h n i c  u n i t y  has  been  r e c a s t  out  o f  a h o s t  o f  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  i n v a d e r s  - P h o e n i c i a n s ,  Romans,  
A r a b s ,  B e r b e r s ,  e v e n  F r e nc h  and I t a l i a n s  
( t h r o u g h  c u l t u r a l ,  i f  no t  p e r s o n a l ,  
i n t e r m i n g l i n g ) .  T h i s  u n i t y  i s . b e i n g  
s o l i d i f i e d  i n  modern s o c i e t y .
Onl y  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  s m a l l  B e r b er  communi ty ,  whi ch  
c o n s t i t u t e s  l e s s  t han  2% p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  T u n i s i a n  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  s t i l l  u s e s  t h e  B e r b er  l a n g u a g e .  B e r b e r s  a r e  
found  m a i n l y  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  D j e r b a ,  o f f  t h e  c o a s t ,  and in 
t h e  o a s e s  o f  t h e  S a h a r a ,  w he r e  t h e y  s t i l l  l i v e  as  nomadic  
t r i b e s .
The s u c c e e d i n g  wave s  o f  European s e t t l e r s ,  p r i m a r i l y  
Fr e nc h  and I t a l i a n s ,  had s o c i a l  and e c o n o m i c  e f f e c t s ,  but
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t h i s  f o r e i g n  i n f l u e n c e  d i d  not  a l t e r  t h e  e t h n i c  h o mo ge n e i t y
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  J e w i s h  community was a l s o
i n f l u e n t i a l  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l o n i z a t i o n  p e r i o d .  At  i n d e p e n d e n c e
in 19 5 6 ,  5 8 , 0 0 0  Jews l i v e d  in T u n i s i a ;  mos t  T u n i s i a n  Jews
e m i g r a t e d  t o  Europe and I s r a e l  a f t e r  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e
A r a b - I s r a e l i  war in J u n e ,  1967 ,  when a n t i - J e w i s h  f e e l i n g s
s u r f a c e d  in T u n i s i a .  Remnants  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  community s t i l l
l i v e  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  D j e r b a .  They speak A r a b i c  and e n g a ge
12in  b u s i n e s s  and t r a d e .
T r i b a l  and c l a n  g r o u p i n g s ,  b a s ed  on b l o o d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s
and on land  o w n e r s h i p ,  we r e  t h e  main u n i t s  o f  s o c i a l
13s t r u c t u r e  in T u n i s i a  f o r  bot h  Arabs  and B e r b e r s .  In
c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  Nor t h  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  ho w e v e r ,  T u n i s i a
w i t n e s s e d  t h e  w e a k e n i n g  and g r a d u a l  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t r i b a l
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n d e e d ,  i t  was m a i n l y  f o r e i g n  i n v a s i o n s  t h a t
1*
made T u n i s i a n s  a c o s m o p o l i t a n  p e o p l e .
D ur i n g  t h e  T u r k i s h  r u l e  and t h e  F r e nc h  c o l o n i a l  e r a ,  
f ou r  p r i n c i p a l  s o c i a l  gr o u p s  e x i s t e d .  At t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
h i e r a r c h y  was t h e  urban a r i s t o c r a c y  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t he  
b a l d i ; a l l  o t h e r  c i t y  d w e l l e r s  we r e  c a l l e d  t h e  t u n s i .
D u r i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  e r a ,  t h e  r i c h  b a l d i  f a m i l i e s  we r e  
c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  ^ 1ama, and c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  w hi ch  formed t h e  O l d - D e s t o u r  P a r t y  
( C o n s t i t u t i o n  P a r t y ) .  The ^ r a b i  were  t h e  m a i n l y  nomadic  
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  s e m i a r i d  r e g i o n s  and t h e  S a h a r a .  The s e d e n t a r y
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v i l l a g e r s  were  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  a f a k i . Today ,  t h e  
d i s t i n c t i o n  among c l a s s e s  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i s a p p e a r i n g ;  o n l y  
t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t we e n  b a l d i  and ^ r a b  i i s  s t i l l  
s i g n i f i c a n t .  The i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  
t h a t  t h e  ^ r a b i  s p e ak  a d i f f e r e n t  d i a l e c t  o f  A r a b i c ,  d r e s s  
d i f f e r e n t l y ,  and have  d i s t i n c t  c us t oms  and l i f e  s t y l e s .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y  l o o ke d  down on by t h e  c i t y  
d w e l l e r s  ( t h e  b a l d i ) .  ^
New groups  a r e  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  o l d  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s .
F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  a new W e s t e r n - e d u c a t e d  e l i t e ,  c o m p r i s e d  o f  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s ,  u n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e s ,  and 
b u s i n e s s m e n ,  who a r e  co mmi t t e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l opme n t  and 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o l l o w i n g  We s t e r n  p a t t e r n s .  
S e c o n d ,  t h e r e  i s  a new m i d d l e  c l a s s ,  formed c h i e f l y  o f  
f a rme r s  o f  t h e  S ah e l  and urban s e l f - e m p l o y e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  and 
s h o p k e e p e r s .  The t h i r d  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  u n s k i l l e d  and 
o f t e n  unemployed urban p e o p l e  hudd l ed  in t h e  e x t r e m e l y  poor  
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  c a l l e d  g o u r b i - v i 1 l e s , f ound in t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  in T u n i s .  S i n c e  
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e  gap b e t we e n  urban and r u r a l  g r o u p s  has  
been  w i d e n i n g  due t o  t h e  pr ob l e m o f  m i g r a t i o n  from t h e  poor  
and u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  i n t e r i o r  and n o n - i n d u s t r i a l  r e g i o n s  o f  
t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  c i t i e s .
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P r e - I s l a m i c  H i s t o r i c a l  e v o l u t i o n
T u n i s i a ' s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  e x p o s e d  i t  t o
s e v e r a l  c o n q u e s t s  and c i v i l i z a t i o n s . ^  P a u t a r d  d e p i c t e d  t h e
c u l t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  w e a l t h  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  when he w r o t e :
T u n i s i a  i s  a horn l and  d o i n g  s e n t r y  f o r  a 
c o n t i n e n t ;  t h e  s l e n d e r  ar c h  o f  a b r i d g e  o v e r  
t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  s e a ;  t h e  vanguard  o f  a 
r e f i n e d  I s l a m .  . . A f r i c a  and E u r o pe ,  I s l a m  
and C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  E a s t  and W e s t ,  have  had 
r e ma r ka bl e  e n c o u n t e r s  h e r e ,  w i t h  h i s t o r y  
r e v e r b e r a t e s  s t i l l ,  and whose  t r a c e  i s  
i m p r i n t e d  f o r e v e r  on t he  c o u n t r y  s i d e :  t h e  
m a r i n e  r u i n s  a t  A m i l c a r ,  s t i l l  murmuring  
a f t e r  t he  g r e a t  c l a s h  b e t we e n  t h e  a r m i e s  o f  
Rome and C a r t h a g e ;  c h a n n e l s ,  now s i l t e d  up,  
whe r e  f o r m e r l y  t h e  heavy  P u n i c  s h i p s  put  i n t o  
p o r t ;  t e m p l e s ,  a m p h i t h e a t r e s ,  c o l umns  and  
p e d i m e n t s  whe re  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  c e n t u r i e s  and 
t h e  b r e a t h  o f  w i n d s  have  d e p o s i t e d  in t i m e - . ^  
worn c a v i t i e s  u n us ua l  and u n t i d y  g a r l a n d s .
I n d e e d ,  t h e  l o n g  span o f  T u n i s i a n  h i s t o r y  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  summarize  and c a p t u r e  in a b r i e f  s p a c e .  An e f f o r t  w i l l  
be made t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  major  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  
d e v e 1o pme n t .
In t h e  f i r s t  m i l l i n i u m  B.  C.  , P h o e n e c i a n s  e s t a b l i s h e d
many s e t t l e m e n t s  in t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n ,  t h e  mos t  i m p or t a n t  o f
18w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  C a r t h a g e  and U t i c a .  The  
C a r t h a g e n i a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a t t a i n e d  i t s  peak in t h e  f o u r t h  
c e n t u r y  B.  C.  The b l o o d y  P u n i c  Wars be t we e n  C a r t h a g e  and 
Rome,  f o u g h t  from 262 B.  C.  t o  146 B.  C . , put  an end t o  t h i s  
c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Romans c o n q u er e d  and d e s t r o y e d  C a r t h a g e  
a n n e x i n g  i t  t o  t h e  Roman e m p i r e .
A f r i c a  Romana ( C a r t h a g e ,  t o d a y  T u n i s i a )  became t h e  
Roman E m p i r e ' s  c h i e f  p r o v i d e r  o f  f o o d ,  p r i m a r i l y  o l i v e  o i l
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and g r a i n s .  The p r o v i n c e  e n j o y e d  a 4 0 0 - y e a r  p e r i o d  o f
p r o s p e r i t y  and p e a c e  under a common l e g a l  s y s t e m  and a Roman 
19i d e n t i t y .  As Ke nnet h  3 .  P e r k i n s  e x p l a i n e d :
The i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  modern T u n i s i a  i n t o  t he  
Roman s p h e r e  r e i n f o r c e d  l i n k a g e s  t o  t he  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  w o r l d  t h a t  had begun t o  form in 
t h e  C a r t h a g i n i a n  e r a .  Under Rome' s  a e g i s ,  
p e o p l e  and i d e a s  from M e d i t e r r a n e a n  E u r o p e ,  
o f t e n  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  f o r c e s  t h a t  woul d  s ha pe  
c r i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  in l a t e r  T u n i s i a n  
h i s t o r y ,  e x e r t e d  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e .  . . .  As Roman i n t e r e s t s  
t h r e a t e n e d  t o  r e l e g a t e  many B e r b e r s  t o  a 
m a r g i n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  t e n s i o n s  b e t w e e n  t he  
nomadic  and s e d e n t a r y  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n c r e a s e d ,  
f i n d i n g  e x p r e s s i o n  in a v a r i e t y  o f  ways  
i n c l u d i n g  r e l i g i o n .  Few o f  r u r a l  A f r i c a n s  
who c o n v e r t e d  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  e v e r  c o m p l e t e l y  
abandoned pre-Roman t r a d i t i o n s  and p r a c t i c e s .
. . . The D o n a t i s t  s c h i s m  g av e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
p e a s a n t r y  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
i t s e l f  from u r b a n - b a s e d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  g ^ a s s  
w i t h  w hi ch  i t  had l i t t l e  in common. . .
In 4 2 8 ,  t h e  Germani c  t r i b e  o f  Va nd a l s  m i g r a t e d  from 
S p a i n  and c o n q u e r e d  T u n i s i a .  They r u l e d  u n t i l  5 3 3 .  The  
Vandal  k i n g s  r e f u s e d  t o  a c t  a s  t h e  f e d e r a t e d  a l l i e s  o f  t h e  
Roman Empi re ,  now in C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  They e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n t  s o v e r e i g n t y  t h r o u g h  s t r e n g t h  and 
a g r e s s i v e n e s s . The Vandal  a r i s t o c r a c y  c o n f i s c a t e d  t h e  land  
f rom t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  and d e v e l o p e d  a p r o s p e r o u s  
and s t a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy.  The V and a l s  w e r e  A r i a n s  
and s e g r e g a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  from a l l  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s .  They  
p e r s e c u t e d  t h e  h a p l e s s  C h r i s t i a n s  in t h e  a r e a ,  but  u n l i k e  
t h e  Romans,  t h e  V a n d a l s  d i d  n o t  d e v e l o p  s t r o n g  m i l i t a r y  
d e f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  Be r b e r  a t t a c k s .  T h i s  f a i l u r e  p l u s  t h e  l a c k  
o f  ".  . . c u l t u r a l  b a g g a ge  t o  d e v i s e  t h e  mechani sms  o f  a
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21p e r m a ne n t ,  v i a b l e  s t a t e "  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f
Vandal  r u l e  in Nor t h  A f r i c a .
The B y z a n t i n e s *  a r r i v a l  in Nor t h  A f r i c a  ended Vandal
r u l e  in 5 3 3 .  B y z a n t i n e  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t h e i r
c i t i e s  and farms in t h e  n o r t h e r n  and c o a s t a l  r e g i o n s  o f
T u n i s i a  t o  a v o i d  Be r b e r  a t t a c k s .  The B y z a n t i n e s  f o c u s e d
t h e i r  e f f o r t  on e c o no mi c  d e v e l o p m e n t  in t h e  hope o f
b r i n g i n g  back t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  Roman
c i v i l i z a t i o n .  T h e i r  e f f o r t s  w e r e  not  o n l y  h i n d e r e d  by
r e p e a t e d  Berber  r a i d s ,  l e d  m a i n l y  by t h e  f e a r e d  c h i e f
A n t a l a s ,  but  we r e  a l s o  p l a g u e d  by r e l i g i o u s  d i s s e n t  from
t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  r e f u s e d  t o  a d h e r e  t o  t h e
Monophyte  d o c t r i n e  u p h e l d  by t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Emperor
3 u s t i n i a n .  The w e a k e n e s s  o f  t h e  B y z a n t i n e s  and t h e i r
f a i l u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  sound l e a d e r s h i p  p r e p a r e d  A f r i c a  f o r  t h e
22a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Arabs  who i n v a de d  t h e  r e g i o n  in 6 47 .
I s l a m i c  C on q u e s t  
The commander o f  t h e  Arab a r m i e s ,  Okba Ibn N a fa a ,  
f ounde d  t he  c i t y  o f  K a i ro u a n  (A1-Qayrawan)  in 670 A.  D. f o r
s t r a t e g i c  r e a s o n s .  The c i t y  was b u i l t  in t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a
p l a i n  away from B y z a n t i n e - h e l d  C a r t h a g e  in t h e  Nort h  and t h e  
B e r b e r - h e l d  Numi dia  m o u n t a i n s  in  t h e  s o u t h .  Okba s e t  out  
from Kai rouan  t o  c onquer  t h e  Maghreb.  He advanced  as  f a r  as  
Moroc co  but  was k i l l e d  by K u s a i l a ,  t h e  Berb er  l e a d e r  in
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The Umayyad C a l i p h a t e  r e v i v e d  Arab- Mus l i m i n t e r e s t  in
I f r i q i y a  ( No r t h  A f r i c a ) .  In 6 9 1 ,  t h e  Arab Hassan ibn Numan
d e f e a t e d  t h e  Be r be r  warr i or - woman a l - K a h i n a .  Ka i rouan  once
a g a i n  became t h e  c e n t e r  from whi ch  e x p e d i t i o n s  d e p a r t e d  to
conquer  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Maghreb.  Under t h e  Sunni  Umayyad
r u l e ,  t h e  B e r b e r s  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  I s l a m  but  we r e  d e n i e d
e q u a l  r i g h t s  w i t h  t h e  A r a b s .  The Musl im Umayyads c o n s i d e r e d
t h e  B e r b e r s  t o  be r a c i a l l y  and s o c i a l l y  i n f e r i o r  and
24s u b j e c t e d  them t o  h i g h e r  t a x a t i o n .  I t  i s  i mp o r t an t  t o
n o t e  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  t h a t  t h e  B e r b e r s '  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  I s l a m
p r e c e d e d  t he  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e i r  A r a b i z a t i o n .  I n d e e d ,  t h e
Umayyad's  e l i t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  and t h e i r  s e g r e g a t i o n i s t
p o l i c i e s  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  B e r b e r s '  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  A r a b i c
l a n g u a g e  and bro u g h t  about  a n t a g o n i s m  and b i t t e r n e s s  among
t h e  B e r b e r s .  I t  was t h e s e  a n t i - Umayyad  s e n t i m e n t s  t h a t
25a t t r a c t e d  t h e  B e r b e r s  t o  S h i ' i s m .
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  i t  was t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  
and p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  and no t  c o n c e p t s  o f  r e l i g i o n  t h a t  
a t t r a c t e d  t h e  B e r b e r  t r i b e s  t o  t he  S h i ' i t e  branch o f  I s l a m .  
I n d e e d ,  t h e  S h i ' i t e s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  e v e r y  p i o u s  Musl im  
c o u l d  become t h e  C a l i p h  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c cumma. T h i s  c r u c i a l  
a s p e c t  o f  T u n i s i a n  h i s t o r y  marks t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  be t w e e n  mosque and s t a t e .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  Berber  
r e b e l l i o n  g a i n s t  t h e  Sunni  Umayyads and t h e  Be r be r  e s p o u s a l  
o f  S h i ' i t e  d o c t r i n e  w er e  no t  b a s e d  on p h i l o s o p h i c a l  or  
t h e o l o g i c a l  r e a s o n s  but  we r e  p r i m a r i l y  r e a c t i o n s  t o  a s o c i a l
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phenomenon,  t h e  r a c i s t  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  Umayyads .  In de e d ,  
d e s p i t e  r i g o u r o u s  a t t e m p t s  o f  t h e  Abbas i d  g o v e r n o r s - - w h o  
r e p l a c e d  t h e  Umayyads in 750 - - t o  c o u n t e r a c t  S h i ' i t e  
s e n t i m e n t s ,  t h e  B e r b e r s  remai ned f a i t h f u l  t o  S h i ' i s m .  The 
l i n k  among t h e  s o c i a l  , e c o n o m i c ,  and r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l  
s p h e r e s  in T u n i s i a n  s o c i e t y  w i l l  be d e v e l o p e d  f u r t h e r  in 
C ha p t er  S e v e n .
In 8 0 0 ,  t h e  A b b as i d  C a l i p h ,  Haroun a l - R a s h i d ,  a p p o i n t e d  
I br a h i m Ibn a l - A g h l a b  as  Emir t o  r u l e  I f r i q u i a .  The  
A g h l a b i d  D y n a s t y ,  t h e  f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  d y n a s t y  in T u n i s i a ,  
marked t h e  " g o l d e n  age" o f  t h e  r e g i o n  and saw t h e  
d ev e l o p m e n t  o f  a u n i q u e  I s l a m i c  i d e n t i t y .  Ka i ro ua n  became  
t h e  u n c o n t e s t e d  Sunni  r e l i g i o u s ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  
c a p i t a l  o f  Nor t h  A f r i c a .  The r e p u t a t i o n  o f  K a i ro u a n  in 
I s l a m i c  t r a d i t i o n  grew t r e m e n d o u s l y ,  and t h e  c i t y  became,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  c u s t o m ,  t h e  t h i r d  h o l y  c i t y  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  
wo r 1d . ^
I t  was t h e  F a t i m i d s  ( d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  
Mohammad's d a u g h t e r  F a t i ma )  who founded t h e  S h i ' i t e  d y n a s t y  
in  No r t h  A f r i c a .  The Sunni  culama and f o l l o w e r s  o f  t h e r  
b r a n c h e s  o f  I s l a m  w e r e  p e r s e c u t e d .  U b a i d a l l a h ,  t h e  F a t i m i d  
l e a d e r ,  changed t h e  c a p i t a l  from Kai rouan  t o  Mahdiyya - - t h e  
c i t y  o f  mahdi - -  on t h e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  
The B e r b e r s ,  c h i e f l y  t h e  w a r r i o r  t r i b e s  o f  Ketama and 
S a n h a j a ,  we r e  t h e  main s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  F a t i m i d s .
By 9 6 9 ,  t h e  F a t i m i d s  moved t o  t h e  newly  e s t a b l i s h e d
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c i t y  o f  C a i r o ,  E g y p t ,  whe re  t h e y  s e t  up t h e i r  new 
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  e n t r u s t i n g  t h e  governemnt  o f  t h e  Maghreb t o  
t h e i r  Be r b e r  v a s s a l s ,  t h e  Z i r i d s .  B e r b e r s  w e r e  a b l e  t o
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  h o l d  in North  A f r i c a  and t o  c r e a t e  a s t a t e
27t a i l o r e d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  Be r be r  m a j o r i t y .
The Berber  Z i r i d  Emir ,  a l - M o i z z  ibn B a d i s ,  broke  o f f  
w i t h  t h e  F a t i m i d s  and d e c l a r e d  h i m s e l f  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  C a i r o .  
For t h e  s ak e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l ,  he r e n o u n c e d  S h i ' i s m  and 
embraced t h e  Sunni  d o c t r i n e  in o r d e r  t o  g a i n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f
t h e  S u n n i - M a i i k i  culama o f  Ka i r o ua n  and d i s s i p a t e  t h e  a n t i -
28S h i ' i s m  e x p r e s s e d  by h i s  n on - Be r b e r  s u b j e c t s .  The F a t i m i d
a l - M u s t a n s i r  t ook  r e v e n g e  on i b n - B a d i s  by s e n d i n g  t h e  t r i b e s
o f  Ben i  H i l a l  ( t h e  H i l a l i a n s )  and Beni  S u l a i m  from t h e  Upper
Egypt  V a l l e y  i n t o  No r t h  A f r i c a .  T h e s e  t r i b e s  r u i n e d
K a i r o u an  and h e l d  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  o t h e r  c i t i e s  t o  ransom.
They burned l i b r a r i e s ,  d e s t r o y e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  and l a i d  w a s t e
29e v e r y  t h i n g  b e f o r e  them.  The d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
H i l a l i a n s  , d e s c r i b e d  in d e t a i l  by t h e  h i s t o r i a n  i b n -  
Khaldun ( 1 3 3 2 - 1 4 0 6 ) ,  had one  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  t h a t  p l a y e d  a 
c e n t r a l  p l a c e  in  T u n i s i a n  h i s t o r y ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  t o t a l  
A r a b i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  B e r b e r s .
The Sunni  r u l e  o f  Almohad B e r b e r s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  Nor t h  A f r i c a ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  in T u n i s i a ,  
b et w e e n  1145 and 122 7 .  For t h e  f i r s t  t i me  i n  h i s t o r y  t h e  
Almohad B e r b e r s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  u n i t e  t h e  Maghr i b  under a 
s i n g l e  r u l e ,  s t r e t c h i n g  from A g a d i r  in Morocco  t o  T r i p o l i  in
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3 0L i b y a .  Almohad r u l e  in T u n i s i a  l a s t e d  u n t i l  1227;
whe r e u p o n ,  i t  was r e p l a c e d  by t h e  H a f s i d  d y n a s t y .  A f t e r  t he
e me r g e nc e  o f  t h e  H a f s i d  as  t he  d y n a s t i c  power in T u n i s i a ,
Arab ,  as  oppose d  t o  B e r b e r ,  c u l t u r e  became dominant  d e s p i t e
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  H a f s i d  f a m i l y  o r i g i n a t e d  from Berber
t r i b e s .  T u n i s ,  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  became t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a
f l o u r i s h i n g  c u l t u r e  a s  w e l l  as  an i mp o r t a n t  c e n t e r  o f  t r a d e
in North  A f r i c a .  The H a f s i d  kingdom l a s t e d  in T u n i s i a  f o r
more than t h r e e  hundred y e a r s  u n t i l  i t  was ended by t he
3 1a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Turks  in 1574 .
' Ottoman Hegemony
Dur i ng  t he  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  T u r k i s h  p i r a t e s  dominated
t h e  e a s t e r n  M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  In 15 7 4 ,  t h e  B a r b a r o s s a
b r o t h e r s ,  Aruj and Kha i r  A dd i n ,  t h e  c o r s a i r s  mos t  f e a r e d  by
Europeans  and M u s l i m s ,  s e i z e d  T u n i s  and made i t  a p r o v i n c e
32o f  t h e  Ottoman e m p i r e .  H u s s e i n  b i n - A l i  f ounded t h e  Bey
d y n a s t y  in T u n i s i a .  T h i s  monarchy r u l e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r
many g e n e r a t i o n s .  P i e r r e  R o s s i  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  " i t  i s
b e l i e v e d  t o  have ended in 1881 ,  but  in f a c t  i t  went  on
beyond t h a t .  For i t  was o n l y  by t h e  t r e a t y  o f  S e v r e s ,
s i g n e d  in 1920 ,  t h a t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  o f f i c i a l l y  w a i v e d  i t s
33r i g h t s  over  T u n i s i a . "  By t h e  year  1610 ,  T u n i s i a  was  
c o m p l e t e l y  under Ottoman B e y l i c a l  r u l e .  In t h e  l a t e  17th  
and e a r l y  18 th  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  c o u n t r y  underwent  e c onomi c
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d e v e l o p m e n t  e s p e c i a l l y  in i r r i g a t e d  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  market
g a r d e n i n g ,  commerce ,  s i l k  i n d u s t r y ,  and s hash  i a  ( f e z )
p r o d u c t i o n .  T h i s  d ev e l op me n t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  M o r i s c o s  who had been e x p e l l e d  from
S pa i n  in t he  16th  C e n t ur y  and m i g r a t e d  t o  North A f r i c a .
H u s s e i n  b e n - A l i , a j a n i s s a r y  o f  Greek o r i g i n ,  founded
t h e  Bey d y n a s t y  in T u n i s i a .  Beys  h e l d  bo t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  and
e x e c u t i v e  powers  o f  t he  s t a t e ,  l i m i t e d  o n l y  by t h e  r e l i g i o u s
law ( S h a r i  a ) .  They were  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f
r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s ,  who h a n dl e d  j u d i c i a l  m a t t e r s .  The c a i d s ,
a g e n t s  a p p o i n t e d  by t he  monarch,  g o v e r n e d  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s
w i t h  t h e  Shaykhs  who were  t he  l e a d e r s  o f  t he  v i l l a g e s  and 
34t r i b e s .  Ottoman r u l e  had a l a s t i n g  impact  on T u n i s i a .
The e r a  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by p r o s p e r o u s  a g r i c u l t u r e  and
f o r e i g n  t r a d e .  T u n i s  became a t h r i v i n g  c i t y .  The Beys  l a i d
t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  T u n i s i a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  and b u i l t
madras as  ( t r a d i t i o n a l  s c h o o l s )  and mosques  t o  p r o p a g a t e
I s l a m i c  t e a c h i n g s  and p r i n c i p l e s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y .  Ottoman
r u l e  was p o l i t i c a l l y  c o r r u p t  and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  imposed
h i g h  t a x e s  on an i m p o v e r i s h e d  p o p u l a t i o n  and p e r m i t t e d  a
c r i p p l i n g  l e v e l  o f  f o r e i g n  d e b t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  F r e n c h .
F a i l u r e  t o  pay t h i s  debt  l e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  French  
35c o l o n i a l  r u l e .
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C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d
I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  in a b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  t o  summarize t he  
c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  a d e q u a t e l y ,  nor i s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  our  
p u r p o s e .  F r a n c e  f i r s t  e n t e r e d  T u n i s i a  in 1888 and f i n a l l y  
g r a n t e d  t he  c o u n t r y  i n d e p e n d e n c e  on March 2 0 ,  1 95 6 .  Dur i ng  
t h i s  s e v e n t y - f i v e  year  p e r i o d ,  T u n i s i a  was a p a r t  o f  t he  
French  empi re  and was r u l e d  by a s e r i e s  o f  c o l o n i a l  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  For our p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  Fre nc h  c o l o n i a l  ism w e r e :  t h e  r e l a t i o n  
bet ween  mosque and Fre nc h  c o l o n i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t he  
p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  and t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .
B i s h o p  C h a r l e s  A l l e mand L a v i g e r i e ' s  m i s s i o n  was t o
c o n v e r t  T u n i s i a  and t h e  r e s t  o f  Nor t h  A f r i c a  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y
f or  t he  g l o r y  o f  F r a n c e .  He e s t a b l i s h e d  s c h o o l s  and
h o s p i t a l s  among w h i c h  were  t h e  S o c i d t d  d e s  M i s s i o n n a i r e s
d 1Af r i que  and t h e  S o e u rs  Mi s s i o n n a i r e s  de N o t r e  Dame 
36d' Af  r i q u e . B i s h o p  L a v i g e r i e  d e c l a r e d :
. . . The f l a g  and name o f  F r a n c e  a r e  engaged  
in  such an e n t r e p r i s e .  . . . P r a i s e  t o  God 
t h a t  t h i s  t r iumph o f  F r a n c e  g r a n t  t h e  f i n a l  
v i c t o r y  o f  t he  C h r i s t i a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  in t h e  
b a r b a r i a n  c o u n t r i e s .
The T u n i s i a n  cu l a m a ' s  i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  French  
o c c u p a t i o n  was somewhat p a s s i v e ,  in t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t he y  were  
not  m i l i t a n t  in t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  French  r u l e .  I nde ed ,  
t he y  e ve n  went  f u r t h e r  t o  p o i n t  out  t h a t  a 1 - j i had ( h o l y  war 
a g a i n s t  i n f i d e l s )  woul d  be i n e f f e c t i v e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Some 
r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  used  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  " t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e
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p o p u l a t i o n  t o  submi t  p e a c e f u l l y ,  a l t h o u g h  in most  c a s e s  such
[ s h e i k s ]  were  p r o b a b l y  m o t i v a t e d  by a d e s i r e  t o  a v o i d
b l o o d s h e d  r a t h e r  than by a d e s i r e  t o  c u r r y  t h e  i n v a d e r s '
38f a v o r . "  Ar no l d  Green e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  " t he  h o s t i l i t y  o f  t he  
Tun i s i an culama was e x p r e s s e d ,  h o we v e r ,  but  in more s u b t l e  
w a y s - - e . g .  s o c i a l  i n s u l a r i t y  and o b s t r u c t i o n i s m .  T h i s  
l a t t e r  t a c t i c .  . . became t h e  t o o l  o f  t h e culama for
39a t t e m p t i n g  to  c o u n t e r  Fre nc h  r e f o r m i s t  i n i t i a t i v e s . "
C o n v e r t i n g  Mus l ims  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  was i n d e e d  a
d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  t o  a c c o m p l i s h .  L a v i g e r i e  was c o m p e l l e d  to
change  h i s  t a c t i c s  in l a t e r  y e a r s .  "He s h i f t e d  from h i s
e a r l y  hope o f  a wave o f  c o n v e r s i o n s  to  a s s i m i l a t i o n  t hrough
s c h o o l s  and c h a r i t y  t o  a w a r n i n g  t o  h i s  m i s s i o n a r i e s  n o t  t o
e x p e c t  any d e f i n i t e  r e s u l t s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  one  t ho us a nd  
40y e a r s . "  M o r e o v e r ,  L a v i g e r i e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i t  woul d  be a
c r i m e  or an a c t  o f  madness  " t o  o v e r e x i t e ,  by a c t s  o f  an
u n wi se  p r o s e l y t i s m ,  t h e  f a n a t i c i s m  o f  . . . Mus l im  
41p o p u l a t  i o n s . "
The French  p r o t e c t o r a t e  in T u n i s i a  a l s o  p l a n t e d  t h e
s e e d s  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  modern economy.  T h i s  f o u n d a t i o n
" pl a y e d  a v i t a l  r o l e  in c o n d i t i o n i n g  t h e  T u n i s i a n  m e n t a l i t y  
42t o  modern i sm. "  The f l o w  o f  Fre nc h  and European immi grants
i n t o  T u n i s i a  b r o ug h t  about  demands for  f a c i l i t i e s  such as
s c h o o l s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  r o a d s ,  and banks  t o  p r o v i d e  a We s t er n
43e n v i r o n m e n t  f or  Europeans  in T u n i s i a .
The impact  o f  Fre nc h  c o l o n i a l i s m  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  f e l t
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in a g r i c u l t u r e .  B e f o r e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e
p r o t e c t o r a t e ,  40 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a r a b l e  land was babous
( c a l l e d  waqf  in o t h e r  Mus l i m c o u n t r i e s ) ,  t h a t  i s ,  p r o p e r t y
h e l d  by r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  as  endowments  f o r  t h e
m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  mosques  and t h e  s u pp o r t  o f  r e l i g i o u s
e d u c a t i o n .  By 1892 ,  Fre nc h  s e t t l e r s  owned more than o n e -
f i f t h  o f  t h e  b e s t  land in T u n i s i a ,  and l a r g e - s c a l e  fa r mi ng
c o mp an i e s  h e l d  g r e a t  c o m p e t i t i v e  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  t he  s m a l l -
44s c a l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  on T u n i s i a n - o w n e d  l a n d .
In t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a ,  t h e  Fre nc h  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t h e i r
e f f o r t s  upon d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m i n i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e
45d i s c o v e r y  o f  p h o s p h a t e s  in t h e  1850s  in t h e  S o u t h .  The  
Fre nc h  i n v e s t e d  in s h i p p i n g ,  b a n k i n g ,  and began t o  m e c h a n i z e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  F o r e i g n  t r a d e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100 b i l l i o n  o l d  f r a n c s  by 1 9 5 5 .  As R o s s i  
e x p l a i n s ,  "no one a t t e m p t s  t o  deny t h e s e  f i g u r e s .  No one  
d e n i e s  e i t h e r  t h a t  t h i s  w e a l t h  was in t h e  hands  o f  non-  
T u n i s i a n s . " ^
A t r a d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  was a l r e a d y  d e v e l o p e d  
in  T u n i s i a  b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  F r e n c h .  The Zaytouna  
mo s que ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  was t h e  c e n t e r  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  and 
o f  c l a s s i c i a l  I s l a m i c  s t u d i e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  were  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0 , 0 0 0  K u t t a b s  s c a t t e r e d  around t h e  c o u n t r y .
In t h e  K u t t a b s , c h i l d r e n  l e a r n e d  t h e  Koran by h e a r t  and t h e  
A r a b i c  a l p h a b e t .  In 1875 ,  b e f o r e  t h e  Fre nc h  c o l o n i z a t i o n ,  
t h e  S a d i q i  C o l l e g e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by Kayr a l - d i n  a l - T u n i s i
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in  "an a t t e m p t  t o  marry We s t e r n  t e c h n i q u e  t o  t h e  Arabo-
L7
I s l a m i c  h e r i t a g e .  The r e  were  e v e n  some p r e - P r o t e c t o r a t e
48p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  t h a t  e d u c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  C a t h o l i c s .
The European community i n s t i t u t e d  a dual  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .
One s y s t e m  t a u g h t  a l l  s u b j e c t s  in F r e n c h ,  w i t h  s t a n d a r d s
s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  in F r a n c e .  The o t h e r  s y s t e m  o f f e r e d
i n s t r u c t i o n  in b o t h  Fre nc h  and A r a b i c ,  w i t h  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f
49t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  North  A f r i c a ' s  h i s t o r y  and g e o g r a p h y .
A l l  s c h o o l s  w e r e  open t o  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s  and r e l i g i o u s  
g r o u p s ,  but  as  Micaud e x p l a i n e d ,  " i t  was o f t e n  e a s y  t o  turn  
away t h e  T u n i s i a n  Mus l i m b e c a u s e  he was not  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
p r e p a r e d ,  d i d  not  know F r e nc h  w e l l  enou gh ,  or was t o o  
o l d . " 50
A l t h o u g h  some c omme nt a t or s  q u e s t i o n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  Fre nc h  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  T u n i s i a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  t h e  
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  Fre nc h  r u l e  in t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  a u t h o r ' s  f i r s t - h a n d  k no wl ed g e  and e x p e r i e n c e ,  was t he  
f o u n d a t i o n  in T u n i s i a  o f  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a sound and modern  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  w hi ch  i s  s e r v i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  
c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .
The major  e f f e c t s  o f  t he  Fre nc h  P r o t e c t o r a t e  on 
T u n i s i a n  s o c i e t y ,  w hi c h  p re p a r e d  f o r  t h e  r i s e  o f  
n a t i o n a l i s m ,  can be summarized in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  by 
Cl ement  Moore:
W i t h i n  f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
t h e  P r o t e c t o r a t e ,  modern s o c i e t y  had been  
c r e a t e d ,  c e n t e r e d  on t he  c o l o n s ;  y e t  a 
t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y ,  in p a r t  d i s r u p t e d ,
R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .
1 5 4
e x i s t e d  a l o n g s i d e ,  u n a s s i m i l a t e d  t o  t h e  new 
o r d e r .  . . . New c l a s s e s  w e r e  e me r g i n g  t h a t  
w er e  a l i e n a t e d  in a d o u b l e  s e n s e ,  in bo t h  
s o c i e t i e s ;  t h e  e d u c a t e d  c o u n t e r - e l i t e ,  t h e  
s t u d e n t s ,  and an i n d u s t r i a l  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  a 
c l e r i c a l  c l a s s ,  and e ve n  a r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  
o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r ke r s  on c o l o n  f arms .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  in T u n i s i a  t h e  s e t t l e r s  would be 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r o n g  to  u n d e r c u t  a l l  French  
Government  e f f o r t s  a t  r e f o r m,  t h u s  e n s u r i n g  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  t e n s i o n  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t he  
u n f o l d i n g  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  d i a l e c t i c .
R i s e  o f  N a t i o n a l i s m  and S t r u g g l e  f o r  Ind e pe nd e n c e
The P a n - I s l a m i c  movement ,  whi ch  emerged in t he  l a t t e r
h a l f  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  formed t he  e s s e n t i a l  background
52f or  Arab n a t i o n a l i s m .  Most  o f  t h e  e a r l y  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e
T u n i s i a n  n a t i o n a l i s t  movement came from t h e  S a d i q i  C o l l e g e
S o c i e t y  and from t h e  " i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  o f  t h e  Grand Mosque
53Z i t o u n a  in T u n i s . "  They a t t e m p t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a T u n i s i a n  
i d e n t i t y  and demanded s o c i a l  re forms  from t h e  c o l o n s  ( Fr e nc h  
s e t t l e r s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ) .  Among t h e s e  e a r l y  
n a t i o n a l i s t s  we r e  B e c h i r  S f a r ,  a g r a d u a t e  from t h e  S a d i k i  
C o l l e g e  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  b a b o u s , and A1i  Bash Hamba,  
f ounde r  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  newspaper  Le T u n i s i e n .
A f t e r  World War 1,  T u n i s i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m  r e c e i v e d  a new 
i m p e t u s .  In 1920 t h e  Young T u n i s i a n s  founde d  t h e  D e s t o u r  
P a r t y  ( C o n s t i t u t i o n  P a r t y ) ,  composed m a i n l y  o f  t he  e d u c a t e d  
e l i t e .  The p a r t y  l a c k e d  formal  s t r u c t u r e  and was bas ed  on a 
" l o o s e  c o a l i t i o n "  o f  a number o f  e l e m e n t s  w i t h  d i f f e r i n g  
and a t  t i m e s  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  o p i n i o n s .  As C h a r l e s  A. Mecaud 
e x p l a i n e d :
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I t s  i n t e r n a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  we r e  l e g i o n :  I t  
was a r a d i c a l  group in t h e  demands i t  made on 
t h e  F r e n c h ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  y e t  i t 5ft 
was s o c i a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e .
In s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t he  P a r t y  a t t r a c t e d  many 
s y m p a t h i z e r s  be t we e n  1920 and 1922 and became t he  o n l y
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p o l i t i c a l  a p p a r a t u s  o f  t h a t  e r a .
In 1933 t h e  D e s t o u r  p a r t y  s p l i t  and g av e  b i r t h  t o  t he  
N e o - D e s t o u r  p a r t y .  Habib B o u r g u i b a  emerged on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s c e n e  as  one o f  t h e  mos t  a c t i v e  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s  o f  
t h e  newly  formed p a r t y . M o s t  s t u d e n t s  o f  North  A f r i c a n  
p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g e n e r a l l y  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  
t r a d i t i o n a l i s m ,  i n f l e x i b i l i t y ,  r e l i g i o u s  " f un d a m e n t a l i s m " ,  
and s o c i a l  r e a c t i o n i s m  t o  t h e  o l d  D e s t o u r .  On t h e  o t h e r  
hand,  t he y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  N e o - D e s t o u r  as b e i n g  s e c u l a r ,  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  p r o g r e s s i v e ,  f l e x i b l e ,  and w e s t e r n - o r i e n t e d .
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  i mp o r t a n t  t o  p o i n t  out  t h a t  t he  
i d e o l o g i c a l  background o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  b o t h  p a r t i e s  was  
v e r y  s i m i l a r .  I n de e d ,  t h e  members we r e  e d u c a t e d  in t h e  
S a d i q i  c o l l e g e  or in t h e  Z i t o u n a  U n i v e r s i t y .  They were  not  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  I s l a m  or w i t h  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l i s m  as  s e p a r a t e  
e n t i t i e s .  "Both goups  e v o l v e d  w i t h i n  an A r a b i c - I s l a m i c  
framework and r e a c t e d  t o  t he  s t i m u l i  o f  i n t r u d i n g  
wes t e r  n i sm. The o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  t he  N eo - De s t o u r
was t h e  one t h a t  c a r r i e d  out  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
F r e nc h;  i t  c a l l e d  f o r  a c t i o n  and was a b l e  t o  m o b i l i z e  t h e  
l ower  s t r a t a  o f  T u n i s i a n  s o c i e t y .
B o u r g u i b a ' s  s t r a t e g y  was t o  make t h e  wo r l d  aware  o f  t h e
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T u n i s i a n  q u e s t i o n .  B e c a u s e  t h e  Fre nc h  c o l o n i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s
c o n s i d e r e d  B o u r g u i b a  an a g i t a t o r  and r e s t r i c t e d  h i s  f reedom
o f  movement ,  he l e f t  t h e  c o u n t r y  s e c r e t l y  and v i s i t e d  Arab
n a t i o n s  in t h e  E a s t e r n  M e d i t e r r a n e a n ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and 
58E u r o p e .  In t i m e ,  t h e  N e o - D e s t o u r  r e c e i v e d  t h e  s u pp o r t
o f  t he  Labor Union I ' U n i o n  Gene/r a l e  T u n i s i e n n e  du T r a v a i l
(UGTT),  founded in 1946 by F e r h a t  Hached.  By t h e  t ime
T u n i s i a  a c h i e v e d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  in 1956 ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t
movement ,  l e d  p r i m a r i l y  by t he  N e o - D e s t o u r  had a c q u i r e d
t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  a d v a n t a g e s :  u n c h a l l e n g e d  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a w e l l -
o r g a n i z e d  p a r t y , ,  and a l o n g  background o f  c o n s t r u c t i v e
59c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  c o l o n i a l  power . "
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C H A P T E R  V I I
BOURGUIBA'S VISION OF ISLAM
As f a r  as  we a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  we t h i n k  t h a t  
I s l a m  i s  a f o r c e  c a p a b l e  o f  becomi ng  p o s i t i v e  
o n c e  a g a i n  and i t  o n l y  depends  on us t o  make 
i t  s o .  We a r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  d e c a d e n c e  
and b a c k w a r dn e s s  from whi ch  t h e  Moslem p e o p l e  
s u f f e r  a r e  due t o  h i s t o r i c a l  and s o c i a l  
phenomena q u i t e  u n r e l a t e d  t o  r e l i g i o n .
Habib B o u r g u i b a
. . . From t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s
e x i s t e n c e ,  we have  p a i d  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o
r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s .  We have  gone  back t o  t h e  
pur e  and a u t h e n t i c  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  I s l a m  s o  as  
t o  make r e l i g i o n  a s o u r c e  o f  e n e r g y  and an 
i n s t r u m e n t  o f  p r o g r e s s  t o  l i f t  t h e  n a t i o n  out  
o f  t h e  d e c a d e n c e  in w hi ch  c e n t u r i e s  o f  s o c i a l  
s t a g n a t i o n  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  t o r p o r  had 
submerged i t .
Habib B o ur g u i b a  
T h i s  c h a p t e r  f o c u s e s  on t h e  component s  o f  Habib  
B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m  what  mi g h t  be c a l l e d  " t he  
a u t h e n t i c  v e r s i o n  o f  I s l a m . "  I t  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a d i s c u s s i o n  
o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  g o a l s  f o r  T u n i s i a .
At t h e  o u t s e t ,  i t  i s  i m p or t a n t  t o  p r e s e n t  a b r i e f
b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  o f  B o u r g u i b a ,  i n c l u d i n g  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f
t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  upon h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward I s l a m .  "The Supreme  
C o m b a t t a n t , "  a s  B o u r g u i b a  was h o n o r a b l y  c a l l e d  by t h e  
p e o p l e ,  was born on A u g u s t ,  3 19 0 3 ,  in  M o n a s t i r ,  whi ch  was  
t hen  a s mal l  p o r t  on t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  in t h e  Sahe l  r e g i o n
*The term a u t h e n t i c  has  been  d e v i s e d  by t h e  a u t h o r  in  
c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  v e r s i o n s  t h a t  can be i d e n t i f i e d  in t h e  
c o n t emp o r a r y  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  such  as  " p a r a l l e l  model  in E g y p t , "  
" s e c u l a r  model  in T u r k e y , "  and " t r a d i t i o n a l  I s l am" in  Saudi  
A r a b i a .
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i n h a b i t e d  by f i s h e r m e n ,  o l i v e  t r e e  g r o w e r s ,  and s h o p k e e p e r s .
(At  p r e s e n t  M o n a s t i r  i s  a t h r i v i n g  modern m e t r o p o l i s ) .
S e v e r a l  c o m m e n t a t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  B o ur g u i b a  h i m s e l f ,
q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  o f f i c i a l  b i o g r a p h y .  T h i s  i s
e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  i m p r e c i s e  n a t u r e  o f  r e g i s t e r i n g  b i r t h s ,
d e a t h s ,  and m a r r i a g e s  a t  t h a t  t i m e . *  B o u rg u i b a  m a i n t a i n e d
2
t h a t  h i s  f a m i l y  was poor but  n e v e r t h e l e s s  h o n o r a b l e .  His
f a t h e r  e a r n ed  t h e  t i t l e  "Shaykh o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  the
T r i p o l i t a n s "  and was a member o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  C o u n c i l  o f
M o n a s t i r  d u r i n g  t h e  P r o t e c t o r a t e .
B o u r g u i b a  was t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  e i g h t  c h i l d r e n .  His
f i r s t  name Habib means " t h e  b e l o v e d "  in A r a b i c .  B our gu i ba
was c a r e d  f o r  by e v e r y o n e  in t h e  f a m i l y .  He r e f e r r e d
f r e q u e n t l y  t o  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  impact
t h a t  h i s  m o t h e r ,  g r a n d m o t h e r ,  and s i s t e r s  had on h i s  v i e ws
o f  l i b e r a t i n g  and e m a n c i p a t i n g  T u n i s i a n  women.  He r e c a l l e d :
Benj ami n  [ y o u n g e s t  c h i l d ]  o f  a l a r g e  f a m i l y ,  
I s p e n t  most  o f  my t i m e  a t  home,  t h a t  i s  t o  
s a y ,  in t h e  company of  women.  P e o p l e ,  t h e y  
a l w a y s  a d v i s e d  me a g a i n s t  t h i s  so  t h a t  I 
wo ul d  not  be marked by ' f e m i n i n e  m a n n e r s 1 ; 
' f e m i n i n e  m a n n e r s 1? I . c o n f e s s  I have  ne ve r  
u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  t h i n g .
At t h e  a g e  o f  f i v e ,  B o u r g u i b a  moved t o  Tu n i s  t o  l i v e
w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  and go t o  S a d i q i  C o l l e g e .  As e x p l a i n e d  in
t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  Khayr a l - D i n  founded t h i s  b i l i n g u a l
c o l l e g e  t o  p r o v i d e  A r a b o - I s 1amic  s t u d i e s  combined  w i t h
modern W e s t e r n  e d u c a t i o n  in F r e n c h .  In t h i s  s c h o o l ,
B o u r g u i b a  l e a r n e d  I s l a m i c  t e a c h i n g s ,  A r a b i c  grammar,  and
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c l a s s i c a l  A r a b i c  from shaykhs  o f  t h e  Gr e a t  Mosque and from
p r o f e s s o r s  o f  t h e  Zayt ouna  U n i v e r s i t y .  M o r e o v e r ,  he was
e x p o s e d  t o  F r e n c h ,  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  p h y s i c s ,  c h e m i s t r y ,  and t he
a r t  o f  t r a n s l a t i o n .  From h i s  a c o o u n t s  o f  h i s  t r a i n i n g  a t
t he  S a d i k i ,  one  can e a s i l y  d e t e c t  t h e  i m p r i n t  t h a t  t h e
Fre nc h  l a n g u a g e  had on him.  He w r o t e :
I remember e s p e c i a l  11y Mr. C o l l i e r e s  t o  whom 
t h e  m e r i t  i s  due f o r  our p e r f e c t  i n i t i a t i o n  
i n t o  t h e  Fre nc h  l a n g u a g e .  I can a f f i r m  t h a t  
n e i t h e r  a t  t h e  L y c e e  Ca r n o t  nor a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  l a t e r  on d i d  I need t o  a c q u i r e  new 
k no wl ed g e  in o rd er  t o  b e t t e r  m a s t e r  t h i s  
l a n g u a g e .  . . .  He [ C o l l i e r e s ]  r e a l l y  
i n s t i l l e d  in us t h e  a r t  o f  French  
c o m p o s i t i o n .  Hi s  p e d a g o g i c a l  methods  we r e  
r e m a r k a b l e .  I f  I l e a r n e d  t o  compose  a r t i c l e s  
w ho s e  p e r f e c t  t r a n s i t i o n s  and harmonious  
e q u i l i b r i u m  e x c i t e  a d m i r a t i o n ,  ^t i s  
c e r t a i n l y  t o  him t h a t  I owe i t .
What he remembered from h i s  shaykh t e a c h e r s  was t h e i r  
" s t o c k y  s i z e " ,  t h e  way t h e y  we r e  "booed h e a r t i l y ,  and t h e  
manner in w hi ch  t h e y  we r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  p r a c t i c a l  j o k e s . "  He 
r e c a l l e d  how
The p u p i l s  had put  s t i c k y  paper  on [ sha y kh  
Hamida N e i f e r ' s ]  c h a i r .  B e i n g  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
c o r p u l e n t ,  t h e  s h e i k h  l e f t  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  w i t h  
t h e  c h a i r  s t u c k  t o  h i s  b o t t o m ,  w i t h o u t  
n o t i c i n g  i t .  I t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  he p a s s e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  door a t  t h e  e x i t  o f  t he  s c h o o l  
t h a t  t h e  door k e e p er  a l e r t e d  him t o  t h e  s e a t  
he was c a r r y i n g  a l o n g .
Such a c c o u n t s  r e f l e c t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  French  
e d u c a t i o n a l  background  on B o u r g u i b a ' s  e a s e  and f l u e n t  
m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  l a n g u a g e .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  s e r i e s  H i s t o i r e  
du Mouvement N a t i o n a l  T u n i s i e n , d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  in t he  
i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  w e r e  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  in F r e nc h  t hen  t r a n s l a t e d
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in 1979 i n t o  A r a b i c .  We s t e r n  comment a t ors  a r g u e  t h a t  t he  
c h o i c e  o f  t he  Fr e nc h  l a n g u a g e  i n d i c a t e d  B o u r g u i b a ' s  l e a n i n g  
toward t h e  W e s t .  I r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  w h a t e v e r  a t t r a c t i o n  or  
l e a n i n g  he had t o  t h e  We s t ,  B o u rg u i b a  s i m p l y  f e l t  more a t  
e a s e  e x p r e s s i n g  h i m s e l f  in Fre nc h  than he d i d  in A r a b i c .
Bougu i ba  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  major  e v e n t s  shaped t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  d u r i n g  h i s  e a r l y  s c h o o l  y e a r s .  
F i r s t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t h e  t r o u b l e s  a t  J a l l a z  in 1 9 1 1 ,  when t h e  
P r o t e c t o r a t e  s o u gh t  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  I s l a m i c  c e m e t e r y  o f  t he  
J a l l a z  i n t o  m u n i c i p a l  l a n d .  S e c o n d ,  t h e r e  was t h e  
ban i s hme nt  o f  t h e  s t a f f  o f  Le T u n i s i e n  in 1912 .  T h i s  s t a f f  
was made up o f  bo t h  young and e d u c a t e d  T u n i s i a n s  many o f  
whom had c r e a t e d  t h e  re f o r m movement .  The t h i r d  e v e n t  was  
t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  Jar jar  in t h e  p u b l i c  s q u a r e  o f  Bab Saadoon  
a f t e r  he had a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  a t  
J a l l a z . "  T h e s e  e v e n t s  "made t h e  g r e a t e s t  i m p r e s s i o n  upon 
[ h i m ] ,  . . and c a u s e d  t r a g i c  r e v e r b e r a t i o n  in [ h i s ]  
p e r s o n a l i t y . "  I n d e e d ,  t h e y  s y m b o l i z e d  t h e  u n j u s t  o rd er  o f  
t h e  P r o t e c t o r a t e  t o  w hi ch  h i s  c o u n t r y  was s u b j u g a t e d . 6
A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  h i s  pr i mary  s c h o o l  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  
B o ur g u i b a  o b t a i n e d  h i s  b a c c a l a u r e a t  from t h e  L y c e e  Carnot  
and l e f t  f or  F r a nc e  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  advanced  s t u d i e s  in law  
in  1924 .  He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h i s  p r i mary  g o a l  a t  t h a t  p e r i o d  
was " t o  g e t  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  ready  t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  French  
c o l o n i a l  s y s t e m . " ^  I t  i s  mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  B o u r g u i b a ' s  
s t a y  in F r a n c e  a l l o w e d  him t o  e x p e r i e n c e  We s t e r n
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c i v i l i z a t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  democracy  a t  f i r s t  hand.  I t  was  
d u r i n g  t h i s  t i me  t h a t  he s e t  out  " t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  
t h e  a n t a g o n i s t i c  power [ F r a n c e ] , .  . . t o  p e n e t r a t e  t he  
me chani sm o f  t h e  F r e nc h  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  . . . and t o  f i n d  out  
why t h i s  c o u n t r y  i s  s o  s t r o n g  w h i l e  [ h i s ]  T u n i s i a  was
g
p o w e r l e s s  under c o l o n i a l  d o m i n a t i o n . "  In t erms  o f
p h i l o s o p h y ,  Bo u gu i b a  was e s p e c i a l l y  i n f u l e n c e d  by A u g u s t e
C o m t e ' s  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i a l  i d e a l s .  He r e c a l l e d :
One day as  I was w a l k i n g  by ,  I bent  down in 
f r o n t  o f  t h e  b u s t  o f  [ A u g u s t e  C o m p t e ' s ]  
e f f i g y  and d i s c o v e r e d  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  one  o f  
t h i s  g r e a t  t h i n k e r ' s  t h o u g h t  ' v i v r e  pour  
a u t r u i '  ( l i v e  f o r  o t h e r s ) .  T h i s  was a t r u e  
r e f l e c t i o n  o f  mv own aim and t h e  g o a l  I s e t  
out  t o  a c h i e v e .
B o u r g u i b a ' s  i n s p i r a t i o n  by t h e  Fre nc h  c u l t u r e  and
s y s t e m  l e d  some co mme n t a t or s  t o  c a l l  him " l e  f i l s  de l a
F r a n c e . " * ®  ( F r a n c e ' s  s o n ) .  C a m i l l e  Begue  d e s c r i b e d
B o u r g u i b a  as  " t h e  s t u b b o r n  a p o s t l e  o f  t h e  Arab o- Mus l i m
p e r s o n a l i t y "  and a t  t h e  same t i me  as  "an a l i v e  exampl e  o f
p e r f e c t  a s s i m i l a t i o n  t o  t h e  W e s t . " * *
One can draw a p a r a l l e l  b e t w e e n  B o u r g u i b a ' s  f o r m a t i o n
in t h e  West  w i t h  t h a t  o f  A t a t u r k  who had u n d e r t a k e n  t h e  t a s k
o f  b u i l d i n g  a s e c u l a r ,  modern ,  W e s t e r n - o r i e n t e d  T u r k e y .
L i k e  A t a t u r k ,  B o u r g u i b a  was a major  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e
s m a l l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  e d u c a t e d  in E u r o p e .  The c r u c i a l
d i f f e r e n c e  l i e s  in t h e  f a c t  t h a t  B o u r g u i b a  was an Arab-
M u s l i m who,  u n l i k e  A t a t u r k ,  d i d  no t  r e j e c t  I s l a m  but
c o n s i d e r e d  i t  t o  be an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  T u n i s i a n  i d e n t i t y .
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B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  of  I s l a m  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in two 
s t a g e s .  The f i r s t  f o c u s e s  upon h i s  v i e ws  o f  I s l a m  d u r i n g  
t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  and t h e  s e c o n d  e x a mi n e s  t h e s e  v i e w s  
a f t e r  T u n i s i a  became i n d e p e n d e n t .  As we s h a l l  s e e ,  
B o u r g u i b a ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  I s l a m  changed  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  
b e t we e n  t h e  f i r s t  and s ec o nd  s t a g e s .
A. B o u r g u i b a ' s  I s l a m i c  Vi ews  and C o l o n i a l i s m
Among t h e  f i r s t  s t e p s  u n d e r t a k e n  by B o u rg u i b a  in h i s
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  P r o t e c t o r a t e  was t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  and
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  " P e r s o n n a l i t e  T u n i s i e n n e "  by p r e s e r v i n g
i t s  symbol s  no m a t t e r  how t r a d i t i o n a l  or d e c a d e n t  t h e y  mi ght
b e .  T h es e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  v e i l ,  t h e  v i s i t  t o  S a i n t s '  tombs ,
12and t h e  w e a r i n g  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  c l o t h e s .  The i n c i d e n t  
i n v o l v i n g  a T u n i s i a n  woman, d u r i n g  a p u b l i c  d e b a t e  about  t h e  
v e i l ,  i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h i s  s t r a t e g y .  Madame Menchari  
t o o k  o f f  her  v e i l  and t h r e w  i t  on t h e  f l o o r ,  a g e s t u r e  o f  
r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  Ara b o - Mu s l im women.  Mus l im  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  in t h a t  d e b a t e  we r e  s ho c k e d  and en g a g e d  in a 
l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n  i n v o k i n g  K o r a n i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  
i s s u e  and q u e s t i o n e d  i f  t h e  v e i l  s h o u l d  come down t o  t h e  
a n k l e  or c o v e r  t h e  f a c e .  When B o u rg u i b a  t ook  t h e  f l o o r ,  he  
s a i d :
L e t  us put  a s i d e  t h e  v a r i o u s  o p i n i o n s  on t h e  
j i l b a b  [ v e i l ] .  We w e l l  admi t  t h a t  [ i t ]  i s  
p a r t  o f  t h e  T u n i s i a n  p e r s o n a l i l t y  a l t h o u g h  i t  
i s  no way a e s t h e t i c .  In our p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  i t  
i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n i a l  power i s  d o i n g  
a n y t h i n g  in i t s  power t o  a n n i h i l a t e  our
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p e r s o n a l i t y  by impos ing  Fre nc h  ways  o f  l i f e .  
We a r e  no t  s t r o n g ,  we have  no powe r ,  but  we 
s h o u l d  do e v e r y t h i n g  t o  p r e s e r v e  even  some 
d e c a d e n t  symbol s  o f  our p e r s o n a l i t y .  T h i s  i s  
t h e  o n l y  way t o  p r e s e r v e  our e n t i t y .  We w i l l  
d i s c u s s  t h i s  prob l em when i t s  e l i m i n a t i o n  i s  
no l o n g e r  a t h r e a t  t o  our n a t i o n a l  
p e r s o n a l i t y  as  was t he  c a s e  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  
w e s t e r n  c l o t h e s .
I n de e d ,  t h i s  e xampl e  i s  r e f l e c t s  B o u r g u i b a ' s  p o l i t i c a l
acumen s i n c e  he l a t e r  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  v e i l
a s  a s t e p  t owards  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  T u n i s i a n  women in t h e
a f t e r m a t h  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  B o u r g u i b a ' s  move i s  r e m i n i s c e n t
o f  A t a t u r k  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  f e z  and t h e  w e a r i n g  o f  t he  v e i l
by women.  The s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t ween  b o t h  l e a d e r s
was t h a t  A t a t u r k ' s  p o l i c i e s  in t h i s  a r e a  we r e  f o r c e f u l  and
much more f a r  r e a c h i n g  than t h o s e  c a r r i e d  out  by B o u r g u i b a .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i t  i s  i mp o r t an t  t o  keep in mind t h a t  Bo ur g u i ba
c o n s i d e r e d  I s l a m  as  t h e  f undamenta l  component  o f  T u n i s i a n
i d e n t i t y .  He r e p e a t e d l y  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  g o a l  o f  t he
l i b e r a t i o n  movement he l e d  aimed a t  " s a v i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  from
a s s i m i l a t i o n .  . . by a f f i r m i n g  T u n i s i a ' s  Arabo- Mus l i m  
14p e r s o n a l i t y . "
The e v e n t s  o f  t h e  E u c h a r i s t  c o n v e n t i o n  h e l d  in T u n i s i a  
in  1930 p r o v i d e d  t h e  i mpetus  f o r  t h e  T u n i s i a n  n a t i o n a l i s t  
movement and t h e  N e o - D e s t o u r ' s i d e o l o g y .  T h i s  c o n v e n t i o n  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o n v e r t  North  A f r i c a  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y .
B o u r g u i b a  r e c a l l e d  how t h i s  c o n v e n t i o n  "was n o t h i n g  s h o r t  of  
a c a t a s t r o p h e  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y . "  He d e s c r i b e d  how t h e  
s t r e e t s  were  crowded w i t h  e c c l e s i a s t i c s  and c h i l d r e n  w e a r i n g
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c l o t h e s  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  E i g h t h  Crusade  l e d  by S a i n t -  
L o u i s ,  Ki ng  o f  F r a n c e ,  who h a l t e d  a t  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  C a r t h a g e  
w he r e  he d i e d  o f  c h o l e r a . " ^
Anot he r  major e v e n t  t h a t  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  T u n i s i a n  
p e r s o n a l i t y  was t h e  d e c r e e  o f  N a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  i s s u e d  in 1932  
a l l o w i n g  T u n i s i a n s  t o  a c q u i r e  Fre nc h  n a t i o n a l i t y .  The 
P r o t e c t o r a t e  went  f u r t h e r  t o  a s k  Shaykh a l - I s l a m  and t h e  
Bach M u f t i  t o  i s s u e  a f a t wa  ( I s l a m i c  law)  p e r m i t t i n g  
n a t u r a l i z e d  T u n i s i a n s  t o  remain Mus l ims  as  l o n g  a s  t he y  
f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n s  d u t i e s . T h i s  d e c r e e  woul d  a l s o  
a l l o w  n a t u r a l i z e d  T u n i s i a n s  t o  be b u r i e d  in Mus l im  
c e m e t e r  i e s .
B o ur g ui b a  c a p i t a l i z e d  on t h i s  e v e n t .  He u n d e r s t o o d  t h e
d e g r e e  t o  whi ch  T u n i s i a n s  we r e  s e n s i t i v e  about  t h e i r  I s l a m i c
b e l i e f s .  He thus  l e d  s e v e r a l  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e
b u r i a l  o f  n a t u r a l i z e d  T u n i s i a n s  in Mus1 im C e m e t e r i e s , e v e n
t hough  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  d i d  not  put  a s t o p  t o  such
b u r i a l s .  He n o t e d  t h a t :
The l e a d e r  o f  t h i s  group o f  n a t i o n a l i z e d  
F r e nc h  was a man from t h e  upper m i d d l e  c l a s s ,  
. . . whos e  f a t h e r  h e l d  a h i g h  r e l i g i o u s  
o f f i c e .  Hi s  w i f e  d i e d  a t  t h a t  t i me  and,
a l t h o u g h  i t  p a i n e d  me t o  do s o ,  I s t a r t e d  a
compaign  a g a i n s t  her b e i n g  b u r i e d  in a 
[ Mus l i m]  c e m e t e r y .  In t h i s  campaign I was  
d e f e n d i n g  an i d e a l  and my c o u n t r y .
A l l  t h e s e  e x a mp l e s  i l l u s t r a t e  B o u r g u i b a ' s  s t r a t e g y  and
campaign in f or mi n g  t h e  T u n i s i a n  P e r s o n a l i t y ,  w h i c h  was an
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  l e d  t o  i n d e p e n d e n c e .
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B. B o u r g u i b a ' s  Uni que  V i s i o n  o f  I s l a m
A f t e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m  
c r y s t a l  1 i z e d .  One can d i s t i n g u i s h  f i v e  d i m e n s i o n s  or
component s  o f  h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  I s l a m :  p o l i t i c a l ,  r a t i o n a l
r e f o r m i s t ,  e c o n o m i c ,  and s o c i a l - j u d i c i a l .
The f i r s t  component  o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m  was  
p o l i t i c a l .  He m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  I s l a m  i s  a t o t a l  s y s t e m  whi ch  
c o v e r s  a l l  t h e  s p h e r e s  o f  human l i f e .  Thus ,  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  a 
n a t i o n  can i n t e r p r e t  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  I s l a m  i s  ways  t h a t  
e n h a n ce  t h e  march toward p r o g r e s s  and p r o s p e r i t y .  He 
s t a t e d :
I s l a m  i s  a w h o l e  from w h i c h  n e i t h e r  t h e
t emp o r a l  nor t h e  s p i r i t u a l  may be
d i s s o c i a t e d .  They a r e  b o t h  w i t h i n  t he  
c o m p e t e n c e  o f  Heads o f  S t a t e .  The t e a c h i n g s  
handed down t o  us by p r o p h e t i c  t r a d i t i o n  and 
by t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  C a l i p h s  c l e a r l y  
show t h a t  t h e  imam, or supreme c h i e f ,  i s
a l o n e  c o m p e t e n t  t o  g i v e  a r u l i n g  on t h e
major  p o i n t s  o f  p o l i c y  on w hi ch  depend t h e  
i n v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  and t h e  d e s t i n y  
o f  I s l a m  as  a p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  r e g i m e .
Thus ,  B o u r g u i b a  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
I s l a m  and t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  Mus l i m l e a d e r s  a r e  "not  e x c l u s i v e l y  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o m p e n t e n c e  o f  t h e  Fii 1 ama] , 11 b e c a u s e  in I s l a m  
" t h e r e  i s  no c h u r c h  s e p a r a t e  from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a u t h o r i t y . " ^
In c o n t r a s t  t o  N a s s e r ,  S a d a t ,  and Mubarek,  B o ur g u i b a
d i d  not  r e l y  on t h e  S j lama e l i t e  t o  l e g i t i m i z e  h i s  d e c i s i o n s .
T h e i r  s u pp o r t  was not  as  c r u c i a l  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  in  Saudi  
A r a b i a  and E g y p t .  T h i s  u n i q u e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  due t o
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B o u r g u i b a ' s  " char i s ma"  and e n e r g y  in c o n v e y i n g  h i s  p o l i c i e s
and d e c i s i o n s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  m a s s e s .  I t  i s  i mp o r t an t  a t
t h i s  j u n c t u r e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s
" c h a r i s m a . "  He has  o f t e n  been c i t e d  as  one  o f  t h e  more
" c h a r i s m a t i c "  l e a d e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  T h i r d  Wo r l d .  Many
d e f i n i t i o n s  and m o d e l s  o f  c h a r i s m a  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  In Max
We b e r ' s  v i e w s  t h e  t erm " char i s ma"  r e f e r r e d  t o  "a c e r t a i n
q u a l i t y  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  by v i r t u e  o f  w h i ch  he
i s  s e t  a p a r t  from o r d i n a r y  men and t r e a t e d  as  endowed w i t h
20s u p e r n a t u r a l ,  superhuman,  . . . powers  or q u a l i t i e s . "  By
c o n t r a s t  a n o t h e r  v i e w  seems more d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o
B o u r g u i b a ' s  c a s e .  In B o u r g u i b a ' s  own w o r d s :
I t  i s  r a r e  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  make up t h e  
l andmarks  in t h e  l i f e  o f  one  man a r e  
i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a p e o p l e  t o  
such an e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  man seems t o  
i n c a r n a t e  h i s  w h o l e  p e o p l e .  I f  t h i s  
t r a n s p o s i t i o n  has  been  b r o u gh t  a b o u t ,  i t  i s  
b e c a u s e  t h e  man was a b l e  t o  be t h e  s i n c e r e  
and d i s i n t e r e s t e d  spokesman o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
c o n s c i e n c e ,  and b e c a u s e  he f o u g h t  s o  much and 
s o  w e l l  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  c a u s e  t h a t  t h e  
movements  in t h e  l i f e  o f . e a c h  we r e  b r o u g h t  to  
merge  w i t h  one  a n o t h e r .
I n d e e d ,  t h e  t i t l e  s i  Labbib  ( y o ur  m a j e s t y  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  in
c o l l o q u i a l  A r a b i c )  i n d i c a t e s  B o u r g u i b a ' s  i n s p i r a t i o n a l
l e a d e r s h i p ,  w h i c h  many c o mme n t a t or s  c a l l  " c h a r i s m a " .
B o u r g u i b a ' s  l e g i t i m a c y  had s u f f i c i e n t l y  been r e s o l v e d
22b e f o r e  i n d e p e n d e n c e . "  Hi s  c h a r i s m a t i c  i n f l u e n c e  a l l o w e d  
him t o  t r a n s m i t  h i s  i d e a s  in a p e r s u a s i v e  manner t o  t h e  
m a s s e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  B o u r g u i b a ' s  c h a r i s m a  was based  on a 
s t r o n g  p a t e r n a l i s t  d i m e n s i o n .  B o u r g u i b a  was c a l l e d  t h e
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f a t h e r  o f  t he  p e o p l e  ( a b u a s h a ^ b ) by T u n i s i a n s .  The b a s i c  
k e y s  t o  B o u r g u i b a ' s  c h a r i s m a  w er e :  h i s  c o mmu n i c a t iv e
c a p a b i l i t y  whi ch  i s  e v i d e n t  in h i s  numerous and somewhat  
r e p i t i t i o u s  s p e e c h e s ;  h i s  d e t a i l e d  and p a t i e n t  e x p l a n a t i o n  
o f  h i s  v i s i o n  f o r  a modern T u n i s i a  in t h o s e  s p e e c h e s ;  and 
h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  e l e c t r i f y  t h e  m a s s e s .  Such u n i q u e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  e x p l a i n  why B o u r g u i b a ' s  m o d e r n i s t  approach  
was not  c h a l l e n g e d  by t h e  p e o p l e .
The s ec o n d  component  o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m  was  
r a t i o n a l  and r e f o r m i s t .  He m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an 
i n s t a n t  need f o r  i i t i h a d , t h a t  i s ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Koran and Sunna a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n ee d s  o f  a modern s o c i e t y  
and c h a n g i n g  s o c i a l  and e c o no mi c  c o n d i t i o n s .  The i j t i h a d  i s  
p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  I s l a m  i s  p r i m a r i l y  based  upon r e a s o n .  He 
s t a t e d :
I t  happened t h a t  in my p r e v i o u s  s p e e c h e s  I 
i n s i s t e d  on t h e  r o l e  o f  r e a s o n  v i s - a - v i s  
r e l i g i o n  and I showed t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
c o n t i n u o u s  e f f o r t s  o f  r e s e a r c h  and r e f l e c t i o n  
in t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and tempora l  do ma i n s ,  in  
o r d e r  t o  g i v e  our l i f e  a c o n s t a n t  impetus  
toward p r o g r e s s  and p r o s p e r i t y . and t o  
p r e s e r v e  our r e l i g i o n  from s t a g n a t i o n ,  whi ch  
w i l l  make i t  p o w e r l e s s ,  and t o  answer t h e  
n e e d s  o f  our c o n t emp o ra ry  s o c i e t y  and [ m e e t ]  
t h e  demands o f  our t i m e .  D i d n ' t  t he y  r i g h t l y  
say  t h a t  I s l ^m i s  made f o r  e v e r y  t i me  and 
e v e r y  p l a c e ?
T h i s  un i q u e  component  o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  o f  I s l am  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  him from o t h e r  l e a d e r s  in t h e  Mus l im w o r l d .  
N a s s e r ,  S a d a t ,  and Mubarek c r e a t e d  a p a r a l l e l  be t ween  mosque  
and s t a t e ,  where  t h e  former had t h e  pr i mary  l e a d e r s h i p  in
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s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s .  In r e t u r n ,  t he  mosque l e g i t i m i z e d  and 
i n t e r p r e t e d  I s l a m i c  p r i n c i p l e  t o  g u i d e  t h e  p o l i c i e s  
u n d e r t a k e n  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e .  In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  
c o n c e p t  o f  l e g i t i m a c y  d e r i v e s  p u r e l y  from I s l a m i c  
p r i n c i p l e s .  In Saudi  A r a b i a ,  t h e  Wahhabi Si  lama d e f i n e  
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  and l e g i t i m i z e  t he  t empora l  o r d e r .
B our gu i ba  went  a s t e p  f u t h e r  t o  i n t e r p r e t  I s l a m  in a 
s u p p l e  and m o d e r n i s t  f a s h i o n  t o  h e l p  l e a d  toward p o l i t i c a l  
and e c onomi c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  U n l i k e  o t h e r  Mus l im l e a d e r s ,  
Bo u rg u i b a  s ou g ht  t o  i d e n t i f y  1 ’ e s p r i t , t h a t  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  
or s o u l  o f  I s l a m .  "Today l i k e  y e s t e r d a y , "  he m a i n t a i n e d ,
"we need r e l i g i o n  but  from a c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  
p e r s p e c t i v e  o r i e n t e d  toward c r e a t i v e  e f f o r t  and p r o g r e s s .
2 L
We need t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n . "  The 
e s s e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  s t e p p i n g  away from o r t h o d o x y  
and t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n s  t o  a m o d e r a t e  and a u t h e n t i c  
v e r s i o n  o f  I s l a m .
The t h i r d  component  o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m  was  
e d u c a t i o n a l .  He a t t e m p t e d  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  m a s s e s  who were  
a t t a c h e d  t o  a p u r e l y  r i t u a l i s t i c  d i m e n s i o n  o f  I s l a m .  In h i s  
s p e e c h e s ,  he e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  i m p or t an ce  o f  an I s l a m i c  cod e  o f  
e t h i c s  and m o r a l i t y .  He s o u g h t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  p op u l ar  
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  I s l a m  b a s ed  on t h e  w o r s h i p  o f  s a i n t s ,  c u l t s  
and s u p e r s t i t i o n s  by an e n l i g h t e n e d  I s l a m  a d a pt ed  t o  t h e  
modern ne e d s  o f  a d e v e l o p i n g  T u n i s i a n  s o c i e t y .  In h i s  
v i e w p o i n t  one can be modern and a good Mus l im a t  t h e  same
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t i m e ,  o n c e  I s l a m  i s  p u r i f i e d  from e x c e s s e s  and d e c a d e n t
t r a d i t i o n s  w hi ch  e n c r u s t e d  i t s  c o r e .  The means t o
a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  t a s k  l i e  in e d u c a t i n g  t h e  m a s s e s .  In t h i s
c o n t e x t  Bo u r g u i b a  e x p l a i n e d :
The p r a c t i c e  o f  p r e p a r i n g  a p l a t t e r  o f
c o u s c o u s *  by way o f  a p i o u s  a c t  t o  g e t  t h e
good g r a c e  o f  S i d i  Be l  Has s e n  [ a  s a i n t ]  does  
not  a l l o w  one  t o  have  a r a i s o n  d ' e t r e  . . . .  
I t  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  in t h i s  c a s e  t o  put  t h e  c o s t  
o f  t h e  c o n s c o u s  p l a t t e r  in t h e  works  o f  
' n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y 1 whose  m i s s i o n  i s  
p r e c i s e l y  t o  h e l p  t h e  n e e d y .  I t  i s  in t h i s
i n t e l l i g e n t  manner t h a t  we s h o u l d  i n t e r p r e t
r e l i g i o u s  p r e c e p t s  and a dap t  them t o  t h e
n e e d s  o f  t h e  modern w o r l d ,  whi ch  i s  b e t t e r  
o r g a n i z e d  and more s t r u c t u r e d 2 than t h a t  whi ch  
e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  Dawn o f  I s l a m .
In t h e  same v e i n ,  B o ur g u i b a  t r i e d  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  m a s s e s
t o  remove t h e m s e l v e s  from t h e  f a t a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t
c o l o r e d  t h e i r  b e l i e f s .  He c a l l e d  f o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f
r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  d i v i n e  w i l l  w hi ch  marked t h e  e r a  o f  d e c a d e n c e
when i t  was a c c e p t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u l d n ' t  do
a n y t h i n g  t o  c o u n t e r a c t  t h e  p r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  d e s t i n y  [and
when]  e v e r y  f i g h t  f o r  l i f e  was in v a i n  s i n c e  e v e r y o n e ' s  f a t e
26i s  d e c i d e d  in a d v a nc e  by God." B o u rg u i b a  was r e f e r r i n g  t o  
p e o p l e ' s  s u b m i s s i o n  and l a c k  o f  a c t i o n  t o  cha n g e  t h e i r
e c o n om i c  and s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s .  In t h i s  c o n t e x t  o f  h i s
program o f  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g ,  he a l wa ys  g a v e  t h e  e xampl e  o f
♦ C o u sc o us  i s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  n a t i o n a l  d i s h  in T u n i s i a .  I t  
i s  a r i c e - l i k e ,  s e m o l i n a - b a s e d  g r a i n  p re p a r e d  w i t h  m e a t ,  
p o u l t r y ,  or f i s h  a l o n g  w i t h  v e g e t a b l e s .  The r i t u a l  o f  
t a k i n g  c o u s c o u s  t o  S a i n t s '  t ombs ,  a f t e r  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  a 
w i s h ,  s t i l l  e x i s t s .
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t h e  f a t h e r  who k e e p s  on h a v i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  God 
w i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  them i g n o r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God g av e  h i s  
p e o p l e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a s o n .  R e a s o n i n g  woul d  t e l l  a man 
t h a t  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r e p r o d u c e  in p o v e r t y  i s  u n f a i r  t o  bo t h  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  and p a r e n t s .
The f o u r t h  component  o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m  was
d i r e c t e d  toward e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  He d i s c o u r a g e d ,
a l t h o u g h  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  t en d e d  t o
h i n d e r  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  For i n s t a n c e  in h i s  s p e e c h  on January
2 5 ,  1 9 7 3 ,  B o u r g u i b a  c a l l e d  f o r  t e mpo r a r y  abandoment  o f  t h e
t r a d i t i o n  o f  lamb s l a u g h t e r i n g  in o b s e r v a n c e  o f  a i d  a l - I d h a ,
t h a t  i s ,  t h e  y e a r l y  r e e n a c t m e n t  o f  G o d ' s  o rd er  t o  Ibraham t o
s a c r i f i c e  h i s  son I s a a c .  B o u r g u i b a  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t
e l i m i n a t i n g  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  "would a l l o w  us t o  r e b u i l d  our
l i v e s t o c k  and woul d  a l l o w  us  t o  a v o i d  a hemorrhage  o f
27c u r r e n c y  s p e n t  on i m p o r t i n g  c a t t l e . "
S i m i l a r l y ,  B o u r g u i b a  e x h o r t e d  t h e  T u n i s i a n  p e o p l e  t o
abandon f a s t i n g  d u r i n g  Ramadan.  He m a i n t a i n e d :
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  f a s t i n g  e v e r y  
ye ar  l o o k s  l i k e  a r e a l  c a t a s t o p h e  f o r  t h e  
s t a t e .  I t  i s  t h e  f a u l t  o f  t h o s e  who 
d i s g u i s e d  t h e  r e a l  v o c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  month of  
p e n i t e n c e  and m o r t i f i c a t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h e  
d e c a d e n c e  p e r i o d ,  from w hi c h  we i n h e r i t e d  bad 
h a b i t s ,  Ramadan was t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  an "orgy  
o f  s w i l l s . "
B o ur g u i b a  d i d  no t  e x a g g e r a t e  when he used  t h e  
e x p r e s s i o n  "orgy o f  s w i l l s " .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  month o f  Ramadan 
i n  T u n i s i a  and in o t h e r  I s l a m i c  n a t i o n s  was r e d u c e d  t o  a 
s e a s o n  o f  l a v i s h  e x p e n d i t u r e s  on f o o d .  F a m i l i e s  e i t h e r  s a v e
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or go i n t o  d e bt  in o r d e r  t o  be a b l e  t o  spend w e l l  d u r i n g  
t h i s  month.  F a s t i n g  u s u a l l y  s t a r t s  a t  dawn.  Dur i ng  t h e  
d ay ,  f a s t i n g  Mus l ims  a r e  not  a l l o w e d  t o  e a t ,  d r i n k ,  smoke,  
or e v e n  t a k e  m e d i c i n e .  The b r e a k i n g  o f  t h e  f a s t  o c c u r s  a t  
s u n s e t .  An a v e r a g e  d i n n e r  d u r i n g  t h e  Ramadan s e a s o n  
i n c l u d e s  soup w i t h  v e g e t a b l e s  and meat ;  b r i q u e  (a  p a s t r y ­
l i k e  dough f i l l e d  w i t h  m e a t ,  e g g s ,  c h e e s e ,  and p o t a t o e s  
f r i e d  in o l i v e  o i l ) ;  a main d i s h  ( u s u a l l y  c o u s c o u s  or p a s t a  
w i t h  lamb or c h i c k e n ) ;  and f r u i t s  f o r  d e s s e r t .  D ur i n g  t h e  
s a h r a  ( t i m e  be t we e n  d i n n e r  and s l e e p  when t h e  f a m i l y  w a t c h e s  
t e l e v i s i o n )  t h e  t y p i c a l  T u n i s i a n  f a m i l y  s e r v e s  p a s t r i e s  or  
c u s t a r d s  a l o n g  w i t h  t e a  or c o f f e e .  Th o s e  who a r e  f a s t i n g  in 
t h e  f a m i l y  a r e  awakened an hour b e f o r e  dawn by t h e  t a b b a 1 
(drummer) t o  e a t  o n c e  a g a i n .
In t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u o t a t i o n ,  B o u r g u i b a  was r e f e r r i n g  t o  
t h e  i n c r e a s e d  demand d u r i n g  Ramadan f o r  p r o d u c t s  such as  
m e a t ,  p o u l t r y ,  f i s h ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  f r u i t s ,  s e m o l i n a ,  s u g a r ,  
m i l k ,  r i c e ,  and o l i v e  o i l .  Such demands t en d  t o  u s e  any  
s u r p l u s  in t h e  economy and s om e t i m e s  c a l l  f o r  i n c r e a s e d
i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  g o o d s .  B o u r g u i b a  was a l s o  r e f e r r i n g
\
t o  t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  f a s t i n g  w i t h  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  s i n c e  
t o t a l  a b s t i n e n c e  from e a t i n g  or d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  can be  
u n b e a r a b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when Ramadan f a l l s  in t h e  summer 
m o n t h s .
When B o ur g u i b a  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  b r e a k i n g  o f  t h e  f a s t ,  he 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  sunna t o  j u s t i f y  h i s  rec omme ndat i ons  and t o
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l e g i t i m i z e  them.  He d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e conomi c
p r o g r e s s  in T u n i s i a  in t erms  o f  a h o l y  war ( j iHad) a g a i n s t
u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t .  He s a i d :
Do you remember t h e  P r o p h e t ' s  p r o c l a m a t i o n  t o  
t h e  Mus l i m army t h a t  was m a r c h i n g  toward  
Mecca d u r i n g  t h e  month of  Ramadan: ' I  want  
you t o  c a r r y  out  t h e  v i c t o r y , 1 He s a i d ,  'when  
you a r r i v e  t o  Mec ca ,  you must  not  be  
e x h a u s t e d  by f a s t i n g .  Break  t h e  f as t g S O t h a t  
you w i l l  be a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  v i c t o r y .
Once a g a i n  one can a rg ue  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no p a r e l l e l  in
t h e  Mus l i m w o r l d  t o  such e x p r e s s i o n  o f  o p i n i o n s .  T u n i s i a n
p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o b s e r v e  a l l  p r a c t i c e s  o f  I s l a m ,  but  t h e
i mp o r t an t  i s s u e  in t h i s  c a s e  i s  t h a t  B o ur g ui b a  t o o k  a r i s k
i n  h i s  e x t r e m e l y  m o d e r n i s t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  I s l a m .  There  a
p a r a l l e l  b e t we e n  A t a t u r k  and B o ur g u i b a  in terms o f  t h e i r
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  make - up .  Each had t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  d e f y  t h e
e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d er  and t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  i d e a s
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  what  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s  in h i s  c o u n t r y  in
o t h e r  I s l a m i c  n a t i o n s  m i g ht  t h i n k .  T h i s  i s  what  l e d  N a s s e r
o f  Egypt  t o  s ay :
I woul d  l i k e  t o  do what  B o ur g ui b a  has  done  
but  do not  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  whi ch  he
had t o  overc ome  in T u n i s i a  w e r e  much l e s s
s o l i d  t h an  t h o s e  w h i c h  I have  t o  c o n f r o n t  
h e r e ,  in t h e , h e a r t  o f  I s l a m ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  g a t e  
o f  a l - A z h a r .
The r e  we r e  a l s o  some c r u c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  c o n t r a s t i n g  
T u n i s i a  t o  T u r k e y .  Turkey unde rwe nt  t he  p r o c e s s  o f  
s e c u l a r i z a t i o n ,  w h i l e  T u n i s i a  p a s s e d  through  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
" d e s a c r a l i z a t i o n . " W h i l e  t h e s e  t erms  a r e  somewhat c l o s e ,  
t h e y  have e s s e n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  m e a n i n g s .  The c o n c e p t  o f
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d e s a c r a l i z a t i o n  i m p l i e s ” t h e  removal  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  t a b oo s
from c o r e  a r e a s  o f  s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r ,  and by e x t e n s i o n  i t
s u g g e s t s  t h e  p r o mo t i o n  o f  humanism b a s ed  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l
31f u n c t i o n i n g  w i t h i n  d e s a c r a l i z e d  s o c i e t y . "  I n de e d ,  t h e  
T u n i s i a n  c o n s t i t u t i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  A r a b i c  as  t h e  l a n g u ag e  o f  
t h e  c o u n t r y  and I s l a m  as  i t s  r e l i g i o n .  A t a t u r k ,  by 
c o n t r a s t ,  d e c r e e d  a l e g a l  s e c u l a r i s m  f o r  h i s  n a t i o n  t h a t  
d e n i e d  I s l a m  and t h e  A r a b i c  l a n g u a g e  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  a 
p u r e l y  We s t er n  o r i e n t e d  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .
"One o f  t h e  mos t  e f f e c t i v e  means o f  p r o mo t i n g
d e s a c r a l i z a t i o n  in T u n i s i a , "  C h a r l e s  G a l l a g h e r  a r g u e d ,  "has
been t h e  way in w h i c h  t h e  a p p e a l  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n  i s
b e i n g  t r a n s m i t t e d  o n t o  t h e  p l a n e  o f  r a t i o n a l  e t h i c s  t hrough
32moral  e x h o r t a t i o n . "  Bo u r g u i b a  was c a r e f u l  in
d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  h i m s e l f  from A t a t u r k  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  " t he
f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  in Turkey  has  t a k en  . . . t h e
33a s p e c t  o f  a c a t a s t r o p h e  f or  t h e  Moslem w o r l d . "  He even
went  f u r t h e r  t o  add:
A t a t u r k  p a s s e d  f o r  b e i n g  c r a z y  about  
mode r n i s m.  Hi s  s o u r c e s  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  were  
t o  be found e s s e n t i a l l y  s e c u l a r .  Now, we a l l  
know t h a t  t h e  Turks  a r e  Moslems and 
p r o f o u n d l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e i r  
f a i t h  so me t i me s  e ve n  b o r d e r i n g  upon 
f a n a t i c i s m .  O v e r n i g h t ,  not  e v en  one  
r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n  e x i s t e d  any l o n g e r .  He 
want e d  t o  shape  h i s  c o u n t r y  t o  t he  image o f  
F r a n c e .  But he had f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  r e l i g i o n  was p r o p a g a t e d  and s e r v e d  
in  s e c u l a r  F r a n c e  by a w h o l e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
h i e r a r c h y  headed up by t h e  P o p e .  The  
s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  c a u s e d  r a v a g e s  in t h e  ranks  o f  
t h e  Mos l ems .  They e x p e r i e n c e d  such d e c a d e n c e  
t h a t  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  the
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A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  B o u r g u i b a  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  A t a t u r k  f o l l o w e d  t h e
p u r e l y  W e s t e r n - o r i e n t e d  pa t h  b e c a u s e  he was n o t  an Arab :
R e s e a r c h  was done  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t he  
o r i g i n  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  r a c e .  I t  has been  
p o i n t e d  out  t h a t  t h e  Turks  w e r e  o f  I ndo-  
European o r i g i n  and t h a t  t h e y  had n o t h i n g  in 
common w i t h  t h e  S e m i t e s ,  t h e  e t h n o l o g i c a l  
group o f  t h e  Arabs  and t h e  J e w s .  To c l e a r l y  
mark T u r k e y ' s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  European camp,  
f a m i l y  names w e r e  r a d i c a l l y  c h a n g e d .  L a t i n  
c h a r a c t e r s  w e r e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  A r a b i c  
c h a r a c t e r s .  For a l o n g  t i me  t h e  r e s i g n e d  
p e o p l e  we r e  k e p t  under t h e  i r on  r u l e  o f  
m i l i t a r y  men who,  from g e n e r a t i o n  t o  
g e n e r a t i o n ,  c l a i m e d - t o  be t h e  a g e n t s  o f  t h e  
m e s s a g e  o f  A t a t u r k .
The f i f t h  component  o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  was s o c i a l .
I t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e q u a l i t y  and
s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .  B o u r g u i b a  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  most
v a l u a b l e  p i l l a r s  o f  I s l a m  a r e  j u s t i c e  and f r a t e r n i t y :
T h i s  [ T u n i s i a n ]  p e r s o n a l i t y  has  a Berber  
b a s i s .  I t  was s u c c e s s i v e l y  R o ma n i ze d ,
B y z a n t i n i z e d ,  and A r a b i z e d .  I t s  c o n v e r s i o n  
t o  I s l a m  marked i t  p r o f o u n d l y  The  
e g a l  i t a r  i a n i s m  o f  I s l a m  l e d  i t  t o  a d o p t ^ h e  
A r a b i c  c u l t u r e  as  i t s  n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e .
By way o f  c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  I s l a m i c  j u s t i c e
and e q u a l i t y  have  been  used  e x t e n s i v e l y  by Mus l i m l e a d e r s ,
Sunni  and S h i ' i t e s  a l i k e .  I t  i s  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e
g o a l  o f  t h e  i d e a l  s o c i e t y .  B o u r g u i b a  added t h e  c o n c e p t  o f
human p r o g r e s s  t o  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  j u s t i c e  and e q u a l i t y .
He a r g u e d  t h a t  " t h e  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n  s e e k s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t o
37e l e v a t e  t h e  moral  l e v e l  o f  man." B o u rg u i b a  u t i l i z e d  t h e  
c o n c e p t s  o f  e q u a l i t y  and j u s t i c e  in h i s  campai gn  t o  l i b e r a t e
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T u n i s i a n  women and in h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o v i d e  a l l  T u n i s i a n s  
w i t h  a sound e d u c a t i o n  in t h e  p r i m a r y ,  s e c o n d a r y ,  and 
c o l l e g e  l e v e l s .
In sum, B o u r g u i b a ' s  a u t h e n t i c  v i s i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  an 
I s l a m  p u r i f i e d  o f  e x c e s s e s .  The p o l i t i c a l ,  r a t i o n a l ,  
r e f o r m i s t ,  e c o n o m i c ,  and s o c i a l - j u d i c i a l  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h i s  
v i s i o n  s o u g h t  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  pure  e l e m e n t s  o f  I s l a m  and 
a p p l y  them in a way t h a t  t ook  i n t o  a c c o u n t  T u n i s i a ' s  
c h a n g i n g  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .
I t  i s  i mp or t an t  t o  i n d i c a t e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e cu 1ama a c c e p t e d  and s u p p o r t e d  B o u r g u i b a ' s  and 
t h e  N e o - D e s t o u r ' s " a u t h e n t i c "  v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m .  T h i s  was  
c o n v e y e d  c l e a r l y  in t h e  v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  by Touhami N eg r a ,  a 
p r e s t  i g i o u s  ca l i m  and D i r e c t o r  o f  K o r a n i c  S t u d i e s  a t  t he  
Z a y t ou n a  U n i v e r s i t y .  N e g r a ' s  judgement  can be c o n s t r u e d  as  
t y p i c a l  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  Tuni s  ian ^ l a m a .  In 
r e p l y i n g  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  How do you d e f i n e  t h e  component s
o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m  in T u n i s i a ?  Negra  e x p l a i n e d  
t h e  B o u r g u i b a  made o f  I s l a m  a p o s i t i v e  f o r c e  when he opened  
t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  p r o g r e s s  and e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  e x c e s s e s  o f  
f a n a t i s m ,  m y s t i c i s m ,  t a b o o s ,  and s u p e r s t i t i o u s  b on ds .  Negra  
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  B o u r g u i b a  a p p l i e d  t h e  c o r e  o f  I s l a m  t o  t he  
m i s s i o n  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  T u n i s i a .  In t h e  n u c l e a r  and s p a c e  
a g e s ,  Negra  s t r e s s e d ,  t h e r e  i s  a need  t o  u s e  i j t i had and 
r e a s o n i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  s p i r i t u a l  and m a t e r i a l  p r o g r e s s .
38B o u r g u i b a  was a b l e  t o  f o s t e r  t h i s  new s p i r i t  in  T u n i s i a .
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The c o n s e n s u s  among t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  
in  T u n i s i a  d u r i n g  B o u r g u i b a ' s  P r e s i d e n c y  was p r i m a r i l y  based  
on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  former was s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  l a t t e r .  
I n d e e d ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  t h e  Zayt ouna  
U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  Imams f o r  mos ques  were  
go v e r nme nt  c o n t r o l l e d .  The " D i r e c t i o n  de C u l t e , "  t he  
r e l i g i o u s  bureau in T u n i s i a ,  was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  Prime  
M i n i s t e r ' s  O f f i c e  t h a t  s u b s i d i z e d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  In 
r e t u r n ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e l i t e  l e g i t i m i z e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
B o u r g u i b a  and t h a t  o f  t h e  N e o - D e s t o u r .  Thos e  who opposed  
B o u r g u i b a ' s  m o d e r n i s t  o b j e c t i v e s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  removed from 
t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  when E l - A z i z  D j a i t ,  
Shaykh a l -  I s l a m ,  r e f u s e d  t o  d e l i v e r  a f a t w a  a u t h o r i z i n g  
p e o p l e  t o  br e ak  t h e  f a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y  and a l l o w i n g  them t o  
c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  d u t i e s  when t h e y  a r e  on v a c a t i o n  
or  r e t i r e d ,  he was removed from h i s  p o s i t i o n .
B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m  e n c o u n t e r e d  o p p o s i t i o n
m a i n l y  from o t h e r  Arab l e a d e r s ,  namely from N a s s e r  who
a c c u s e d  B o u r g u i b a  o f  b e i n g  "one o f  t h e  l a s t  a g e n t s  o f
39i m p e r i a l i s m  in t h e  Arab w o r l d . "  As 3 a c q u e s  B a u l i n  
e x p l a i n e d :
Bo u r g u i b a  -  t h e  Arab and Moslem -  n e v e r  f e l t  
a t  e a s e  in t h e  Arab w o r l d .  The t h r e e  y e a r s  
he s p e n t  in Egypt  from 1946 t o  1949  
[ p r o p a g a t i n g  t h e  T u n i s i a n  c a u s e  w h i l e  e x i l e d ]  
l e f t  him d i s i l l u s i o n e d .  Where he c o u l d  f i n d  
b r o t h e r s  in l a n g u a g e  and r e l i g i o n ,  he found  
men w i t h  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  p r e o c c u p a t i o n s  from 
h i s  own.  He was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  E g y p t i a n s
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had not  been  a b l e  to  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e i r  
i n d e p e n d e n c e .  [ B o u r g u i b a  s t r e ^ g e d  t h a t ]  ' i t  
w i l l  be d i f f e r e n t  in T u n i s i a . 1
Bo u r g u i b a  was h o s t i l e  t o  N a s s e r ' s  P a n - A r a b i s t  i d e a l s
b e c a u s e  t he y  w ere  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be e x t r e m i s t .  He d e c l a r e d
t h a t  " C a i r o ' s  f e v e r  and h y s t e r i a  w i l l  c a l m down,  so  t h a t  t h e
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and
ti |
i n t e r e s t s  o f  e a c h  Arab c o u n t r y  may p r e v a i l . "  I n de e d ,  such  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e a s o n  why T u n i s i a  d i d  not  j o i n  
t h e  Arab League  u n t i l  S ep te m b er ,  1958 ,  t h a t  i s ,  two and o n e -
i f .  2
h a l f  y e a r s  a f t e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e .
B o u r g u i b a ' s  P o l i c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  I s l a m  
B o u r g u i b a ' s  most  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o l i c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  I s l a m  
a d d r e s s e d  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  T u n i s i a  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  
The re f or ms  in t h e  j u d i c i a l  a r e a  i n c l u d e d  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of  
t h e  S h a ' r i a  c o u r t s  i n t o  T u n i s i a ' s  modern l e g a l  s y s t e m .  The  
s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  Zayt ouna  was i n t e g r a t e d  
in  t h e  g e n e r a l  s e c o n d a r y  s e c u l a r  c u r r i c u l u m .  M o re o v e r ,  t h e  
Zayt ouna  U n i v e r s i t y  became s i m p l y  a d e p a r t me n t  annexed  t o  
t h e  U n i v e r s t y  o f  T u n i s .  The s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  babus  
t u rn ed  ove r  t o  t h e  government  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  h e c t a r e s  o f  l and  t h a t  
had f i n a n c e d  t h e  mosques  and r e l i g i o u s  c h a r i t a b l e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h i s  r e f or m a l l o w e d  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
a c t i v i t i e s  t o  d i r e c t  s t a t e  c o n t r o l .
The most  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e f or m was t h e  p r o m u l g a t i o n  o f  t he  
Code o f  P e r s o n a l  S t a t u t e ,  r a t i f i e d  in A u g u s t ,  19 5 6 .  The
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Code s ought  t o  m o d i f y  t he  r o o t  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e :  t he
f a m i l y .  I t  a b o l i s h e d  pol ygamy;  i t  made m a r r i a g e  a v o l u n t a r y  
c o n t r a c t  be t ween  two p e o p l e  i n s t e a d  o f  an a l l i a n c e  be tween  
two f a m i l i e s ;  i t  s e t  a minimum age  for  m a r r i a g e ;  i t  
o u t l a w e d  t he  mahr cu s t o m (men p a y i n g  l a r g e  sums o f  money t o  
t h e  b r i d e ) ;  and i t  d e c l a r e d  i l l e g a l  t h e  h u s b a n d ' s  r i g h t  t o  
a r b i t r a r i l y  d i v o r c e  h i s  w i f e .  Such p o l i c i e s  made B o u r g u i b a  
t h e  g r e a t  e m a n c i p a t o r  o f  T u n i s i a n  women.
Mo r e ov e r ,  B o ur g u i b a  went  f u r t h e r  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  symbol s
o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  namely t h e  w e a r i n g  o f  t he
v e i l  by women, as  i f  t h e  f e m a l e  we r e  "a d i s g r a c e f u l
t h i n g " .  He a r g u ed :
I f  we u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  m i d d l e - a g e d  women a re  
r e t i c e n t  about  a b a n do n i ng  an o l d  h a b i t ,  we 
can o n l y  d e p l o r e  t h e  s t u b b o r n e s s  o f  p a r e n t s  
who c o n t i n u e  t o  o b l i g e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  wear  
a v e i l  in s c h o o l .  We even  s e e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  
g o i n g  t o  work in t h a t  o d i o u s  r a g . ^ .  . . I t  
has  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  r e l i g i o n .
Bo ur g u i ba  o b t a i n e d  t he  s u p p o r t  o f  t he  Sjlama e l i t e  f o r  
t h e s e  p o l i c i e s ,  m a i n l y  from Tahar Ben Achour ,  R e c t o r  o f  t h e  
Zayt ouna  and i n f l u e n t i a l  M a l i k i  s haykh .  To b o o s t  t h i s  
s u p p o r t ,  B o ur g ui b a  a p p o i n t e d  Cha d l y  E n n i f e r ,  whos e  f a m i l y  
d omi n at ed  t h e  M a l i k i  c i r c l e  o f  cu 1ama, t o  t he  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
A s s e m b l y .  Such t a c t i c s  b e s t o w e d  an aura  o f  r e l i g i o u s
a 5
l e g i t i m a c y  on t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  m o d e r n i s t  p o l i c i e s .
We s t e r n  comment a t ors  ar g ue d  t h a t  B o ur g u i b a  used  a f i r m  
hand t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e  h i s  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  program and 
v i s i o n  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  They r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s y s t e m  as  a
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d e m o c r a t i c  a u t o c r a c y .  In f o r m u l a t i n g  h i s  s t r a t e g y  f or  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  B o u r g u i b a  u n d e r s t o o d  t he  s a c r i f i c e s  ne eded  t o  
f o s t e r  t h e  p r o c e s s .  He s o u gh t  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  p e o p l e  b e f o r e  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f u l l  democracy  and a m u l t i - p a r t y  e l e c t o r a l  
s t r u c t u r e .  He r e a l i z e d  t h e  need t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  minds  o f  t he  
m a s s e s  f or  r e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s h i p .  He m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  
democrac y  "demands c i v i c  and moral  c o n s c i e n c e .
Democracy ,  he m a i n t a i n e d ,  "must be formed p r o g r e s s i v e l y  
w i t h o u t  rush nor demagogy b e c a u s e  democracy  i m p l i e s  
r e s p o n s i b i l t y ,  i f  no t  i t  c o u l d  en g e n d e r  a b u s e  and [ c o u l d
tf.7
become]  a s o u r c e  o f  r e g r e s s i o n . "
In t h e  same v e i n ,  B o u r g u i b a  c a u t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  t he  
d a n g e r s  o f  democrac y  by s a y i n g :  "We must  be c a r e f u l  t h a t
Democracy w i l l  n o t  e n g e n d e r  c h ao s  in our c o u n t r y  a s  i t  has  
done in o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  we r e  n o t  s u f f  i c i e n t l y
I®
p r e p a r e d . " In o r d e r  t o  p r e p a r e  T u n i s i a n s ,  B o u r g u i b a  
embarked on h i s  e d u c a t i o n  ca mpa i g n .  O n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  budge t  
was d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  By 1 9 6 6 ,  l i t e r a c y  
c l i m b e d  from 15% t o  a bout  38%. The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  c h i l d r e n  
a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l  grew from 25 t o  6 5 .  The p r o p o r t i o n  of  
g i r l s  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l  r o s e  from about  30% t o  more than *t0%.
The N e o - D e s t o u r  p l a y e d  a major  r o l e  in t h i s  ca mpa i g n .  
The p a r t y  ma c h i n e  s o u g h t  t o  r a i s e  t h e  m a s s e s '  a w a r e n e s s  by 
r e c r u i t i n g  members a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  and by c r e a t i n g  
a u x i l i a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  such  as  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Uni on  o f  
T u n i s i a n  S t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l  and t h e  N a t i o n a l
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4 9Uni on of  T u n i s i a n  Women.
In t he  l i g h t  o f  such a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  a t  t h e  s o c i o ­
p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l ,  i t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  t h e  o b s e r v e r  t o  s e e  an 
i n c r e a s e  in t he  r e l i g i o u s  " r e v i v a l i s t "  s e n t i m e n t s  w i t h i n  
T u n i s i a .  How can t h i s  i n t r i g u i n g  f a c t  be e x p l a i n e d ?  The  
f o l l o w i n g  segment  i s  an a t t e m p t  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h i s  
movement has an e c o n o mi c  impetus  and t h a t  I s l a m i c  t h e o l o g y  
and i d e a l s  p r o v i d e d  i t  w i t h  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  background.  How
can t h i s  i n t r i g u i n g  f a c t  be e x p l a i n e d ?  T h i s  s e c t i o n
i n c l u d e s  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  t e n e t s ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and 
t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  movement .  I t  i s  a l s o  an a t t e m p t  to  
i n v e s t i g a t e  w he t he r  t h e  movement p o s e s  a t h r e a t  t o  t he  
" a u t h e n t i c "  v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m  as  a model  o f  p o l t i c a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  in Sunni  T u n i s i a .
I s l a m i c  Tendency  Movement(MTI) in T u n i s i a  
The o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  r e v i v a l i s t  movement a l - I t t i  jah a 1-  
I s 1 ami ( I s l a m i c  Tendency  Movement or MTI) can be t r a c e d  t o  
t h e  K o r a n i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  S o c i e t y  f ounded by t h e  Zaytouna
U n i v e r s i t y  in 1970 .  The government  a l l o w e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of
t h i s  s o c i e t y  f o r  two r e a s o n s :  f i r s t ,  t o  a p p e a s e  t he  l e f t -
w i n g  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  became h e a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  Ahmad 
Ben S a l a h ' s  s o c i a l i s t  program,  and s e c o n d ,  t o  o f f s e t  t he  
U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t  u n r e s t  t h a t  emanated f rom w o r s e n i n g  
e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s . ^ ®
The MTI g a i n e d  s t r e n g t h  and m i l i t a n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in
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t h e  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r i o t s  and s t r i k e s  o r g a n i z e d  by t he  
l a b o r  un i on  (UGTT) in 3 a n u ar y ,  19 7 7 ,  e v e n t s  whi ch  r e s u l t e d  
in  t h e  d e a t h  o f  one  hundred p e o p l e  and t h e  i n j u r y  o f  many 
o t h e r s .  The MTI o r g a n i z e d  l o c a l  and r e g i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s .
I t  a t t r a c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  s t u d e n t s  from t h e  Zaytouna  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  s e c u l a r l y - e d u c a t e d  young p e o p l e  from t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T u n i s ,  e l e m e n t s  from t h e  p e t i t e - b o u r g e o i s i e  in 
t h e  r u r a l  a r e a ,  l a w y e r s ,  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s ,  e c o n o m i s t s ,  
t e c h n i c i a n s ,  and e n g i n e e r s .
At t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  i t s  e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  MTI used t h e  
mosques  f or  t h e  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  i t s  c a u s e  where  i t  h e l d  i t s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  b a l a q  ( c i r c l e s  or s e m i n a r s )  a f t e r  F r i d a y  
s e r m o n s .  A f t e r  t h e  1981 p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  whi ch t he  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o u t l i n e d  i t s  p l a t f o r m  and as ked  t o  be a c c e p t e d  
a s  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ,  t h e  government  put  a s t o p  t o  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  mosques  f o l l o w i n g  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s .  As a 
c o n s e q u e n c e ,  members o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  had t o  r e s t r i c t  
t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  I n de e d ,  " t he  s t u d e n t s  
have  f r e q u e n t l y  s e r v e d  as  f i e l d  l i e u t e n a n t s  in t h e  MTI, but  
t h e  move me nt ' s  p o l i t i c a l  b u r e a u s  have  been  s u p p l i e d  by non-  
s t u d e n t s . " ^ *  The p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  movement we r e  
R a s h i d  a l - G h a n n o u c h i  ( 55  y e a r s  o l d )  and Abd a l - F a t i h  Mourou 
( 45  y e a r s  o l d ) .
The mos t  i m p o r t a n t  MTI demands c o n s i s t e d  o f  r e t u r n i n g  
t h e  r i g h t  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  t o  t h e  m a s s e s ,  d i s t r i b u t i n g  
n a t i o n a l  w e a l t h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  I s l a m i c  p r i n c i p l e  "each
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a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  e f f o r t ,  t o  e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  n e e d , "
a l l o w i n g  more than  one  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t o  e x i s t ,  r e v i v i n g
I s l a m i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  in T u n i s i a ,  r e v i v i n g  t h e  mosque as  a
52c e n t e r  o f  m o b i l i z a t i o n .
The MTI g a i n e d  a g r e a t  impetus  a f t e r  t h e  "bread r i o t s "
in  J a n u a r y ,  19 8 4 ,  when t h e  government  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  p r i c e  o f
b r e a d .  The MTI c a p i t a l i z e d  on t h e  e v e n t  t o  g a i n  t h e  s u p p or t
o f  a l a r g e  number o f  p e o p l e  from t h e  lower e c o n o mi c  s t r a t a
o f  t he  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  had e x p e r i e n c e d  d e p r i v a t i o n  and
f r u s t r a t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from unmet e c o n o mi c  e x p e c t a t i o n s .
Based  on t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  s e c r e t  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  one  can
c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  l e a d i n g  f a c t o r  in t h e  MTI's  s u c c e s s  and
a p p e a l  was p r i m a r i l y  bas ed  on e c o n o mi c  i s s u e s .  The c a l l  f o r
a r e t u r n  t o  I s l a m i c  p r i n c i p l e s  b a s ed  on t h e  S h a ' r i a  was j u s t
t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  v e i l  t h a t  l e g i t i m i z e d  t he  c a u s e .  The
b o o k l e t  "For t he  Sake o f  Freedom;  f o r  t h e  Sake o f  Human
R i g h t s , "  d i s t r i b u t e d  in J u n e ,  19 8 4 ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e s
o f  t he  r i o t s  w e r e  r e l a t e d  t o  w o r s e n i n g  e c o n o mi c  s i t u a t i o n
c a u s e d  by unempl oyment ,  i n a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g ,  p o p u l a t i o n
e x p l o s i o n ,  i n c r e a s i n g  p o v e r t y ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  w o r s e n i n g
gap be tween  t h e  r i c h  e l i t e  a l l i e d  t o  t h e  government  and t h e
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  in p o v e r t y  and
5 3
d e p r i v a t i o n .  Such c o n d i t i o n s ,  MTI members a r g u e d ,  we r e  
c a u s e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  keep i t s  p r o m i s e s  o f  
p r o v i d i n g  e c o n om i c  p r o s p e r i t y  and s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .
The T u n i s i a n  economy f a c e d  t h e  prob l em o f  a c c o m o d a t i n g
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t h e  r i s i n g  number o f  u n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e s  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 7 0 s .
T u n i s i a n  y ou t h  became d i s i l l u s i o n e d  and c o n v i n c e d  t h a t
5 /1
" e d u c a t i o n  or n o t ,  a f u t u r e  t h e r e  i s  n o t . "  From
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  a c t i v i s t  members w i t h i n  MTI i t  was a p p ar e n t
t h a t  t h e  e c o no mi c  s i t u a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  t h e  p r i mary  impet us  t o
t h e  r e v i v a l i s t  movement .  The a c t i v i s t  members e x p r e s s e d
t h e i r  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  low s a l a r i e s ,  t h e  r i s e  in t h e  c o s t
o f  l i v i n g ,  and unempl oyment .  They a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e
r u l i n g  e l i t e  was g e t t i n g  r i c h e r  on t h e  backs  o f  poor  m a s s e s .
Some We s te r n  c omme n t at or s  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  r i s e  o f
I s l a m i c  r e v i v a l i s m  in T u n i s i a  i s  a l s o  a t t r i b u t e d  t o
p o l i t i c a l  and p s y c h o - s o c i a l  t h e s e s .  On t h e  p o l i t i c a l
l e v e l , t h e y  a r g ue d  t h a t  t h e  1970s  w i t n e s s e d  a b l o c k a g e  o f
p a r t i c i p a t o r y  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  d e p r i v e d  a l a r g e  p a r t
o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  f rom " a c c e s s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  f o r a . " ^  Indeed
t h i s  b l o c k a g e  was o c c u r r i n g  in a s o c i e t y  no t  n o t e d  f o r  i t s
p l u r a l i s m .  The s i n g l e  r e f u g e  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  an a l t e r n a t i v e
56p o l i t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  was t h e  mosque .
The p s y c h o - s o c i a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i s e  o f  r e v i v a l i s m  
in  T u n i s i a  f o c u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  m a l a i s e  
e x p e r i e n c e d  by T u n i s i a n  y ou t h  who f e l t  r e j e c t e d  in e v e r y  
s p h e r e  o f  t h e i r  s o c i e t y .  I n d e e d ,  a s  A b d e l k a de r  Zghal  
i n d i c a t e d ;
E c o n o m i c a l l y ,  t h e y  have  been t o l d  t h e i r  
s k i l l s  a r e  not  n e e d e d ;  . . . c u l t u r a l l y ,  t h e y  
have  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  s u c c e s s  was meas ured  in 
how u n l i k e  t h e m s e l v e s  and t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  t h e  
i s ,  how W e s t e r n i z e d  t h e y  c o u l d  become.  . . . 
I d e o l o g i c a l l y  T u n i s i a n  y ou t h  o f  t h e  1960s  and
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1970s  g e n e r a t i o n s  f a c e d  an i n e f f e c t i v e  
c h o i c e .  On one hand,  t h e y  w e r e  o f f e r e d  t h e  
D e s t o u r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  w h i ch  in t h e  y e a r s  
s i n c e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  had shown i t s e l f  i n c a p a b l e  
o f  r e c t i f y i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e s  and 
i n e q u i t i e s  by w h i ch  t h e y  w e r e  t h r e a t e n e d .  On 
t h e  o t h e r  hand,  w h i l e  t h e  r a d i c a l  l e f t  c o u l d  
l a y  out  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m s ,  by 
d e n y i n g  t h e  w o r t h  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  c u l t u r a l  
h e r i t a g e - - a n d  I s l a m 7 in p a r t i c u l a r - - i t , t o o ,  
was u n s a t i s f a c t o r y
Th u s ,  t h e  MTI o f f e r e d  a f r e s h  a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  
a d d r e s s e d  b o t h  t h e  e c o n om i c  and and s o c i o - p s h y c h o l o g i c a l  
d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  m a l a i s e  o f  t h e  T u n i s i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  in 
g e n e r a l  and t h e  y o u t h  in p a r t i c u l a r .  One can a r g u e  t h a t  
s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  l e d  t o  t h e  r i s e  o f  and gr o w t h  o f  t h e  
r e v i v a l i s t  movement .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a s p e c t  i s  
t h e  s a l i e n t  o n e .
B o u r g u i b a ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t h e  N e o - D e s t o u r  
r e s p o n d e d  h a r s h l y  t o  t h e  MTI m i l i t a n t  i n t i a t i v e s .  The 
m i l i t a r y  was c a l l e d  e v e r y  t i me  r i o t s  and d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  
b r o k e  o u t .  The l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  movement  w e r e  i m p r i s o n e d  and 
t o r t u r e d .  B o u r g u i b a  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e v i v a l i s t  movement  
was a f a n a t i c  and e x t r e m i s t  i d e o l o g y  i mport ed  from 
K h o m e i n i ' s  I ran  and G h a d d a f i ' s  L i b y a  t o  d e s t r o y  T u n i s i a ' s  
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  s h o u l d  be r e p r e s s e d  w i t h  
f i r m n e s s .
Zin A l - A b i d i n  Ben A 1 i , a former  G e n e r a l  in t h e  T u n i s i a n  
Army, was c a l l e d  in t o  put  a s t o p  t o  i n t e r n a l  u n r e s t .  Ben 
A l i  was aware  o f  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  He c a r r i e d  
out  a b l o o d l e s s  m i l i t a r y  coup and t ook  power on January  7 ,
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19 8 8 .  Ben A1i  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  he had t o  i n t e r f e r e  and t a k e
o v e r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y  b e c a u s e  B o ur g u i b a  was
t o o  i l l  and s e n i l e  t o  g o v er n  T u n i s i a .  Ben A1i  e x p l a i n e d
t h a t  when he i n t e r v e n e d  t h e  S t a t e  was t o t a l l y  c u t  o f f  from
s o c i e t y ,  i n t r i g u e  r e p l a c e d  p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  became c r i p p l e d ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was
i n e f f e c t i v e ,  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t i e s  w er e  i n t i m i d a t e d ,  and human
58r i g h t s  w er e  v i o l a t e d .
Ben A1i  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  I s l a m  w i l l  no l o n g e r  be us e d  as
a t o o l  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  game.  He e mp h a s i ze d  t h a t  I s l a m  i s
an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  p e o p l e ' s  i d e n t i t y ,
s o c i a l  make-up,  and c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  T u n i s i a  and t h a t
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e s p o n s i b i I t y  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  i t  and
s a f e g u a r d  i t  f rom o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e s .  Most  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  Ben
A1i  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  any form o f  r e l i g i o u s
59e x t r e m i s m  or f a n a t i c i s m .  Ben A1i  was a b l e  t o  open a 
d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  MTI l e a d e r s  by o f f e r i n g  s e v e r a l  programs  
t o  e nha nc e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  I s l a m  in T u n i s i a .  Among t h e s e  
programs were  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  R e l i g i o u s  
A f f a i r s  t o  o v e r s e e  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  in T u n i s i a ,  
t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  I s l a m i c  S t u d i e s  in 
K a i r o u a n ,  and making  t h e  Za y t o u n a  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  s e c u l a r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t . ^ ®
Ben A1 i c a r r i e d  out  a d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  MTI on t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  c h a n g e  t h e i r  name,  b e c a u s e  t h e  111  i jah  
a 1 - 1 s 1'amT meant  t h a t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  T u n i s i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  d i d
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not  f o l l o w  t h e  I s l a m i c  p a t h .  A b d e l f a t t a h  Mourou i n d i c a t e d
t h a t  t h e  movement w i l l  c a l l  i t s e l f  Hezb a l - N ah d h a  ( t h e
R e n a i s s a n c e  P a r t y ) .  M o r e o v er ,  Mourou i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t he
n e x t  s t e p  in t h e  I s l a m i s t  agenda  would be t o  l e g a l i z e  t h e
P a r t y  and a l l o w  i t  t o  p u b l i s h  a n e w s p ap er .  Mourou s t r e s s e d
t h a t  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  and l e g i t i m i z e
t h e  new g o ve r n me n t .  He e x p a l i n e d :
Our P a r t y  d o e s  no t  s ee k  t o  cha ng e  t h e  p r e s e n t  
p o l i t i c a l  e q u i l i b r i u m .  We w i l l  be happy t o  
o b t a i n  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  s e a t s  in t h e  N a t i o n a l  
A s s emb l y  in t h e  upcoming t h r e e  l e g i s l a t u r e s .
. . . Our P a r t i  i s  needed  f o r  t h e  s t a b i l i t y
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I t  woul d  be u s e l e s s  and
d a n g e r o u s  t o  t r y  t o  c r e a t e  an e r r o n e o u s  p a r t y  
w i t h  I s l a m i c  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  c o u n t e r  Hizb a l -  
Nahda.
F u t u r e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  in T u n i s i a  
remain t o  be s e e n .  S i n c e  t he  e v e n t s  o f  November 7 ,  1988 ,  
w hi c h  ended B o u r g u i b a ' s  t h i r t y - t w o  year  r u l e ,  T u n i s i a  seems
t o  be s t a b l e .  The e c o no mi c  i s s u e s  need t o  be a d d r e s s e d  by
t h e  new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The r e l a t i v e  newne ss  o f  Ben A 1 i ' s 
reg i me  d o e s  not  g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t  t ime  in w hi ch  t o  e v a l u a t e  
i t .  I n s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  a b out  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  new 
r e g i me  imposes  b a r r i e r s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  At t h i s  s t a g e ,  
t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  c a n n o t  be o v e r l y  c o n f i d e n t  about  many o f  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  c o n c e r n i n g  m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  in 
T u n i s i a ,  s i n c e  i t  has  not  y e t  e v o l v e d  i n t o  i t s  f i n a l  s h a p e .
In r e t r o s p e c t ,  one  mi g h t  a s k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s :  
How can B o u r g u i b a ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
T u n i s i a  be e v a l u a t e d ?  Did h i s  v i s i o n  o f  " a u t h e n t i c  Is lam"
R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .
1 8 7
f a i l ?  Did t h i s  v i s i o n  a c c o m p l i s h  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s i n c e
B o u r g u i b a ' s  reg i me  l a s t e d  f o r  t h i r t y - t h r e e  y e a r s ?  The
s p e c i f i c  i m p o r t an ce  o f  t h e  T u n i s i a n  c a s e ,  C h a r l e s  A.  Micaud
a r g u e d ,  " i s  t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e r e  h e l p s
62c l a r i f y  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n . "  Micaud
e m p h a s i z e d ,  "A modern s o c i e t y  c a n n o t  be d e f i n e d  o n l y  in
terms o f  i t s  t e c h n o l o g y  or i t s  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l
s t r u c t u r e s  i f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  t o  c a p t u r e  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f
t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  f o r  whi ch  t h e  new c o u n t r i e s  a r e  
63s t r i v i n g . "  The T u n i s i a n  e x p e r i e n c e  under B o u r g u i b a ' s  
l e a d e r s h i p  p r e s e n t s  a b r o ad e r  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  i s  p r o b a b l y  
a p p l i c a b l e  and r e l e v a n t  t o  mos t  d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s .  I n d e e d ,  
t h e  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  has  been a c c o m p l i s h e d  in 
T u n i s i a .  For a t h i r t y - t h r e e  y e a r  p e r i o d  T u n i s i a  w i t n e s s e d  
s t a b i l i t y  b a s e d  on a o n e - p a r t y  s y s t e m  t h a t  was t h e  v e h i c l e  
o f  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  t a s k .  I f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  o f  
" a u t h e n t i c  I s l am" was u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e  s y s t e m  c o u l d  not  
have  l a s t e d  f o r  s o  l o n g .  Two major  e l e m e n t s  bro u g h t  about  
t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  s y t e m .  The f i r s t  was B o u r g u i b a ' s  age  
and i l l n e s s ;  and s e c o n d ,  a d i f f i c u l t  e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  
p l a g u e d  p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  l a c k  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  
a c c o mo d a t e  t h e  e d u c a t e d  and c u l t u r a l l y  e m a n c i p a t e d  human 
r e s o u r c e s .  ’
P r o p o n e n t s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  as  f u n c t i o n  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  
d i s c u s s e d  in C h a p t er  I ,  m i g ht  a r g ue  t h a t  t h e  pr o b l e m p o s e d  
by T u n i s i a  stemmed from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o c c u r r e d
R e p ro d u c e d  with p erm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r the r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .
1 8 8
o n l y  on paper  s i n c e  i t  was not  c o u p l e d  w i t h  an e l e c t o r a l  
p r o c e s s  t h a t  g a v e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  e l e c t o r a t e  a c h o i c e .  As 
e x p l a i n e d  e a r l i e r  in t h e  c h a p t e r ,  B o ur g u i b a  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  
t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  in d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n s i s t s  o f  e d u c a t i n g  t he  
p e o p l e  to  be r e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s  and t o  c a r r y  out  t h e i r  
d u t i e s  in a d e m o c r a t i c  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h  a w a r e n e s s .
T h i s  a s p e c t  o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i e w  o f  d ev e l o p m e n t  f i t s  
i n t o  Samuel  P .  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h a t  
i s ,  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t e m p o r a r i l y  t o  c o n s t r a i n  new gr o u p s  in 
d e v e l o p i n g  s o c i e t i e s  from p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
p r o c e s s  in t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g  in o rd er  t o  
a v o i d  v i o l e n c e ,  c o r r u p t i o n ,  and p o l i t i c a l  d e c a y .  L i m i t i n g  
t h e  number o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  in t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e s  o f  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  H u n t i n g t o n  a r g u e d ,  w o u l d  s e c u r e  c o n s t a n c y  and 
s t a b i l t y .  In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  N e o - D e s t o u r  P a r t y  f u n c t i o n e d  
as  t h e  o r g a n i z e r  o f  l e g i t i m a c y  and t h e  p r o v i d e r  o f  s t a b i l t y .
I t  was B o u r g u i b a ' s  " a u t h e n t i c "  v i s i o n  o f  I s l a m  t h a t  
awakened T u n i s i a n s  and f r e e d  them from s u p e r s t i t i o u s  b e l i e f s  
and d e c a d e n t  t r a d i t i o n s .  The t a s k  o f  Ben A1i  i s  t o  e n e r g i z e  
t h e  economy and f i n d  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  pr o b l e ms  f a c i n g  t h e  
new g e n e r a t i o n s .
In c o n c l u s i o n ,  one  can a r g u e  t h a t  T u n i s i a ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
Wal t  W. R o s t o w ' s  t h e o r y  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i s  a t  t h e  " t a k e - o f f "  
s t a g e  ( t h e  t h i r d  ) o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  B o u r g u i b a ' s  m o d e n i s t  and 
d e s a c r a l i z e d  v i e w s  l e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  t h i s  s t a g e .  I t  
re ma i ns  t o  be s e e n  i f  t h e  new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  be a b l e  t o
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CONCLUSION
T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  has  examined  a v a r i e t y  o f  s p e c i f i c  
Sunni  mode l s  o f  s t a t e - m o s q u e  r e l a t i o n s  in t h e  Mi dd l e  E a s t .  
The c o u n t r i e s  c h o s e n  f or  a n a l y s i s  we r e  T u r k e y ,  E g y p t ,  Saudi  
A r a b i a ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  T u n i s i a .
T hr e e  f u ndamen t a l  s i m i l a r t i e s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e s e  
n a t i o n - s t a t e s .  F i r s t ,  a l l  o f  them have  t o  f a c e  and r e s o l v e  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  r e l i g i o n  ( n a m e l y ,  Sunni  I s l a m)  
in  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s .  
P o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  in t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  ( e x c e p t  Turkey)  a r e  
c o n v i n c e d  t he y  can d i s c o v e r  a p a t t e r n  or f or mul a  t h a t  
somehow c ombi ne s  t h e i r  c h e r i s h e d  I s l a m i c  h e r i t a g e  and t h e  
p r i n c i p a l s  o f  modern p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  The same 
c h a l l e n g e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f a c e s  o t h e r  d e v e l o p i n g  s t a t e s ,  bo t h  
i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  I s l a m i c  communi ty .
The s ec o nd  s i m i l a r i t y  t h a t  can be i d e n t i f i e d  among 
t h e s e  Sunni  c o u n t r i e s  i s  t h a t  a l l  a r e  en gaged  in t h e  p r o c e s s  
o f  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p e m e n t . The t h i r d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  t h e  
s a l i e n c e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " l e g i t i m a c y "  grounded in 
r e l i g i o u s  s o u r c e s  or v a l u e s  on wh i ch  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  
s y s t e m s  u l t i m a t e l y  d e p e n d s .
The p r i n c i p a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from t h i s  
a n a l y s i s  i s  t h a t  eac h  o f  t h e  mo d e l s  e x e m p l i f i e d  by t h e  four  
c a s e s  examined p r e s e n t e d  d i f f e r e n t  a n s we r s  t o  t h e s e  
q u e s t i o n s .  To r e c a p i t u l a t e :  a f t e r  t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  o f  t h e  
I s l a m i c  f a i t h  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d ,  t h e  s t u d y  began by f o c u s i n g
190
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on t h e  c a s e  o f  E g y p t ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  model  o f  " p a r a l l e l "  
or " s y m b i o t i c "  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  s t a t e  and mos que .  The  
r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1952 was and remained s e c u l a r  in o r i e n t a t i o n .  
The s e c u l a r i s t  p a t t e r n  a d o pt e d  by Egypt  w a s ,  h o we v e r ,  
m i l d e r  in form than in Turkey;  i t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  g r a d u a l  
en c r o a c hme nt  o f  t h e  s t a t e  upon s p h e r e s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
o p e r a t e d  by t h e  cu l a m a . I n d e e d ,  N a s s e r ,  S a d a t ,  and Mubarak 
had a " mo de r n i s t "  ( bu t  not  a s e c u l a r i s t )  v i e w  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  
I s l a m  in t he  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  t o  f i t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a 
m o d e r n i z i n g  s t a t e .  P o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  in Egypt  has  
emanated p r i n c i p a l l y  from r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l i s t s - - m o s t  
c o n s p i c u o u s l y  t h e  Mus l i m B r o t h e r h o o d - - w h o  have  i mp a i r e d  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  o f  Egypt  f o r  y e a r s .  To d a t e ,  t h e  
o p p o s i t i o n  has no t  s u c c e e d e d  in d i s p l a c i n g  t h e  r e g i m e .
The s ec o n d  c a s e  examined was Saudi  A r a b i a ,  t h e  b i r t h  
p l a c e  o f  t he  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  model  o f  
" p a r t n e r s h i p "  or " f u s i o n "  o f  t e mpor a l  and s p i r i t u a l  r e a l m s - -  
a f undament a l  t e n e t  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n .  The 
t r a d i t i o n a l  a l l i a n c e  be t ween  t h e  r o y a l  House  o f  Saud and t he  
p u r i t a n i c a l  Wahhabi  s e c t  o f  Sunni  I s l a m  p r o v i d e d  t h e  Saudi  
n a t i o n  w i t h  a u n i q u e  model  o f  s t a t e - m o s q u e  r e l a t i o n s ,  whe re  
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  p l a y  a pr imary  r o l e  in 
p r o m u l g a t i n g  p o l i c i e s  and in i m p l e m e n t i n g  them.
The t h i r d  c a s e  was t h a t  o f  s e c u l a r i z e d  T u r k ey .  S i n c e  
World War I ,  Turkey has been a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  
d e v e l o p e m e n t  in t he  M i d d l e  E a s t .  The o u t s t a n d i n g  f a c t  about
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T u r k e y ' s  s e c u l a r  model  i s  A t a t u r k ' s  s w e e p i n g  and r a d i c a l  
r e f or ms  t h a t  s ought  t o  t r a n s f o r m  Turkey i n t o  a W e s t e r n i z e d  
n a t i o n  and t o  break  a l l  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  A r a b o - I s l a m i c  c u l t u r e .  
A t a t u r k  e l i m i n a t e d  r e l i g i o u s  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
p r o c e s s ,  l e a v i n g  r e l i g i o u s  a m a t t e r  o f  p r i v a t e  c o n s c i e n c e .  
Hi s  scheme d i d  not  i n v o l v e  a s e p a r a t i o n  be t we e n  s t a t e  and 
mosque but  r a t h e r  a government  t a k e o v e r  a f  a l l  domains  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  r e g u l a t e d  by r e l i g i o n .  Yet  i t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  
remember t h a t  in h i s  e n d e a v o r s ,  A t a t u r k  was a Turk and not  
an A r a b . He was admi red  by A r a bo -Mu s l i m p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s ,  
but  no o t h e r  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  n a t i o n  in t h e  modern p e r i o d  has  
da r e d  t o  e m u l a t e  him.  R ec e n t  e v e n t s  in T u r k ey ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l i s t  move me nt s ,  have  c a l l e d  i n t o  s e r i o u s  
q u e s t i o n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  A t a t u r k ' s  s e c u l a r  p o l i c i e s .
The c a s e  o f  Sunni  T u n i s i a  p r e s e n t s  a u n i q u e  model  o f  
m o s q u e - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s :  " a u t h e n t i c  I s l a m  d e v e l o p e d  by
B o u r g u i b a .  In C ha p t er  V I I ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  f o c u s e d  upon t h e  
c omponent s  o f  B o u r g u i b a ' s  v i s i o n  w h i c h  c a l l e d  p r i m a r i l y  f or  
an I s l a m  p u r i f i e d  o f  e x c e s s e s  and s u p e r s t i t i o n s .  B o ur g u i b a  
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  one can be b o t h  modern and a good  Mus l i m.
The T u n i s i a n  model  p r o v e d  f o r  a t h i r t y - t h r e e - y e a r  p e r i o d  
t h a t  a n a t i o n  can adapt  t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  o f  I s l a m  t o  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  c a s e  o f  Sunni  T u n i s i a  
i n d i c a t e s  t h e  i m p or t a nc e  o f  f a v o r a b l e  e c o n om i c  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  
t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  any p o l i t i c a l  program.
The major major  d i f f e r e n c e s  among t h e  I s l a m i c  c o u n t r i e s
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exami ned  in t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  t he  
ulama or r e c o g n i z e d  r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s p h e r e .  In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
l e g i t i m i z e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .
As was e mp h a s i z e d  in t h e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  c h a p t e r ,  in t h e  
l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  r e l a t i v e l y  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  has  been p a i d  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
s y s t e m s  and v a l u e s  in t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
As e x p l a i n e d  e a r l i e r ,  among d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r i s t s ,  t h r e e  
main s c h o o l s  o f  t h o u g h t  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  may be i n d e n t i f i e d .  
Some d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r i s t s  l a r g e l y  i g n o r e  r e l i g i o n  
a l t o g e t h e r  as  an e l e m e n t  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s .  T h i s  
f a c t  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e i r  model  o f  "de ve l opme nt "  i s  
d e r i v e d  from w e s t e r n  e x p e r i e n c e .  They v i e w  d e v e l o p m e n t  as  
an i n h e r e n t l y  s e c u l a r  p r o c e s s .
A s e c o n d  group i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  h o s t i l e  t o  r e l i g i o n  and 
v i e w s  i t  as  a b a r r i e r  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t .  W i t h i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y ,  
two i mp o r t an t  s u bg r o up s  may be i n d e n t i f i e d  : t h e  c o m m u n i s t s ,  
a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n  a l t o g e t h e r ;  and non-  
M a r x i s t  s e c u l a r i s t s ,  who c a l l  f or  s t r i c t  d i s e n g a g e m e n t  or  
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c hur c h  and s t a t e ,  l e a v i n g  r e l i g i o n  a m a t t e r  o f  
p r i v a t e  c o n c i e n c e .  I t  i s  i m p or t a n t  t o  p o i n t  out  t h a t  L e n i n ,  
a major  spokesman f o r  t he  M a r x i s t  t r a d i t i o n ,  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  
p o t e n c y  o f  r e l i g i o n  in u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  t h i r d - w o r l d  c o u n t r i e s  
and c a u t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  in 
t h e s e  s o c i e t i e s .
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The t h i r d  group o f  comment a t ors  r e g a r d s  r e l i g i o n  and 
t r a d i t i o n  as  a p o s i t i v e  t o o l  t h a t  has  t o  be t ak e n  i n t o  
a c c o u n t  in any s a t i s f a c t o r y  t h e o r y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t . 
As t h e  e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  in t h i s  s t u d y  s u g g e s t s ,  t h e  f i r s t  
two s c h o o l s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r y ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  s e c u l a r i s m  
w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a r e  not  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  an i n f l u e n t i a l  group  
o f  I s l a m i c  s t a t e s .  By most  c r i t e r i a ,  t h e  Saudi  p o l i t i c a l  
s y s t e m  or E g y p t i a n  p a t t e r n  o f  p a r a l l e l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  
r e a s o n a b l y  s u c c e s s f u l  in t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e i r  r e g i m e s  a r e  
l e g i t i m a t e  and have  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  b ot h  s p i r i t u a l  and 
t e mpor a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  In t h e s e  two c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  a r e  c o o p e r a t i n g  t o  c r e a t e  
b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s ,  and by some s t a n d a r d s  a t  
l e a s t ,  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  have  s u c c e e d e d .
In T u r k e y ,  t h e  r e c e n t  I s l a m i c  r e v i v a l  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
some k in d  o f  r e l i g i o u s l y  c o n f e r r e d  l e g i t i m a c y  i s  s t i l l  
ne e d e d  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  reg i me  or c i v i l i a n  l e a d e r s  t o  
a c h i e v e  g e n u i n e  s t a b i l i t y .
The d i s s e r t a t i o n  t h e s i s  f i n d s  " i t s  h a p p i e s t  home" in  
t h e  t h i r d  s c h o o l  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r y .  I t s  b a s i c  p r e m i s e  
i s  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  not  i n f r e q u e n t l y  has a c r u c i a l  impact  on 
t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .  The c a s e  s t u d i e s  w er e  c h o s e n  
w i t h  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  in mi nd ,  and t h e  e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  in 
them c o n f i r m s  t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n .  I t  i s  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o n c l u s i o n  
o f  t h e  e n q u i r y  i s  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  d o e s  i n d e e d  p l a y  a h i g h l y  
i n f l u e n t i a l  p a r t  in t h e  d ev e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s  o f  I s l a m i c
R e p ro d u c e d  with p erm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r the r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .
1 9 5
n a t i o n s .  The q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  r e l i g i o n  i s  a n e g a t i v e  or 
p o s i t i v e  f o r c e  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s  remai ns  t o  be 
a ns wer ed  a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y .  The e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  in t he  
c a s e  s t u d i e s  i s  c l e a r l y  m i x e d .  Egypt  and Saudi  A r a b i a  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  has p l a y e d  a p o s i t i v e  r o l e  in t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  
l e g i t i m a c y ,  whi ch  i s  a f unda me nt a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  
s t a b i 1 i t y .
In o rder  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  in t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  I s l a m i c  c o u n t r i e s ,  i t  i s  
c r u c i a l  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  r e g i o n s  t h a t  make up t h e  I s l a m i c  
w o r l d  remain d i s t i n c t  from one a n o t h e r .  The o n l y  e l e me n t  
p er h a ps  t h a t  i s  common t o  them i s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  members o f  
t h e  I s l a m i c  communi ty .  That  i s ,  I s l a m  p l a y e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
p a r t  in s h a p i n g  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y .  However ,  t h e  impact  o f  t h e  
I s l a m i c  f a i t h  was but  one  o f  many f o r c e s  a f f e c t i n g  t he  
h i s t o r y  and t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  n a t i o n s  l o n g  b e f o r e  t he  
a d v e n t  o f  I s l a m  and even  a f t e r  t h e  I s l a m i c  p e r i o d  began .
I t  i s  beyond t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  t o  r e d e f i n e  t h e  
c o n c e p t  o f  " n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t . "  However ,  t h e  i m p l i c a ­
t i o n s  o f  t he  c a s e  s t u d i e s  exami ned  h e r e  c a l l  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n s  and d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  e q u a t i n g  s e c u 1a r i s m  w i t h  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .  I t  
i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  f o r  one  group o f  t h i r d - w o r l d  
c o u n t r i e s  a d e f e n s i b l e  t h e o r y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  must  
a c c o mo d at e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  d e e p l y  h e l d  r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s
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C h a p t e r  II
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P r e s s ,  1 9 8 1 ) .
Mohammad Marmaduk P i c k t h a l l ,  The Meani ng  o f  t h e
G l o r i o u s  Koran (New York:  M e n t e r ,  n . d . ) ,  p . x .
^ A l f r e d  G u i l l a u m e ,  1s la m ( B a l t i m o r e :  P e n g u i n  Bo o ks ,
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^Moojan Momen, An I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  S h i i  I s l a m  (New 
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Harper and Row, 1 9 7 2 ) ,  pp.  5 3 - 5 4 .
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21 Mor t i mar ,  F a i t h  and P o w er , p.  4 4 .
22 Se e  I smae l  and I s m a e l ,  Government  and P o l i t i c s  in 
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23 . I .  G o l d z i h e r ,  V o r i e n s u n g e n  U b e r d e n , q uo t ed  in 
G u i l l a u m e ,  I s l a m , p.  120 .
24 R e y n o l d  A.  N i c h o l s o n ,  The M y s t i c s  o f  I s l a m , q uo t e d  in 
C h r i s t o p h e r  I s l a m i c  T r a d i t i o n , p .  8 8 .
25 For an e x t e n d e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  S u f i s m  s e e  C h r i s t o p h e r ,  
I s l a m i c  T r a d i t i o n , p .  8 6 - 1 0 1 ;  and Ni kk i  K e d d i e ,  e d . ,  
S c h o l a r s ,  S a i n t s  and S u f i s :  Mus1 im R e l i g i o n s  I n s t i t u t i o n s
in t h e  Mi dd l e  E a s t  ( B e r k e l e y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a
P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 ) .
26 John L a f f i n ,  The Dagger o f  I s l a m  (New York:  Bantam
B o o k s ,  I n c . ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  pp.  4 - 5 .
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Z i a u d d i n  S a r t a r ,  The F u t u r e  o f  Mus l im C i v i l i z a t i o n  
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For f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e e  H. A.  R.  Gi bb ,  
" I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  I s l a m i c  H i s t o r y , "  C a h i e r s  d ' H i s t o i r e  
M o n d i a l e  1 ( 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 )  r e p r i n t e d  in The Mus1 im WorId 45 
( 1 9 5 5 ) :  4 - 1 5 ,  1 2 1 - 1 3 3 .
^ H a s a n  a l - B a n n a ,  A S e l e c t i o n  from t h e  Majmu a t  R a s a ' i l  
a i - I mam a l - S h a h i d  Hasan a l - B a n n a , t r a n s .  by C h a r l e s  W e n d e l l .  
Near E a s t e r n  S t u d i e s  20 ( B e r k e l e y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a
P r e s s ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,  p .  22;  a l s o  s e e  W i l l i a m  P.  M i t c h e l l ,  The  
S o c i e t y  o f  Moslem B r o t h e r s  (London:  Oxf ord  U n i v e r s i t y
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) .
^ L o t h r o p  S t o d d a r d ,  The New World o f  I s l a m  (New York:  
C h a r l e s  S c r i b n e r ' s  S o n s ,  1 9 2 2 ) ,  p .  2 6 .
^ L a f f i n ,  The Dagger  o f  I s l a m , p .  2 2 .
^ D a n i e l  P i p e s ,  "Thi s  World i s  P o l i t i c a l !  The I s l a m i c
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R e v i v a l  o f  t h e  S e v e n t i e s , "  in At I s s u e :  P o l i t i c s  in  t h e
World A r e n a ,  e d . ,  S t e v e n  L.  S p i e g e l ,  3rd e d i t i o n  (New York:  
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Mus i i m B r o t h e r s  (London:  Ox f or d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) ;
Zv i  K a p h i n s k y ,  "The Mus l im B r o t h e r h o o d , "  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  
Af f a  i r s 5 ( 1 9 5 4 ) :  3 7 7 - 3 8 5 ;  Musa I sh a k  H u s a i n i ,  The Moslem 
B r e t h e r n  ( B e i r u t :  K h a y a t ,  1 9 5 6 ) ;  and Hasan A1 Banna,  "La 
N o u v e l l e  R e n a i s s a n c e  du Monde Arabe  e t  son O r i e n t a t i o n , "  
t r a n s .  by A.  M i q u e l , Or i e n t  6 ( 1 9 5 8 ) :  1 3 9 - 1 4 4 .
^ J a n s e n ,  Mi 1 i t a n t  I s l a m , p .  149 .
^ C h r i s t o p h e r ,  The I s l a m i c  T r a d i t i o n , p .  162 .
D i s c u s s i o n  o f  A l - A f g h a n i ' s  l i f e  i s  i n c l u d e d  in Naib  
Muhammad, "Seyed Jamal  Ud-Din A f g h a n i , "  P a k i s t a n  T i m e s , 
La ho r e  ( P a k i s t a n ) ,  Aug u s t  6 , 1965;  and A1 Mujah i d  S h a r i f ,  
"Af g ha n i  and t h e  Re de mp t i on  o f  I s l a m , "  Mus1 im News 
I n t e r n a t  i o n a l , K a r a c h i ,  December 1963 .
^ W i l f r e d  C a n t w e l l  S m i t h ,  I s l a m  in Modern H i s t o r y  (New 
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^Muhammad Abduh,  The T h e o l o g y  o f  U n i t y , t r a n s ,  by 
K e nn et h  Cragg (London:  Ge o r g e  A l l e n  & Unwin,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p.  153 .
**2 J a n s e n ,  M i l i t a n t  I s l a m ,  p .  9 3 .
£» 3S e e  t h e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t u d y  by Ma l c o lm H. K e r r ,  
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6 5 I b i d . ,  p .  155 .
^ J a n s e n ,  Mi 1 i t a n t  I s 1 am, p.  9 3 .
^ R a l p h  B r a i b a n t i ,  "Rec overy  o f  I s l a m i c  I d e n t i t y  in 
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*Hmaied A n s a r i ,  "Egypt:  R e p r e s s i o n  and L i b e r a l i z a t i o n , "  
C u r r e n t  H i s t o r y  ( F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 7 ) ,  p .  7 7 - 8 0 .
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Se e  f o r  i n s t a n c e  H i r s h  Goodman,  "The T e r r i b l e  T i d e :
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and I d e o l o g i c a l  C o n f l i c t  (New York:  Gordon and Br e a c h ,
1 9 8 5 ) ,  p.  221
^3 .  A.  W i l s o n ,  The C u l t u r e  o f  A n c i e n t  E g y p t ,  quot ed  in 
G e o r g i a n a  G. S t e v e n s ,  Egypt  Y e s t e r d a y  and Today (New York:  
H o l t ,  R i n e h a r t  and W i n s t o n ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  32 .
^P.  3 .  V a t i k i o t i s ,  The H i s t o r y  o f  E g y p t ,  2nd e d . ,  
( B a l t i m o r e :  3ohn Hopkins  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  p.  1 3 - 1 4 .
^See  f or  e x a mpl e  A l f r e d  3 .  B u t l e r ,  The Arab Conque s t  o f  
Egypt  and t h e  L a s t  T h i r t y  Y e a r s  o f  t he  Roman Do mi n i o n , 2nd 
e d .  ( Ox f or d :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 8 ) .
^ V a t i k i o t i s ,  The H i s t o r y  o f  E g y p t , p.  15.
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E g y p t , pp.  1 8 3 - 2 4 8 .
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and P a p e r s :  S t a t e  P a p e r s ,  V o l .  42 (Cmd 1131)  E g y p t ,  No.  1,
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in Egypt  s e e  Mohammad 3amal Ahmed, The I n t e l l e c t u a l  O r i g i n s  
o f  E g y p t i a n  N a t i o n a l i s m  (London:  Oxf ord  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1 9 6 0 ) ;  P e t e r  M a n s f i e l d ,  The B r i t i s h  in Egypt  (New York:
H o l t ,  R i n e h a r t  & Wins ton^ 1 9 7 2 ) ;  ana 3ames P.  3 an k o ws k i ,  
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**Tom L i t t l e ,  Modern Egypt  (New York:  F r e d e r i c k  A.
P r a e g e r ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  7 9 .  A l s o  s e e  Arthur  G o l d s - C h m i d t , Modern 
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^ " D a w a t u n a  F i  Tawr Jad i d"  ( j o u r n a l ) ,  q uo t ed  in R i ch ar d  
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^ M i t c h e l l ,  The S o c i e t y  o f  Mus l im B r o t h e r s , p .  2 6 4 .
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C h a p t e r  IV
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H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey (Cambridge:  
Cambridge  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ) .
2
The i n t e r e s t e d  r e a d e r  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  P r i c e ,  A H i s t o r y  
o f  T u r k e y , p .  4 4 - 5 1 ;  Merr iman,  S u l e i ma n  t h e  M a g n i f i c i e n t  
(Cambr idge:  Harvard U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 4 ) ;  and H. A.
G i b b s ,  The F o u n d a t i o n  o f  t he  Ottoman Empire (London:  Oxf ord
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 1 6 ) .
^W. F.  A b b o u s h i ,  P o l i t i c a l  Sys t e ms  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  
in t h e  2 0 t h  C e n t u r y  (New York:  Dodd,  Mead 3c C o . ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,
p.  15.
^ I b i d .  A l s o  s e e  R i c h a r d  R o b i n s o n ,  The F i r s t  T u r k i s h  
R e p u b l i c  ( Cambr i dge:  Harvard U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,
p .  3 - 5 .
^For a b r i e f  and i n f o r m a t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  
t a n z i m a t , s e e  P r i c e ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  T u r k e y , pp.  8 1 - 9 1 ;  and 
Shaw,  H i s t o y  o f  t h e  Ottoman E m p i r e . C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  
o f  t h e  Young T u r k s ,  s e e  F e r o z  Ahmad, The Young Turks  
( Ox fo r d :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) .
^ Ab b o u s h i ,  P o l i t i c a l  S y s te ms  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  in t he  
2 0 t h  C e n t u r y , p .  15.
7
Ge o r g e  L e n c z o w s k i ,  The M i d d l e  E a s t  in World A f f a i r s , 
4 t h  e d . ,  ( I t h a c a :  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,
p . 6 2 - 6 3 •
^Sydney N e t t l e t o n  F i s h e r ,  The M i d d l e  E a s t :  A H i s t o r y
(New York:  A l f r e d  A.  Knopf ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  p.  2 0 8 .
9
P r i c e ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  T u r k e y , p.  5 4 .
^ F i s h e r ,  The Mi dd 1 e Eas t , pp.  2 1 1 - 2 1 2 .
11 I b i d . , p .  211
*2 Shaw,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Ottoman E m p i r e , pp.  1 3 3 - 1 3 4 .
^ F i s h e r ,  The M i d d l e  E a s t , p.  2 0 9 .
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1 5 I b i d . ,  p .  2 1 5
***Erwin I .  3 .  R o s e n t h a l ,  I s l am in t h e  Modern N a t i o n -  
S t a t e  (Cambr idge:  Cambridge  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ) .  p.  37 .
^ Z i y a  G o k a l p ,  T u r k i s h  N a t i o n a l i s m  and We s t er n  
C i v i 1 i z a t  i o n , t r a n s ,  by N i y a z i  B e r k es  (New York:  Col ombi a
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  p.  18.
18 I b i d . ,  p .  2 8 .  For f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s ,  s e e  U r i e l  Heyd,  
F o u n d a t i o n s  o f  T u r k i s h  N a t i o n a l i s m :  The L i f e  and T e a c h i n g s
o f  Z i y a  Gokaph (London:  Lu za c ,  1 9 5 0 ) .  S e e  an e x c e l l e n t
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  G o k a l p ' s  i d e a s  on n a t i o n a l i s t  and c i v i l i z a t i o n  
in Ozbudan,  " A n t e c e d e n t s  o f  M e n a l i s t  S e c u l a r i s m :  Some
T h o u g ht s  on t h e  Young Turk P e r i o d , "  in Ahment E v i n ,  Modern 
Turkey:  C o n t i n u i t y  and Change (Germany: L e s k e V e r l a g ,
1 9 8 4 ) ,  p.  3 3 - 4 3 .
19 See  a d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  K e m a l i s t  i d e o l o g y  and 
Views  on s o c i a l  c h an ge  in Jacob  M. Landau,  e d . ,  A t a t u r k  and 
t h e  M o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  Turkey ( B o u l d e r ,  C o l o r a d o :  W e s t v i e w
P r e s s ,  1 9 8 4 ) ,  pp.  3 - 1 5 3 .
20 Donal d  Eugene S mi t h ,  R e l i g i o n  and P o l i t i c a l  
D e v e 1opment ( B o s t o n :  L i t t l e ,  Brown and C o . ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  pp 8 5 -
8 6 . I t a l i c s  in t h e  o r i g i n a l .  S i m i l a r l y  s e e  C h a r l e s  
G a l l a g h e r ' s  a r t i c l e ,  "Contemporary I s l a m :  The S t r a i t s  o f
S e c u l a r i s m :  Power ,  P o l i t i c s  and P i e t y  in " Re p u b l i c a n
T u r k ey . "  Amer i can  U n i v e r s i t i e s  F i e l d  S t a f f  R e p o r t s , 
S o u t h w e s t  A s i a  S e r i e s ,  153 ( 1 9 6 6 ) .  In t h i s  a r t i c l e  
G a l l a g h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  t h r e e  t y p e s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n s  in t h e  
w o r l d .  F i r s t ,  t h e  " p a l a c e  r e v o l u t i o n "  d oe s  not  i n v o l v e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h a n g e .  S e c o n d ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  " c o l o n i a l  
r e v o l u t i o n , "  w h i ch  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n a t i o n ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  an 
o u t s i d e  t h r e a t  t h a t  b r i n g s  about  a g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  p a s t  
t r a d i t i o n s .  The t h i r d  t y p e  o f  r e v o l u t i o n ,  in w h i ch  T u r k e y ' s  
c a s e  f i t s ,  " g u s h e s  f o r t h  w i t h  such e n e r g y  from w e l l  s p r i n g s  
o f  d e e p  r e s t l e s s n e s s  and d i s c o n t e n t  t h a t  i t  i n v o l v e s  a 
r e t o u c h i n g  o f  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  and a s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t  t o  
e n t e r  and p a r t i c i p a t e  in a n o t h e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  . . . .  The 
e n e r g y  [ u n l e a s h e d  by h i s t o r i c a l  c h a n g e s ]  l e a d s  t o  a v a s t  
r e a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  most  f undament a l  s o c i a l  v a l u e s  and 
r e v e a l s  a w i l l  f o r  a new s o c i a l  p e r s o n a l i t y . "
21 B o r t h w i c k ,  C o m p a r a t i v e  P o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  M i dd l e  E a s t ,
p .  2 3 7 .
22 See  Be r nar d  L e w i s ,  The Emergence  o f  Modern T u r k e y ,
2nd e d .  (London:  Oxf or d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 1 ) ;  R o d e r i c
H. D a v i s o n ,  Turkey ( Engl ewood C l i f f s ,  N. 3 . :  P r e n t i c e - H a l 1,
1 9 6 8 ) ;  N i y a z i  B e r k e s ,  The D eve l opment  o f  S e c u l a r i s m  in 
Turkey  ( M o n t r e a l :  Mc G i l l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ) ;  R i c h a r d
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D. R o b i n s o n ,  The F i r s t  T u r k i s h  R e p u b l i c :  A C a se  Study  in 
N a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p me n t  (Cambridge:  Harvard U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1 9 6 3 ) ;  and Donal d  E v e r e t t  W e b s t e r ,  The Turkey o f  A t a t u r k  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  The American Academy o f  P o l i t i c a l  and S o c i a l
S c i e n c e ,  1 9 3 9 ) .
23 B o r t h w i c k ,  C o m p a r a t i v e  P o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  M i dd l e  E a s t ,
p.  3 96 .
2 a
L e w i s ,  The Emergence  o f  Modern T u r k e y , p.  28 0 .
2 5 1 b i d . ,  p .  392
26 Howard A.  R e e d ,  " A t a t u r k ' s  S e c u l a r i z i n g  Legacy  and 
t h e  C o n t i n u i n g  V i t a l i t y  o f  I s l a m  in R e p u b l i c a n  T u r k e y , "  in  
Cyrac  K. P u l l a p i l l y ,  e d . ,  I s l a m  in t h e  Contemporary  World  
( N o t r e  Dame: C r o s s  Roads  Bo ok s ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  pp.  3 3 0 - 3 3 4 .
27 John L.  E s p o s i t o ,  I s 1 am and P o 1 i t i c s  (New York:  
S y r a c u s e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  pp.  9 8 - 9 9 .
2 8 I b i d . ,  p .  9 9 .
2 ^See  Turker  A l k a n ,  "The N a t i o n a l  S a l v a t i o n  P a r t y  in 
T u r k e y , "  in Me t i n  Heper and Raphae l  I s r a e l i ,  e d . ,  I s l a m  and 
P o l i t i c s  in t h e  Modern M i d d l e  E a s t  (New York:  S t  M a r t i n ' s
P r e s s ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  pp.  7 9 - 1 0 2 .
^ ^ P i p e s ,  "Thi s  World i s  P o l i t i c a l , "  p.  83 .
^*The New York T i m e s , Augus t  31 ,  1980 .
^2The New York T i m e s , December 2 9 ,  1981 .
33Melmet  A k i f ,  q u o te d  in Nur Yalman,  "Some O b s e r v a t i o n s  
on S e c u l a r i s m  in I s l a m :  The C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  in T u r k ey , "  
D a e d e 1 us  102 ( Wi nt e r  1 9 7 3 ) ,  p.  158.
34
G. H. J a n s e n ,  M i l i t a n t  I s l a m  (New York:  Harper &
Row, 1 9 7 9 ) ,  p .  193
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C h a p t e r  VI
*Habib B o u l a r e s ,  Th i s i s  Tun i s i a , ( T u n i s :  n . p . ,  n . d . ) ,
n . p .
2 I b i d .
3
E x c e l l e n t  r e g i o n a l  s t u d i e s  we r e  c o n d u c t e d  by 
W e s t e r n e r s  and T u n i s i a n s .  Among t h e s e  a r e :  Ahmad K a s s ab ,
"Montagnes  e t  Amenagement R e g i o n a l  dans  l a  T u n i s i e  du Nord,"  
Les  C a h i e r s  de T u n i s i e  Vol  XXIV ( 1 9 7 6 ) :  2 1 5 - 2 2 6 ;  Andre
L o u i s ,  T u n i s i e  du Sud : K s ar s  e t  V i l l a g e s  de C r e t e s  
( p r e f a c e d  by Habib B o u r g u i b a ) ,  S e r i e  C e n t r e  de R e c h e r c h e s  e t  
d ' e t u d e s  sur l e s  S c i e n c e s  M e d i t e r r a n e e n n e s , 1975;  Hopkins  
N i c h o l a s  S .  T e s t o u r  ou l a  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  des  Campagnes  
M a g h r e b i n e s , CERES p r o d u c t i o n ,  1983;  F r e y a  S t a r k ,  "Around 
T u n i s i a , "  G e o g r a p h i c  Ma g a z i ne  33 ( A p r i l  1 9 6 4 ) :  7 0 6 - 7 1 4 ;
Masmoudi A b d e l k a d e r ,  Mahdia:  Et ud e  de G e o g r a p h i e  U r b a i n e  
( T u n i s :  U n i v e r s i t e  de T u n i s ,  1 9 8 4 ) ;  and Habib A t t i c a ,
" P r o b l e m a t i q u e  du D e v e 1oppement  du No r d - Ou e s t  T u n i s i e n , "  
Revue  de 1 ' O c c i d e n t  Musulman e t  de l a  M e d i t e r r a n e e  4 1 - 4 2  
( 1 9 8 6 ) :  2 6 4 - 2 8 0 .
h
Se e  a t ho r o u g h  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  T u n i s i a n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
i t s  r o l e  in t h e  T u n i s i a n  economy in R e y n o l d  P.  D a hl ,  
" A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e v e l o p me n t  S t r a t e g i e s  in a Smal l  Economy: t h e  
Ca s e  o f  T u n i s i a , "  ( S t a f f  P a p e r ,  No.  P 7 1 - 2 8 )  S t .  Paul  
Department  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and A p p l i e d  E c o n o m i c s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  M i n n e s o t a ,  December 1971;  John L.  Simmons,  " A g r i c u l t u r a l  
C o o p e r a t i v e s  and T u n i s i a n  D e v e l o p m e n t , "  M i d d l e  E a s t  J o u r n a l  
24 (Autumn 1 9 7 0 ) :  4 5 5 - 4 6 5 ;  R u s s e l  A.  S t o n e  and John
Simmons,  e d s . ,  Change in T u n i s i a :  S t u d i e s  in t h e  S o c i a l  
S c i e n c e s  (New York:  New York S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,
pp.  1 - 39 ;  Khemis K r i m i ,  "L'A.  P.  I .  A . :  Un E n je u :  La 
G a r a n t i e  de l a  S e c u r i t e  A l i m e n t a i r e  du P a y s , "  Con j o n c t u r e  
(March 1 9 8 6 ) :  4 2 - 4 9 ;  and " T u n i s i e :  1 ' A v e n i r  de
1 ' A g r i c u l t u r e , " S y r i e  e t  Monde Arabe  31 (December 1 9 8 5 ) : 3 6 -  
40
( n o t e  t h a t  a r t i c l e s  from t h i s  j o u r n a l  do not  c i t e  t h e  
a u t h o r ' s  name) .
3The World F a c t  B o o k . 19 8 8 ,  pp.  2 3 7 - 2 3 8 .
6 1 b i d .
^M i d d l e  E a s t  Annual  R e v i e w , 19 8 8 ,  pp.  1 7 0 - 1 7 1 .
g
"A r e v i e w  o f  t h e  P o l i t i c a l ,  Ec o n o mi c ,  and S e c u r i t y  
S i t u a t i o n  in T u n i s i a :  I m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  U . S .  P o l i c y ,  "Report
o f  S t a f f  S tudy  M i s s i o n  t o  T u n i s i a  and F r a n c e  Wa s h i n g t o n  D.
C . : U. S .  Government  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e  ( 1 9 8 7 ) ,  pp.  1 7 - 2 2 .
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Many r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  T u n i s i a n  economy Among 
t h e s e :  " T u n i s i e :  l a  P r i o r i t e  C o n s i s t e  a c r e e r  l a
R i c h e s s e , "  S y r i e  e t  Monde Arabe  31 ( Oc t o b e r  1 9 8 5 ) :  2 1 - 2 5 ;
"K. F.  A.  E.  D. Lends  56 M i l l i o n  D o l l a r s  t o  T u n i s i a ,
T a n z a n i a  and P a k i s t a n , "  M i d d l e  E a s t  Economic  Survey  24 (May 
11,  1 9 8 1 ) ;  Gu i d e  Economique  de l a  T u n i s i e ,  1985 ( T u n i s  : 
I n f o r m a t i o n  Economique  A f r i c a i n e ,  1 9 8 5 ) ;  Ghazi  D u wa j i ,  
Economic  De v e l o pme nt  in T u n i s i a :  The Impact  and C o u r se  o f
Government  P l a n n i n g , P r a e g e r  S p e c i a l  S t u d i e s  in 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Economi c s  and De v e l o p me n t  (New York:  P r a e g e r ,
1 9 6 7 ) ;  Naima K a r o u i ,  " F a m i l l e  e t  T r a v a i l :  l e s  O u v r i e r e s  de
Menze l  B o u r g u i b a  (SOGITEX, a c l o t h i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  as  a 
c a s e  s t u d y ) , "  Revue T u n i s i e n n e  de S c i e n c e s  S o c i a l e s  13 
( 1 9 7 6 ) : 7 5 - 9 8 ;  A1i  C h e l b i ,  " P r o p o s i t i o n  d ' u n e  M e t h o d o l o g i e  de 
D ev e l o p p e m e n t  du S e c t e u r  E l e c t r o n i q u e :  R o l e  de l a
C o n c e p t i o n , "  C o n j o c t u r e  (August /Summer 1 9 8 6 ) :  3 3 - 4 0 ;  M. Ben
R e j e b ,  " I m p o r t a n c e ,  E v o l u t i o n  e t  O r i e n t a t i o n  des  E n t r e p r i s e s  
P u b l i q u e s , "  C o n j o n c t u r e  ( J u l y / A u g u s t  1 9 8 3 ) :  6 - 1 1 ;  M.
J e b a l i ,  " E n t r e p r i s e s  P u b l i q u e s :  C o n t e x t e  e t  S p e c i f i c i t e s ,"
Con j o n c t u r e  ( J u l y  1 9 8 4 ) :  2 7 - 3 6 ;  M'Hamed A1i  S o u i s s i ,  "Ou en
e s t  l ' E n t r e p r i s e  T u n i s i e n n e ? "  Con j o n c t u r e  (December 1 9 8 5 ) :  
3 1 - 4 3 ;  John R.  N e l l i s ,  " D e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  and L o c a l  F i n a n c e  
in T u n i s i a , "  P u b l i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and Deve l opmen t  
( Ju l y / Summer  1 9 8 5 ) :  1 8 7 - 2 0 4 ;  Kh a l e d  e l  Menoubi ,  " E d u c a t i o n ,
S a l a i r e  e t  P r o d u c t i v i t e  en T u n i s i e :  N o t e  de S y n t h e s e , "
Revue  T u n i s i e n n e  de S c i e n c e s  S o c i a l e s  3 2 / 3 5  ( 1 9 7 3 ) :  3 2 9 -
345 ;  Dav i d  Hawl e y ,  "UAE and T u n i s i a :  Two S i d e s  o f  t h e  
Employment  C o i n , "  M i d d l e  E a s t  Economi c  D i g e s t  27 (May 1 9 8 3 ) :  
2 2 - 2 4 ;  S a l a h  B o u r g i n i ,  " I n v e s t i s s e m e n t  en c a p i t a l  Human e t  
C r o i s s a n c e  E c o n o mi q u e , "  Revue  T u n i s i e n n e  de S c i e n c e s  
S o c i a l e s  13 ( 1 9 7 7 ) :  1 5 - 4 5 ;  And Henr i  R e g n a u l t ,  " D i s p a r i t e s
R e g i o n a l e s  e t  S t r a t e g i c  de D e v e l o p p e m e n t :  Le Cas T u n i s i e n , "
Revue  Economique  R e g i o n a l e  e t  U r b a i n e  ( 1 9 8 5 ) :  2 8 5 - 3 0 3 .
9
Dwi ght  L.  L i n g ,  Morocco  and T u n i s i a :  A C o m p a r a t i v e
H i s t o r y  ( W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C.  : U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o f  Am e r i c a ,
1 9 7 9 ) ,  p .  4 .
^ I b i d .  The mos t  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  work on N o r t h  A f r i c a n  
H i s t o r y  i s  Jami l  M A b u n - N a s r ' s  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Maghrib  
(London:  Cambridge  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) .
^ W i l l i a m  Zartman,  Government  and P o l i t i c s  in North  
Af r i c a  (New york:  P r a e g e r ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  7 0 .
12 Se e  an e x c e l l e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t  in 
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V I T A
The a u t h o r  was born in K a i r o u a n ,  T u n i s i a  on March 
2 5 ,  1 9 5 6 .  She a t t e n d e d  t h e  k u t t a b  and e l e m e n t a r y  ma d r a s sa ,  
where  s he  l e a r n e d  c l a s s i c a l  A r a b i c ,  t he  Koran,  and F r e nc h .  
She g r a d u a t e d  " wi t h  d i s t i n c t i o n "  from t h e  L y c e e  de 3 eune s  
F i l l e s  in 3 une ,  1 97 5 .  She s t a r t e d  her c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  a t  
t h e  E c o l e  Normale  S u p e r i e u r e  in T u n i s .  In 1977 ,  under t h e  
s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  t h e  CODOFIL program,  she  v i s i t e d  L o u i s i a n a ,  
where  s he  t a u g h t  F r e n c h .  In 1 98 0 ,  t h e  a u t h o r  r e c e i v e d  her  
B. A.  d e g r e e  " wi t h  honors "  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New 
O r l e a n s .  She o b t a i n e d  her  M.A.  d e g r e e  in 1982 from L o u i s ­
i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  Wh i l e  t e a c h i n g  f u l l - t i m e  a t  a l o c a l  
h i g h  s c h o o l  in Bat on  Rouge ,  s he  was a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  a l l  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  P h . D.  d e g r e e  in May,  1989 .
The a u t h o r  i s  m a r r i e d  and has two c h i l d r e n ,  Sarah E l e n a  
Handal  (3  y e a r s  o l d )  and C h r i s t o p h e r  L o u i s  Handal  (14  
m o n t h s ) .
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